Josh Billings
L once said: *‘I have seen sev-
eral articles on milk, | have
read eome facts wril n
milk, but the best
ever saw on milk was
If cheerful Josh B. were
alive and he saw the
well-dr men leaving
our store, he would say:
““The best ready clothes I
can see on men are
'| 20TH CENTURY BRAND
' clothes.”

t Him Have the Money on the Understanding That it Was
~ Only for a Few Days to Tide Him Over a Business Diffi-
culty—$20,000 of the Amount Has Been Repaid by Mr.
Tennant—Mr, Baxter Knew Nothing of the Potato Tran-
saction Until Long After it Was Over and Then He
Counselled Telling the People the Facts.

~'POTATO ENQUIRY ENDED

The closing session of the potato over a difficulty.
enquiry was held Saturday afternoon
befcre Commissioner James McQueen,
The evidence is all in, the argument

Witness told him
that if he wanted the money for trad-
1Lg cn margin he did not feel like let-
ting him have it but was assured it

NDED SATURDAY AFTERNOON:
HON. ]"B.M. BAXTER ON STAND TESTIFIES IN
~ REGARD TO LOAN OF $40000 TO MR. TENNANT

¥
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current for some itme thatthere has
been wrong doing in connection with
the construction of the portion of the
Valldy Railway between Kiagetowjn
and Westfleld, and with the purchase
of potatoes for donation to Great
Britain and Belgium. No right think:
ing man wil] deny ‘that the govern-
ment is justified in investigating
these rumors and suspicions. In
fact public opinion in the province
regards it as the duty of the govern-
ment to conduct such an examination
and bring to lisht any wrong doing
that may have existed. The interests
of the public men whose names have
been associated with these rumors
and whispers also demand the fullest

Heaven. If rigid principle were ap-
plied- to the politicians of America,
there would, with the exception a
few exemplars of Puritan ide sm,
be scarcely a man left in any Aegis-

lative assembly from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, or the Gulf of Mexico to
North Pole.

'Tis true, 'tis a pity,

But pity it ‘tis, 'tis true.

If the transaction, however, falls
within the second class, censure could
not be too severe. Knowing the Hon.
Mr. Clarke Intimately as I did, I can-
not adopt this view. ILike many other
men in public life, he vacilated in his
views, hesitated to adopt a course pro-
crastinated In carrying out his deci-
sion when arrived at, and was too
much inclined to act on his own view
independently of the advice of his col-
leagues, but he was a man character-
ized by clear thought, large views and
honest and putriotic purpos I do
not apply to him the principle that he
should have the henefit of any doubt.
In the minds. of those who knew him
best no contradictory testimony such

cure. Attempts were made to sell the
surpius in the home markets, prices,
however, had fallen and poiatoes had
beoome a drug in the market. Atten-
tion was then turmed to the West In-
dies, where sales were made and the
potatoes were duly shipped -consign-
ed to the purchasers, When the ship-
ments arrived at their destination they
turned -out bad and had to be assorted.

The length of time they had  been
in storage at St. John and in the holds
of steamers, played havoc with them.
The purchasers refused to accept the
consignments, and what were sold
brought but little. The loss in the
surplus amounted all told to over
$30,600. Like results, relatively  as
bad, befell the shipments of regular
potato dealers,

Two courses were open to the gov-
ernment—either to let the province
bear the loss, consequent on Mr. Dag-
gett's bungling (if I may use the
term); or for the government and its
| friends to make gocd the loss, Shrewd-

is the best flavored and the most economical tfea
ever offered for sale.

But you
Must Insist

Affer a Trial-F-—

Conlu'mer. are possessed with a faith and
enthusiasm entirely lacking before the quality
was actually demonstrated.

}

On getting the
Genuine pag-

Btos

er politicians would have adopted m:e{
former course. There would have
been a furious fusilade from the op-
position in the house for a few days,

of counsel has been heard and now
the public will await with interest the
find of the issi The on-

was not for that purpose and he gave
him his cheque for $5,000, and raised
$35,000 on securities, making a total

as was adduced, would cause the
slightest suspicion that he was con-
nected with such a breach of solemn

recouping of the province, the
facts are his certificate of character

; The last word in style, fit . ¥
and workmanship.

investigation into'them. In the re-
marks that I shall make, therefore, I
do not wish to be understood as at-

potatoes.
Judged by standards of absolute trutn
aLG sincerity, the course of Mr., Mur-

sistance of the Liberal Burgeoiste,
Herr Barth told the Associated

1y the insinuation—for it has

only |June 18, 1917,

from him of the indebtedness dated

every one in the execution of a public
trust should so eonduct himself that

of the railway. The commission call-

of pelitics that public men must in-
sure the province against loss result-

to that of politicians in Canada almost |
universally. J

conter

Mr. Murray in connection wit

; and it is as needless to praise, as it

] ly witness examined on Saturday was|of $40,000, which he loaned Mr. Ten- faun ; and the matter would then have droD-|ruy would be general 4 g P 3 el el el

] pting to palllate or excuse any|trust. S B ' e ay wou e generally regarded as| would be idle to condemn him. Some

: $25 to $45. HonalfBl; M. Baxter, who took the nam.'r In thehmuinx of this amount| may  pish or low, who may have| But the laurels which bloom o'er his &9303% f’f,:ﬁ:;:,;q‘h?e;"w !!1"(, (;m:e onc purposely concealing the truth|attempt was made to comnel™ Mr

Other kes, $20 to $40. ztanl of his own free will and told Mr. Tennant had not one cent of la-| heen engaged in pilfering the public|ashes are not left to wilt in the with- W‘O\’incs v‘vm, f‘;ot mm::hna vrtxt ®|and of creating wrong impressions in| Murray with the $1,500 payment to

» freely and frankly all he knew inbility. Lt treasury whether his acts come with- | ering breath of scandal. The contract Bor fnstan r:”’;zc V.sck 1“1‘* €% |the minds of men. While more may | the firm of A. C. Smith & Co., in con-

£ bt (,mmiguon with the putdto\ transaction| Ou November 10, 1917, Mr, Tennant| in the scope of this investigation or|for the construction of this portion of| o0 (.hargei ity = dﬁm be said of the course of Mr. Smith, | Rectlon with this transaction It Mr

Gllmo“r’s’ 68 Klng st. and the contribution of :In Tennant  had paid §20,000 and_ Wwitness had paid (not: In_ thet administration of pro-|the railway ‘was not at the disposal of | /oo & e ﬁ’]y stupldity and| Byt i¢ Mr. Murray is judged by the| MUrray was exploiting the credit of

. {oozh:whuxds 51( Lheb pm;]tl}, out of the the an the balance himself. - vincial affairs the line of demarcation|Mr, Clarke. It was & matter entirely pr;:tigeni-:r‘mt mb- Gd?“m" of ”“';conventinn'al standard of political tho] prqxn}v:: for .M.\ own financial

) §100, received by him from the _He had not taken any note from Mr. | between right and wrodg should be for the commission that had been ap- Lf BTy 10T Droecing DUXDOReS. | p.giaity it will be found quite equal| EN4S: his action would be extremely
1 Nova Scotia Construction Company.|Tennant but had an acknowledgement | most sharply and clearly drawn, and pointed to take over the construction It a new and unheard of principle censurable, but the case, if
Mr. Baxter’s evidence refutes clear- e )

mplated to make a

8 . i, 5 . ed for tenders, and opened the ten- st , - The public will be more interested | A, 50 ransacti o R

| Press that his faction does mnot ape :nee: lnm‘xtxluate‘(tlh-_e—th.tn:he h::fl .\n)thﬁlgiw ‘\Sr.'tTefmfm.t had ;(])met to him at;d th‘erte v,t;)uld bi: ng]mason;g;)m doxtx,ht ders, and let the contract upon tha mﬁhfm(l']lla;g(m“ 6lxr1<\1[m ;; jhdgr}’n‘]n(_ in this fact that, after all the ligh: ;ﬁ]().;:v“n 1'1".‘:\1;\.“1‘1,::.&a.xm(;lt jzxjni e

.| prove of the tmtlc! of the BD‘l’tt"m o Lgr:lsl :nderit :-}‘?::Lam;'yroduhi‘;V;“uult ‘\:'fl?l mtll:msm lfl 4 re;pay a (el ?l?t‘? ’;lt ‘ﬁtmll:;‘% y('gm;::c;nm st tenders. The transaction between M'"th;\ ullt‘-rm te’vam‘ £y ur[ra:' ‘;]' opted that has been thrown upon this trans | per.m}zal E: '.r'()m(n.mriatlﬂr‘\ he!wm-nl\!y
Socialists or violence in any form, Bax 0 I3 ,»'L » 4nd 1 “'i‘ - “' ‘? © enquiry was on an “,g 24 shes y Tennant and Mr irke must be look-| . TeiYe couen, wili not| . ction by the calling and re-callin | Murray and the firm r';f A. C. Smith
He permitted the inference that Hugo ed documentary evidence to support|after witness learned of the audit of| “To come immediately to the object|ed at from the first point of view | %10 any credit for them for doing again and again of witnesses, one|& Co., which was i way con

| Haase's party does not at present con< his statement, that he loaned to Mr. | Mr. Tennant's books he had come to| of this Inves{igation. Mr. Tennant|The getting of $100000 by Mr. Ten.|5¢: I don’t imagine their course was thimg stands out clearly an:l, dis | ed with the ‘mf-(\mpnfrr»:r:x-:‘::v}m'(m“}(b

'| template a counter revolution, Herr Tennant §40,000, not §5,000, and this|fhe conclusion that: the momey had received from the Nova Scotia Con- - 80 much dictated by prineciple as it|, ; ; i i S

MBarth concluded with the statement

¥or Infants and Children.

h " | should when they found themselves|Mr. Tennant. One view is that Mr.| : S A - A HAPPY NEW YEAR Vipig
e A . 4 5 % < arke may simply have been secus The method of disposal across the :N Q | l i Ed
influences which kept Mr. Clarke from |With a large surplus of potatoes on 1‘(;)‘1‘.5[‘:1 roniri;mi‘m: i pol;tiunl - Atlantic in the case of both the Im- U' . U“‘ TO ALL AL
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;1| tion sparse, its wealth limited; our|covered that one of the golden orna-| . wa slolda ine 3 {
i’ Thirt Ye l\‘; had nevsr; h{)':;rgdm;; Z?]ml’]‘rk_t"::l;l lmhenf, however, left us the glorious| ments had been stolen from _the ;‘fl‘i}gl?‘g‘;‘l“(i(j::?“u ‘f‘]ﬁibgﬁfo:l:lf: tll}: s !
SRURA S 184, MmAGe 1€ Sialt: | inheritance of a zood name; but since | throne in Heaven, and the thief, a| P opiosne R b 1
| y o ughes then took up the loan o4y o Northymberland deal our province | taflor, on being arraigned. pleaded n}mined sl wv[m‘x[«‘-) )“Ev_‘t_l:“ \”'fui‘he' SEAT SALE NOW ON! |
: Mr nnant and witness said he had | .o justly, or unjustly, been a by-word | that he dotected a tailor on earth v:urtek:-ed "“:, "Li\l‘. ame »,‘.“A Ix jg- Al Bownatalts Floor . $2.00 I
| lot Mr, Tennant have $40,000 in cash |, mone our sister provinces for politi-| stealing a portion of cloth that had]8€tth however, like many other men, |
|
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awgount Mr. Tennant had paid back|mpere is an old rule in surgical sci-| been Jeft with him to make from it a | GeTman submarine campaign which |} Remainder of Balcony .. Q) I 3 < >
$20,000 and $20,000 was still unpaid.| ence: “Where there is pus evacuate.” the ornament across space at the head *"“Lb "“““-1” ;I“"r?m“ to "“‘4"}‘ ?rl:xin 2 Front Rows Rear Balcony .. 1.00 g 5 HIGH CLASS VAUDEVILLE
Mr. Tennant had come to him and | This rule, according to the great body | of the enlprit. Gabriel replied that if|uP beyond all reason.  In fact, ton- |} pemainder Rear Balcony .... .75 nd Serial Drama—“T! ‘ . ¥ 5
statcd that owing to the Stevens en-| of gnlightened popular opinfon in the [ he, Gahriel, had acted on such strict nage- for Great Britain \onaccount f o o Resérvations 2.50 ] * e The Wom an in the Web
THE SRNTAUR COMPANY. NEW v quiry his credit had been impaired at be of the submarine menace and the com- framg

\

know just what had happened. At that| gave testimony had been gu_ilty of per-
time Mr. Glarke had agreed with the|Jury, either at this enquiry or the
his | Stevens enguiry.

.Quoss but later had changed
.
Fo witness knew nothing of the

taking the public into his confidence |laid, thrown them back on the hands

and so far as he could remember the|

matter had never been discussed be-
tween them again,

Mr. Hughes then questioned witness
about his political relations with W.
B. Tennant.

Mr. Baxter said that Mr. Tennant
had rever acted as his agent in the
county, but had worked in his inter-

a¢ he (Tennant) had told at the en-
quiry, Mr. Temnant had always claim-
ed to have put up $61,500. In regard
to the statement of Mr. Tennant that
he had told everyone in sight that he
would not give evidence at the Stev-
ens’ enquiry unless this amount was
put back in his business, witness said
he must have been out of sight for

about Jure 17 or 18, 1917, Of this

the banks and he needed this amount
of money for a few days to tide him

i

He contended that the government

cf tha shippers, not to have kept them
and tried to dispose of them on their
own account. When the potatoes had
gone bad they had made up a false
return and sent to the auditor-general
ard this he contended was an indict-
eble offence. As a result of the ship-
ments to Cuba the government found
itself facing a serious loss and this
had been made up by a corrupt bar-

points to which the attention of the
commissioner has béen called It is
only necessary to discuss the salient
ones as there are only two or three
features of the case which are of
sufficient importance for public con-
sideration.

Our province is small, its popula-

cal crookedness, graft and dishonesty.

province should vigorously ap-

this question must .be approached
calmly and dispassionately. Therg are
two views which may be taken of the
negotiations between Mr. Clarke and

pur-
poses from Mr. Tennant who was in-
terested in the railway contract. The
other view is that Mr. Clarke went]|
beyond this and gave the contract to
Mr. Tennant on an undertaking with
him to make the contribution. In
either view the conduct of Mr. Ten-
nant and Mr. Clarke would be censur
able, but the degree of censur attach-
ing to them would differ greatly ac-

a class which unfortunately for a
long time past has widely existed In
Canada. However honest the trans-
action may have been, it was certain.
ly very indiscreet and censurable, on
grounds of public policy; but was it
mores than this? Certainly not. A
medieval fable says that Gabriel dis-

suit of clothes, and that he had thrown

principles toward the prisoner himself

nant from the company was a4 mat-

railway and steamer, there is no sus-
picion expressed or hinted at or
any improper conduct in respect
transportation,

to

perial and
cepted as per
toes were ly prized
both for size and quality.
So far everything is beyond :-ritlr-,
ism. Unfortunately more potatoes
were purchased than were requi:ed!
for these two shipments. Some sur—'
plus was to be expected as allowanc-
es had to be made for shrinkage in

Belgian shipments is
tly correct.

ac-
The pota-
in England,

fied which necessitated rush orders
for additional quantities to be given
to Mr. Frank Smith of Carleton Coun-
ty.

While in England attending to the
Belgian and British consignments, Mr
Daggett arranged for the sale of all
the surplus potatoes at prices which

ate the effects of the

failed to appre

plied to our body politic.

“Rumors and whispers have been

and his associates, there would not
have been a golden article left in all

mandeering of merchant ships by the

and the auditor
the trans

Country
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