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SIR WILFRID'S ANSWER AND THE ST. JOHN
VALLEY RAILROAD.

Laurier to Mr. Carvell

The letter from Sir W
is the first statement made by the Prime Minister or any
member federal government containing an un
dertaking ions from the premier
to Mr. Carvell or from o the company have
contained dilatory suggestions, and advice,
but did not give the promised answer of the government
to the proposition submitted last March. Sir Wilfrid
and Mr. Pugsley would only go so far as to say that
if the provinecial government would fix certain standards
and give much information, the federal administration
would take the matter into consideration. No promise
was made that the government at Ottawa would operate

of the

Previous communic

Pugs

criticisms,

the Valley Railway even if the standards and terms
should be all satisfactory.
At last the long delayed answer is given, not

to the company, nor to the provincial minis but to
Mr, Carvell for at a public meeting This
roundabeut method of giving an a er promised to the
delegation last March, but it is not likely that the pro-|
moters of the Valley Railway proposition, or the pro-|

use

vincial ministers will stand upon ceremony. We may
assume that the letter of the premier to his political
supporter will be accepted as an official answer to
the request presented eleven mor ago to the Prime

Minister at Ottawa,
and manner of the answer, but the document itself,

The main thi

But it must be admitted that the condition
posed make it a hard proposition for the company, In
1907, when Mr, Pugsley proposed a guarantee of $15,000
per mile to Mackenzie and Manu, he did mot impose
these high standards. His resolution called for 67
pound rails. There was' no mention of grades, but
Mr. Pugsley read a communication frém the c¢hairman of
the Tra inental cc stating that their en-
gineers had estimated the cost of their road down the
Valley at $44,500 per mile. This would not include
equipment, We know now that the Transcoutinental
commission greatly under-estimated their cost of con-
struction. But Mr. Pugsley pointed out that while the
Grand Trunk Pacific was to be a fourtenth grade, and
would cost $44,500 per mile, the Valley road “which is
“proposed will cost when equipped $30,000 per mile.”
So it was then proposed to construct a railway of a class
altogether different from that now demanded by Mr.
Pugsley. Yet the Valley Railway proposed by Mr, Pugs-
ley was to be part of Mackenzie and Maunn's Canadian
Northern, a transcontinental system. It may also
be pointed out that the line which Mr. Pugsley
proposed in 1907 was not from Grand Falls to St. John,
but “from Woodstock, or from Centreville, following the
“valley of the St. John River to the city of Fredericton,
“and thence following the said valley to St. John, or to
“a point om the C. P. R. at or near Westfield.”

Judging from the experience of the Transcontinental
commissioners, who estimated that their railway if car-
ried down the valley would cost $1,500,000 more than
by the adopted, making it more expensive per
mile as well on the whole, it would appear that
a railway of the standard proposed would cost equipped
$60,000 or more per mile. This fact must be known to
Mr. Pugsley, who has been Sir Wilfrid's adviser in this
matter,  Yet he has seen fit to impose upon the com-
pany, and promoters of this line, the necessity of build-
ing with $25,000 per mile guarantee, and $6,400 subsidy,

route

as

a railway to cost about double the amount of both
funds, thus calling for some $6,000,000 of additional
capital. If this capital can be obtained under gthe con-

dition that forty per cent. of the gross earnings go for
bond interest, the work may proceed.

The public generally, and the people of the St. John
Valley in particular, may form their own opinion of
the reasons behind the demand of a standard for this
rallway that is not found on any railway in the Dominion,
except those on the prairie or similar country. But
those who are respousible for the demand may be left
to explain it. Mr. Hazen and his colleagues will doubt-

Here is Sir Wilfrid's undertaking:— '

“If the Provincial Government, or the Company with
urnish the

“its approval, f Federal Government

“details asked for by the Minister of Public Works, and {over to a private company
“make a definite proposition for the construction of a|Premier Parent, of Quebec,

“railway from Grand Falls to Saint John, up to the stan-
“dard by Mr. Pugsley, and provide for its
“initial equipment, this Government will be prepared to

.__",».k Parliament for authority to take it over upon a
“long lease for operation as a part of the Intercolonial
“system, on the basis of paying over to .the province, or
“to the Company, 40 per cent. of the gross earnings, as
“proposed.”

The standard suggested by Mr.
in the letter of June 19, 1909, from the Minister of
Public Works to Mr. Winslow of the Valley Railway
Company, to which letter Sir Wilfrid Laurier refers in
his latest communication. It “That the
%“government make a definite proposition engaging to ob-
*“tain legislation authorizing the guaranteeing of bonds
*“for such amount will be mecessary to ensure the
“construction and equipment of the railway from Grand
“Falls to St, John on conditipn that the Dominion gov-
“ernment shall agree to operate it as a part of the gov-
“ernment railway system, on a long lease and to pay
*the province 40 per ceat, of the gross earnings.

“The proposition, of should contain a de-
“scription of the character of the road to be built.  For
“instance, as to the grade which should not exceed four-
“tenths of 1 per eent.; as 1o the bridges, which should
*be of steel; the culverts of masonry; the rails to be at
“least 80 pounds per yard, and generally as to the road
*being up to the standard of a first class trunk line.”

suggested

Pugsley is set forth

suggests:

as

course,

Now the business stands thus:—Delegates from the
Bt. John Valley waited upon Mr. Hazen, who, on behalf
of the provincial government, promised a bond guaran<
tee of $25000 per mile for Valley Railway, on
& “ondniun that the Dominion government would operate
the line as part of the Intercolonial, and pay forty per
cent, of the gross earnings toward meeting the interest
on the bonds. With this proposition the promoters
Pwent to Ottawa last March, and asked the federal gov-
ernment whether it would operate the road on these
terms. Sir Wilfrid promised an early answer to what
he pronounced a definite proposition. The answer
comes less early than might have been expected. But
it is a reply in the affirmative coupled with conditions,
which the company may find it difficult to meet,

the

It is required that the road begin at Grand Falls and
#ot at Centreville as some of the advocates of the line

i puggested.

It is required that the road extend to St. John, where-
#s Westfield has been mentioned in some of the com-
munications,

It is required that the grade shall not exceed four-
tenths of one per cent., which is half the maximum
grade of the Intercolomial, while the Transcontinental
in this province has a grade of six-tenths of one per
cent. westward, and eastward has one “pusher” grade
+ of about one per cent. or 52 feet to the mile, instead of
- 21 feet proposed for the Valley Railway.

It is required that the bridges be of steel, whereas
the Intercolonial has 94 wooden bridges, 12 feet to 497
feet in length, and the Canadian Pacific 1,263 with a
maximum length of 1,880 feet,

It is also required that the rails should be 80 pounds
) the yard, whereas 67 pounds was the standard set by
. Pugsley himself in 1907.
It s that the
furnish the equipment,

, and not the Inter-

Such are the demands made by Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
the condition of operating.tie railway on Mr. Hazen’s
positi They are severe. It may be thought
@ that they are intended to make the project im-
- The provincial govermment would apparently
been. willing to give the guarantee to a road about
indard of the Intercolonial system, of which it is
& part. But the federal government is in a

|less obtain the required legislation, and give the com-

pany a chance to comply with the conditions which Mr.
Pugsley and his colleagues have imposed upon it.

CLIMAX OF THE QUEBEC BRIDGE SCANDAL.,

i

Disappointment has come to those who hoped an

ng is not the time |end had been made of the Quebec bridge calamities. This
|tragic affair was begun as a political deal and ended in a
| # A o

terrible sacrifice of

life and treasure. Though the
bridge was to be part of the Transcontinental system,
and must from the nature of the case have passed into

with the [the same control as the rest of the line, it was handed

to construct, own and sell.
was made head of the com-
ues kicked him out of the
premiership, his friend, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, took him to
Ottawa as chairman of the Transcontinental construc-
tion commission, leaving him still the salaried president
of the Bridge Company. The province of Quebec, the
city of Quebee, (whereof Mr. Parent was mayor at the
time) and the Dominion government gave subsidies. The
company was supposed to have a capital of $200,000,
but about all that was paid up by the politicians who
controlled it, was their promotion services. All ‘the
rest of the money was provided by way of loan by the
Dominion government.

The idea was that the public should finance the
proposition, the company have the handling of the
money, and that when finally the bridge should be com-
pleted, the government should buy it, on terms laid down,
that is to say giving the company interest on their alleg-
ed investment with a ten per cent. bonus. Meanwhile
Mr. Parent and his friends paid themselves excellent
salaries.

As the government was paying for the bridge, and
as the structure was to be part of the Transcontinental,
the government might have been expeected to see that it
was well built. But as a matter of fact no such super-
vision oceurred. It is true that the specifications were
sent to Ottawa for approval, but it is also true that
when the bridge engineer of the railway department ex-|
pressed the opinion that some of the parts were' too
weak, no notice. was taken of his objections.

The company made the contract for construction,
as it was supposed with the great amd responsible
Phoenix Company, of Pennsylvania. Work went on, the
government finding the money to pay the contractors
until August 1907, when the bridge had cost over six
millions, or fifty per ceut. more than the first estimated
cost. Then the whole structure fell down, killing about
eighty workmen.

This might be considered a bad thing for the ex-
Premier Parent's company. It had no bridge, and was
in debt six millions for money advanced, and unless the
construction contractor could be made to pay the dam-
ages and complete the work, the Bridge company would
be in trouble.

pany, and when his coll
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THE DEED 15 THE MAN

The Dream is the babe in the love-lift
nest,

And the rollicking boy at play;

The Dream is the Youth with the old,
old zest

For the rare romance of a day.

Then the Deed .strides forth to the
distant goal

That has dazzled since life began;

For the Dream is the child of the
rampant soul—

But the Deed is the man!

The Dream fis the peak that is seen
afar,

And the wish for the eagle's wings;

The Dream is the song to the beckon-
ing star

That the world-waif fondly si:|s;

Then the Deed comes crowned with
the strength and skill

That doth perfect a golden plan;

For the Dream is the child of the Sov-
erelgn Will—

But the Deed is the man!

The Dream is the mask that would
make men fair,
And the boast that

them brave;
The Dream is the honors that heroes

would count

wear
Aud the glory that high hearts
crave;
Then the Deed gives battle to pride
and pelf

As only a conqueror can;

For the Dream is the child of the
Better Self—

But the Deed is the man!

No song was so sweet, and no star
so bright,

As the Dream of the Nazarene;

From Virgin’s bosom to Calvary's
height,

It sang and it shone, serenme.

Then the Deed proclaimed him King
of His Kind

As the blood of the Martyr ran;

For the Dream was the child of the
Master-mind—

But the Deed was the man!

—James (. McNally.

A Daily
Short Story

THE GODBESS OF MURDER

By Harold Carter.

The colonel’s brother was officially
adjudged to have died from natural
causes, and the funeral was over. The
colonel was seated in his smoking
room with Inspector James of the In-
dian department of Scotland Yard.
“You say the jury was wrong, and
that. my brother was murdered,” said
the colonel mournfully. “I won't dis-
pute your word. But don't you say a
word against my man. 1 brought him
from India five years ago, and he's ab-
colutely honest and devoted to_ me.”
“Religious sentiments are strong-
er than those of duty,” said the in-
spector thoughtfully. But suppase you
show me the idol.”

The colonel led the way into his
study at the far end of the house. It
was an ordinary room except for the
hideous, jeering figure that occupied
a niche in the wall at the side oppo-
site the door.

h"u has a history of murder?” asked
the i

Not a bit of it. The Bridge company aband d
the whole affair, debt and all. The government kindly
forgave the obligation.® More than that the government
bought the bridge as it lay, and as it still lies, a
tangled mass of steel at the bottom of the St. Lawrence.
The government paid the company back every dollar it
claimed to have expended on the bridge, with interest
from the start, and with ten per cemt. extra. It is an
absolute and astonishing fact that this company sold
the wreck to the government on exactly the same condi-
tions that it would have been entitled to sell a complete
and satisfactory bridge. Mr. Parent got his $3,000 a
year salary for seven or eight years, in addition to his
offieial income. He got back all that he invested in
cash and promotion services. He got interest on it all,
and he got ten per cent. bonus. - And the government
will not only have to build the new bridge, but must
clear out the wreck of the old one,

Now comes the last mockery of all. The construc-
tion company was not the great concern called the
Phognix, but a subsidiary affair with a capital of $50,000
to meet a six million dollar responsibility. It is even
suggested that the security deposit is no good.

The New York Tribune says that the maximum

minimum provisions of the Payne tariff are working 1

all right. Already the minimum schedule has been
applied to Britain, Italy, Russia, Spaln, Switzerland,
T ,» Belgium, Dx Norway, 8 n, the Nether-
lands, Hgypt and Persia. The Tribune adds that out-
side of Hurope “there is probably ne single country
“except Canada with which the United States will have
“any great difficulty in arriving at a mutually satistactory

“trade understanding.” The Canadisn difficulty seems

“Kali, sir, is the Indian goddess of
murder,” answered the colonel. “This
statue comes from a famous temple in
Benares, where thousands bowed be-
fore it on every feast day, and each
time some half dozen would drop dead
where they stood. Heart disease and
auto-suggestion, of course. I don't be-
lieve in any supernatural rubbish.
There was so much rioting that the
government unofficially expressed the
wish to me that somebody would
steal it, and so—well, here it is now.”
“The priests suspected?”

“The damned rascals followed me
to England, sir. Tried to break into
my house twice. Only last month I
caught one right in this room, and
he's now awaiting trial for burglary.
They sald my man was a confederate,
but nothing will convince me of that.
Well, sir, T loaned the goddess to the
British museum and every time an
East Indiaman arrived in port those
black ruffians would hurry there and
worship it. Three men—Englishmen
—dropped dead in front of it. That
scared the authorities and they sent
it back to me with their compliments,
And now my brother drops dead in his
tr,ch when he comes in to look at,
¢

The colonel's voice broke. He
started from his seat and began
ing the floor. James stooped -Mm
ly, and in rising knocked into the
colonel. Both fell to the floor.

“I really beg pardon, sir,” sald
James. “I'm afraid I hurt you.” He
helped him to rise. ‘“Please sit down
while 'I send for your man.”

“All right” gasped the colonel,

be the French tresty,

m-l:} shaken, “but no bullying, n-
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“We are now MARKING TIME,
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Jeweiry,” that | am MARKING
DOWN to almost cost prices, and
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other lines soon coming In.
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where.
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to all repair work on the premises
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Inspector James crossed the room
and took his place beside the goddess.
Presently the Indian servant entered.
He came forward and halted, looking
at the inspector gueerly.

“Come here, please,” said the in-
spector, beckoning.

The servant stepped to the right and
began to advance. Inspector James
waved him back.

“Come straight to me across the
floor,” he said.

The man hesitated an instant, and
then began to pick his way in a series
of ziz-zags. Once more the inspector
waved him away,

“Come straight to me,” he cried, He
took a piece of chalk from his pocket
and drew a line across the floor, “Fol-
low that line,” he said softly.

Beads of sweat stood out on the In-
dian’s forehead. He glanced round
swiftly, The inspector had drawn a
pistol. And suddenly, as the colonel
started up, the man gave a wild cry
and stumbled forward, reeled, threw
up his hands, and dropped. The col-
onel sprang from his chair.

“Dead!"” said the inspector softly,
bending over the corpse. He raised
the foot. With an almost impercep-
tible click a minute needle of steel
came from the sole.

“I suspected how matters stood from
the first,” explained the inspector af-
terwards. “A hollow needle filled with
deadly venom, such as leaves no trace
of poison in the body, is placed upright
in the floor in front of the goddess of
murder. It is a secret known only to
the priests. Of course there are fifty
chances to one against its being trod-
den on upon a single occasion. But,
sooner or later, the day arrives. A
spectator places the sole of his foot
squarely upon the needle, as you were
about to do when 1 knocked into you
~—and you know the result. Doubtless
those burglars placed the needle in
your floor with the object of sacrific-
ing to Kali and incidentally of regain.
ing the statue by the terror which it
should inspire.”

DED RETURNING
FOM SO FOGTION

Kemys Warneford of Hamp-
ton Overcome Suddenly by
Death---Community Shocked
by The Sad Occurence.

Hampton, N. B, Feb. 4.—A very sad
and tragic wind-up to a most enjoy-
able social party occurred last night

SALE
OF |

WALL PAPER

20 p. c.
Discount

'Phone 697.

H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Ltd.,
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HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

Barnes & Co’s., Special Pens

They excel all others in smoothness and durabilty.

BARNES & CO., Ltd., - Stationers and Printers,

= = = = SL JOHN,N. B.

HIGH-
CLASS

104 KING STREET,

EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON,
TAILORS

Importers of High-Grade Cloths for Gentlemen's Wear.

TRINITY  BLOCK,

SIMULTANEOUS
FVANGELISTIC
MEETINGS

Have you read the list of the
churches participating in the cam-
paign?

St. David’'s Presbyterian.

Queen Square Methodist.

Germain Street Baptist.

8t. Andrew's Presbyterian will
meet in St. Andrew’s Church.

Leinster Street Baptist,

8t. John Presbyterian.

Carmarthen Street Methodist.

Centenary Methodist will meet
in Centenary Church,

E th Street Methodi

Waterloo Street Baptist.

Tabernacle Baptist.

Coburg Street Christian,

Brussels Street Baptist will
meet in Brussels Street Church.

The Congregational.

The Calvin Presbyterian,

Zion Methodist.

St, Stephen’s Presbyterian will
meet in St. Stephen’s Church,

Portland Methodist.

St. Matthew’s Presbyterian.

Victoria Street Baptist.

Douglas Avenue Christian.

Main Street Baptist will meet
in Main Street Church.

Ludlow Street Baptist.

Carleton Presbyterian.

Charlotte Street Baptist.

Carieton Methodist will meet in
Carleton Methodist Church,

Fairville Baptist.

Fairville Methodist.

Fairville Baptist will meet in
Fairville Baptist Church.

Meetings will also be held in
the Salvation Army Citadel, Char-
fotte Street.

for a ladies’ high grade
17 jeweled
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These watches are
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& month. Investigate this.

WILBUR & WATTERS.
20 WATERLOO ST.
R

A Pleasant Sight

FOR PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS is
the crowds of bright young men 'and
women now in attendance. All are
working with a snap nnd earnestness
which indicates that their work is both
interesting and instructive, Now Is a
good time to enter,

CALL AND SEE US,

at Hampton Village. A of

friends had spent the evening social-
ly at the home of Mr. and Mrs, George,
McAvity, among whom was young Mr.
Kemys Warneford, eldest son of Dr.
Percy. H. Warneford, who was appar-
ently one of the most interested and
happy of the guests present, The par-
ty broke up before midnight and the
friends started for their homes, Mr.
Warneford going to the team with Mr.
Judson Slipp for the short distance to
his home. On stepping out of the carri-
age he was overcome by a hemorrhage
and carried into the house in an un-
conscious condition.
and the family were immediately sum-
moned but within ten minutes the
young man had passed away.

The occurrence has filled the com-
munity with sympathetic sorrow as
the deceased with his family were
held in the highest regard. He was

i
:

en-

he Meetings Be-
gin Next
Monday Evening.

this second sorrow and affliction
comes with crushing power upon the
whole household. Two younger broth-
ers with the father survive.

CNGSCLEIR Ml ENS
LIFE WITH SHIT G0N

Fredericton, Feb. 4.—A traglc sui-
cide occurred yesterday at Kingsiey
fifteen miles from this city, the victim

being Henry Anderson, a well known

FOR HIGH GRADE
CONFECTIONERY

DELIGHTFUL ICE CREAM
and up-to-date Soda Drinks
with the latest and newest
flavors and fancies, call at

W. HAWKER & .SON
Druggists, 104 Prince Wm, St

After being In a melancholy state
for some time, due to {1l health, which
made it necessary for relatives to
watch his every move, the unfortunate
man when left alone a few min-
utes, shot himself with & rifie and died
some hours later aftep

cruciating pain. 3

vived by a wife and

the affair created a g
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