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§ Woman and ¢
Her Work §

It it is true as some oritics assert that
woman is destitute of & “sense of bumor,
‘how is it that she laughs at sll, or even
smiles, not to mention indulging in the
uproarious mirth which frequently con-
vulses her at a theatre or matines, or when
she witnestes some especially funny situs-
tion in real lite? It is so easy to make ss-
sertions and then keep repeating them un-
til the world is almost convinced that they
ave true ; ready to acoept them' on trust at
any rate without taking the troubls to im-
vestigate them. Inever counld understand
how people of aversge intelligence who are
gilted even with the most ordinary powers
.ot observation can seriously believe women
are without the very keenest sense of the
ridiculous when life faicly bristles with in-
stances of ‘her abilities ir this diraction,
and the woman who sees a joke in every-
thing is really more common than tbe man
who does the same.

I am williog to admit that there are

scores of women inthe world who'never
see & joke in their lives, snd who, even
when some exquisite piece of humor is
laboriously explained to them, will stare
blankly at the narrator and thén turn away
with a pitying ‘smile, but I have known
almost as many men afflictéd with the
same obtuseness, only—and this is really
. curious peculiarity that I have often
pozzled over; the man is almost invariably
6o ashimed to confess that he can't
see the point of s joke, that
be frequensly develops extraordinary in-
genuity in finding out & perfect new point
for himselt, and one which would never
haive occurred to the original composer of
the joke. A good illustration of this lies
in.the story of the man who once tried the
-effect of adelightfully simple ioke on an
Euglishman, by telling him the story of the
sign be onoe saw near & cross-road in Ire-
land, which read—¢‘Thi road leads to
Eoniskillen, N. B. [f you can’t read, ask
the blacksmith just- past the cross-roads.”
The Englishman listened gravely. to the
atory, and waited with that please-tell-me-
the-point, air 80 exasperating to & story
teller, after it was finished. Then, realiz-
injg there was no more to come, he ' ejacg-.
Jated* By Jove ! Funney !" and was silent.
Ten minutes afterwards,when the other man
hasalmost forgotten “his b, the Eog-
lishman suddenly woke up from & brain
study, broke into & prodigious roar, and
slapping his friend on the should shouted
exultantly, By, jove old fellow, great joke
eh? Could'nt see it for a minute but it just
came to me. The blacksmith did'nt live.
there at all! Haw! haw! haw! What a
deucs of a funny fellow you are I"

Now a woman would either have seen the
intended point aud failed to find any fun in
it, or else ehe would have frankly and in.
digoantly admitted that she saw no point
in the senssless story, and did not under-
stsnd how anyone else could.

I remember once laughing myself nearly
to pieces over an icresistably funny pict-
urein a comic paper, and as there was no
one else in the room to sympathize with
.m® but.a teiend wno hid never been guilty
of seeing the’ funny side of anyth'ng, I
showed it to her, for lack of a better -sub-
ject to try it on. She looked at it csre-
fully andunsmilingly, expressed a cynical
surprise that it took so little to make some
people laugh, and went on with her em-
broidery, while I went back to my picture.
Every time I looked atit the exquisite humor
of the thing strack me afresh, and .I laugh-
ed a little more : suddenly my friend laid
down her work , leaned back in . her chair
and burst out into such a perfect peal of
lsughter that I thought my hour of triumph

last. But she desiroyed the illusion ab-
ruptly as soon as she could ' speak, by
gasping—*‘Don’t imagine I am laughing at

that absurd cartoon,’] am laughing at you ;'

and if you could only see how silly you
Jook ‘chuckling and enickering over that
paper, you'd laugh; its funnier than any-
thing I ever saw before, to look at a grown
woman making such a fool of herselt over
pothing !” So we exch bad our own par-
ticular ideas of what constituted humor,
only they differed—that was all.

To come down to the argument of the
matter, it women are so lacking in the
gense of humor where do the smusing
writers find their evidence? Men, as 8
rule have little time for reading light litera-
ture, at least they spend their leisure mo-
ments in & different way. The woman
who . has. an hour to spare turns
lovingly towards the cosy cornmer with
its couch and oushions, hunta for the re-
mains of her last box of caramels, and when
he is comfortably ensconced devotes ber
hour to a delightful tete a-tete with J. M.
Barrie, Ian Maclaren, Mark Twain, or

»

| the world rings with her laughter and she

spenda his bour in's way that is really more
profitsble to him, ususlly onfhis whoel or at
the athletic grounds getting the exerc.se he
tools the need of at tennis, cricket or base-
ball. He does hot care_for reading in the
evening, there are s> many other thiogs to
do and the year only contains fifty two Sun-
days, many of which com? in summer when
be wants to be around out of doors and do
nothing.

Clearly then it is on our sex that the
makers of light literature chiefly depend
for their success, and if it were true that
we had no sense of humor, why then their
o3cupation would cease to be remunerative.
1t is asserted by people who should know,
that Barrie's books are more popular
amopgst women than men, and I know that
here I bave hesrd one man quits Arte-
mus Ward's inimitable ssyings, Mark
Twain's early and best sketches and Sairey
Gamp, and Mr. Toots jmmortal remarks,
1 have heard it least ten wom:n. You
make a casual reference to the way the
messenger who was sent to break Judge
Bagley's tragic death to his widow, ac-
complished the task, when you are coner-
sing with some fairly well edacated up-to-
date young man of your acquaintance and
see the strained lock that will come into
his eyes, or say *“Drat your Mrs. Harris,
1 don't balieve there's no sich a p 1
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Every Woman

should have among her assortment of footwear
a pair of good heavy solid laced boots for fall
We have a number of these
Jines now in stock at $1.75, and $2.00 per pair.—
They are warm and comfortable for this time
of year.—Worth while trying a pair.

snd winter wear.

aasnsd

dressmakers who consider them very com-
monplace ; as they aze so easily copied in
cheap materials that their vogue will be
short lived.  Dacidedly the most elegant
gowns shown are the street costumis ot
velvet in black and all the dark rich colors.
They are trimmed with far, jet and braid,
and are of course beyond the reach of

and see the horror at your valgarity {jwhich
will overspread his countensnce. Bat try
the same experiment on the average woman
and if her face doesnot light up with ap-
preciation—why DI'll engage to eat the
stump of pencil I'm writing with just now—
that's all. )

Woman without s sense of humor! Why

not only laughs with us but she makes us
laugh! Shade of *“The Dachess” body of
Helen Mathers and Rhoda Broughton, with
whom we have » 80 ‘Often and so
beartily ; pen of our Gwa Kit!" Shall men
say such things and’ live? Soulof the
grand George Eliot, finest and most subtle
of women bumorits I wonder what your
answer would have ‘been to such an ac-
cusation P

The tendency seems to be towards &
uniformity of material in oloth dresses, the
most elegant as well as the plainest being
made with bodice and dkirt of the same
materisl, but the dvesses are somehmes
composed of velvet in s slightly - lighter, or
perhaps a contwdsting color. The : tailor
gown which has.a btreet coat requires some
sort of waist, and ‘when something lighter
than the cloth bodioe is desired,plain satin,
matching the cloth in color, isused for a
shirt waist, or a more dressy blouse with
innumerable tusks goiog around it. Black
satin blouse waists are wora with any dark
cloth skict, and if they are made up prettily
they have a style of their own far superior
to the striped and flowered silksso popular
last season. A blouse of real velvet is
simply nnnpproaohlbie for beauty and ele-
gance, if ons can afford it; but if mot,
there are fine grades of velveteen which
really look almost as well.
The detachable basque is a feature of
many of these blouse waists, and it is valu-
able from the complets change it effacts
in the costume. Tt 18 either cut in tabs, or
in a plain round frill not very fall, and fit
ting closely over the hips trimmed on the
edge, and lined with slk.
Costumes of black cloth are vary much
worn this season, and the elaborate braid-
ing which dacorates them, adds greatly to
their elegant appearance. A very stylish
effect is also produced by making such
costames with a vest of velvet in some neu-
tral tint embroidered with gold, and facing
the edge of ths coat with white eatin.
Sometimes this order is reversed, snd the
vest is made of embroidered white satia,
while the revers of the coat are lined with
heliotrope or green velvet finely tucked
crosswise in groups, Aunother noticesble
point in the new tailor made coats is the
lining of plsin satin which usually matches
the cloth in color, the figured and striped
silks so long used for this purpote being
no longerin fashion.

The tight fitting costs and blouse coats
which are seen without number, have sl-
ready lost their popularity with the best

THE LIQUOR HABIT—
ALCOHOLISM.

1 guarantee to every victim ef the
liquor habit, no matter how bad the case,
that when my new vegetable medicine is
taken as directed, all desire for liquor is
removed within three dsys, and a per-
minent cure effected in three weeks,
failing which I will make no charge.
The medicine " is taken privately, and
without interfering  with business duties.
Immediate results—normal appetite, sleep
and clear brain, snd health improved in
every way. Indisputable testimony sent
sealed : T invite strict investigation.

A. Hutton Dixon,

‘| mendicants. The popular voics has de-

people whos3 pockets are not well lined ;
but a very pretty compromise on this ex-
travagent garment, is the dress with & vel-
vet bodiee, with a guimps neck and sleeves
of velvet in decided contrast; which latter
is one of ths very newest things in fashion.
The use of tucks, so narrow that they
look like mere cords, is shown in a cloth
dress, with ‘tucks dowa each side of the
front breadsh around.the sleeves, and up
and down the bodice. - The model is in
tan colored cloth; ‘énd the revers are of
white satin braided with gold aud brown,
the belt of brown . velvet and the rest of
white chiffon. .~ 40 < '

A gown of blue cloth; in the rich shade
s0 fashionable this winter, which is lighter
than cadet and yet darker than royal blue,
is trimmed with tubirlayRassian braid, and
edged on the bodice'sad epaulettes with
Persian lamb. “The little vest is of black
satin finely tucked, ‘and the belt of the
same is laid in folds, and” fastened witha
fancy buckle. \

A very Parisian effact is obtained ina
gown of plum colored serge]which is trim-
med with black velvet ¥ibbon, and made
with a vest of turquoise " blue velvet, and &
belt of black velvet- held in place with an
imitation turquoise buckle. Of course the
buckle may be real, if you can afford it,
but the turquoise is an expensive stone
now-a-days, sc only a few people can in-
dulge in buckles of it.

Amongst the handsomer coat bodices to
be worn with plain skirts, is one of green
cloth with ravers of ermine, and ajmandar-
in velvet vest. Black braid outlines the
square cut out on the front, and trims the
sleeves. With such coats there is a plain
skirt of the same material.

Very simple straet costumes tor morning
wear are the chacked wool skirts;worn with
a plain eatin shirt waist, and a short j rcket
of plain cloth, matching the dark color in
ths check.

Amongst the fashionable colors for the
present season, are red plum, aluminum
gray, and abbess violet, which is a lovely
combination of blue and violet, and most
becoming to anyone who bas a good color'.

1t is considered the  correct thing mnow,
to have your hat match your gown, or the
coat you wear with it—thus if your gown
is red, and your coat fawn, you are
equally well dressed with a red, or & fawn
hat, which is very convenient tor that large
majority who cannot afford a hat to wear
with each dress.

One would almost think that the govern-
or and ‘governess general’ as they are now
being termed would have been afraid to
come back to]Canada, after the memorable
soliciting tour in the Unites States. Bat
perhaps their newspapers were not for-
warded, and thus they remained in bliss-
fal igonorance of all that their Canadian
subjects wera saying about them, and the
storm of righteous indignation they bave
called down upon their devoted heads, by
their innocent little act of running across
the border of a country notoriously hostile
to Canada, and passing around the tin cup
for contributions all ‘‘unbeknowast as it
were, to the peoplejmost concerned, per-
haps Lady Aberdeen and her amisble
spouse intended the collection as & pleas-
snt {surprise _for their Canadian frienis,
and contemplated presenting the ¢Mass-
achusetts cottage” to us as a Christmas
box; but with all due gratitude for their
good intentions, we should have infinitely
prefered to have had our opinion asked be:
fore being presentsd to our American
cousing, who love us mot, in the light of

clared itselt against Lady Aberdeen’s

perhaps Dickens, that sweet humorist who
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Britain and to insist on pushing it in &
foreign country and forcing it on Canadians
whethar they will, or no, is scarcely an act
showing ‘either good , taste, or common
sense.

The Halifax Evening Mail talks like a
father to the enthusisstic couple in these
very plaia terms:
©“Uar old scqaaintances, the goveraor
and governess-genmeral, have been at it
agsin. They are nmow engag:d, 8o it ap-
paars, travelling through the United States
begging money for Lady Aberdeen's toolish
pucse fad. Having appealed to Canada
and Great Britain in vain, the Countess
has taken Lord Abardeen along with her
and gone off on a hegging trip through the
territories of Uacle Sym. It Canada had a
government composed of sensible and
patiotic men, this kind of thing would be
i ible, for the tion of the home
authorities would only require to be drawn
to it to lead to Lord Aberdeen's immediate

there never before was such a spectacle as
the representative of the Queen in Canads
travelling through a foreign country beg-
ging for coppers for an alleged Canadian
charity that the people ot Canada bave
refused to have anything to do with.”

Itis really very cruel of the newspapers
to speak so unkindly to their rulers, sad I
should mot be surprised if the objcts of
their wrath felt burt about it, -and wanted
to go home. ASTRA.

WONDERFUL.

Plles Cured in 3 to 6 Nights—Itching, Bura-
ing Skin Dlseases Relleved ia one day.

De. Agnew's Ointment will cure all
casea of itching piles in from three to six
nights. One applicstion brings comfort.
For blind snd bleeding piles it is peerless.
Also cures tetter, eczema, barber’s itch
and all eruptions of the skin. Rlieves in
a day. 35 cents.

B
RAILROAD BED ON 8PRINGS.

Will Lessen the Wear and Tear on Tcacks
and Rolliog Stock,

A railroad bed on springs bas been re-
cently patent:d with the idea of lessening
the wear and tear on the tracks aud rolling
stock. The tie consists of a body and a
top section and in the top of the body of
tha tie, near each end, are grouped four
ho'es or recesses, into which enter corre-

BE WISE.

Try a Proved Medicine on the first
DANGER SIGNAL.

On the first hint of heart or nerve
trouble try a proved medicine, one that
ured others, and will cure you. Don’t

has ¢!
wait for $he second danger signal, but take
the righ$ remedy in time.

Mrs. E. James, 36 Arcade St, Mont.
real, Que., says, * For several years I have
been troubled with my heart and nerves.
My heart would pulgite.be terribly, and
when it did so, I could not go up-stairs
without resting. I would have severe
attacks of despondency, and got so bad ab
last, that for two weeks I could not go
up-stairs to my room. My blood became
‘weak and impoverished, due to an attack
of Ia grippe. I would have & ‘dull heavy

ain in my heart, together with terrible

eadaches, and took remedy after remedy,
but without avail.

«Then I heard of Milburn’s Heart arid
Nerve Pills, and started taking them.
From the very first I gained rapidly, and
am now better than I have been for years.
Mhyolh:ut and n:hrvel are all m‘ ::dﬂ ni:ly
w system thoroughl .

igorated, the dis ,y.., pt from
which I suffered having completely lef$
recommend

me. I cannot too highly
have made s
: 290

these wonderful pills as t!

nursing scheme both in Canads ani Gres

pertect cure in'my case.”

yvecall. In all the history of this country,’

A CLEAR COMPLEXION

@R, The Outward
e Sign of
e [nward Health.

y Lovely

i~ . (Faces,

Beautifal ‘Necks,

SRRty White Arms and Hands
‘DR. CAMPBELL'S

Safe Arsenic Complexion Wafers
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MEDIGATED RSENIG GOMPLEXION Sogp

Will give You All These§

" If you ave annoyed with !

Freckles,
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H. B. FOULD, Sele Proprietor,
144_Yonge Sireat, Toroate, Out.

Sold by all druggists in St John, :
The Canadisn Drug Oo.. Wholesale Ageats.

Sosp, 50

sponding lugs or posts on the wnder face ot
the top section, a spring besiog ocoiled
around each lug or post and bearing upen
the upper face of the body of the tie amd
the under face Ot thy, top seetion. The
springs are normally strong enough to pre-
vent the top sec ion being pressed down-
ward by the weight of a moving t-a'n into
contact with the bottom section, the track
being thus practically spring-cushioned
throughout its length. ~ The rails are firmly
held in pisce on these movable sections of
the ties by the usual chairs or clamps.

A PREACHER'S STORY,

Like Other Mortals he fall Victim to Dis-
ease—Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal ' Powders
was the Agent which Restored H o
Health and he Gladly Allows His Name
to be Used in Telling it that Others may
be Benefited too.

Rav. Chss. E. Whitcombe, Ractor of St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, and Principal
of St. Matthew's Church School Hamilton,
was a great sufferer. Dr. Agnew’s Catarr-
hal Powder cured him, and he now_ pro-
claims to the world that as s safe, simple
and certain cure it has no equal. It never
fails to relieve catarrh in ten minutes, and
cures permanently.

Eftcts of Rire and of Dpnse Alr.

Dr. Von Liebig of the Uaiversity of
Munich calls attention, in Science, to some
of the curious effects at rarefied and con-
densed air on human respiration. On high
mountains some persons experience dis-
tressing ‘shortness of breath,’ one result of
which is that they are unable to whistle.
Preciscly the sam? effact is sometimes pro-
duced by the condensed air in caissons and
and diving balls. Laborers working in

p d air frequently find, however,
thay, their powers of exertion are incressed
as long,as the atmospheric pressure isn't

more thap double that of ordinary air; but
beyond t! nflp‘(:ink unpleasant effects are
 expetisheed after the men bave leit the
working shafte sud returned into the open
air. . On the other hand high atmospheric
pressure in. ths case of ns not doing
manuel labor has been found to act asa
n:f:hl stimulus, increasing the imdulse to
talk.

The Power ef Elestriolty.

By this agency Nerviline is made' to
g:nemte to the most r<mote nerve—every
bone, muscle and ligament is made to feel
its beneficent power. Nerviline is & wond-
erful remedy, pleasant to éven the young.
est child, yet so powerfully far reachi
in its work that the most agonizing inte:
or external pain yields as if by magic.

A Oonfidence Game,

James—Is it true that Deaton Smith
fell frdm gracs ? ‘ o 4
» Brown—8o I understand. :
Jones—What was the cause of it
? mual:'lms'lql:pod ] valk
ones— ipped on the sidewalk eh
Brown—No; he boughi thiree green oiles

of & train boy for & quarter. sk,
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