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ON GIVING MEN WHAT THEY WANT.

If one ns the word “want” in its largest and
H deepost wense in reference to the receptive power of
3 ViRt At i« indeed a most praiseworthy thing
' to be satisfying the wants of humanity
»' Jut 1t is aleo true that, according to the ordinary
! use of languace, men want, or can be induced to
a great many things which are not for their
and many also which make for their ruin. 1If
then one i« mini-tering to his fellowmen a great

Aeh et on what is meant by their wants
The pl f giving men what they want is made
L the exciu~e ior sotting many stumbling blocks .in the
war of weak and errant humanity. By that lament
ably Ia of persons who are willing to en
ich them=elves at the expense of what should be
accounted mo=t precious to their fellowmen, it seems
o he un t if only thev are supplying what
thers 1 I for they are doing no wrong, or
at le fowrome 1 e, the responsibility does not
8 rest uporn themschves, but upon those who are will
ing t he hurtiul things at their hands. This
) 1ty | upon which the liguor business,
the immaora v, the publishing of base and cor
rupting teratnge and many another business most
pernicic . t effects upon the individual and so
4 clety frnded In fact it iz about the only
defence wl cmpted by those who far the sake
of material AT v other considerations ar infam
us. ar Iing to minister to every evil appetite

BN A f which mankind is susceptible

One need have no hesitation in calling such an ar
gument  ditholieal. 1t ik the argument of Cain

Awe | 1 ther's keeper”” 1t might be used for
th {efir { the serpent’s approach to the mother
f mar I Kder tempt her with t_hm which
wa the ever and which seemed a thing

1 to be A one wise And to the present

Iay 1} rit of him who was a murderer from the

: Bewitiiie n o the world, and men who for the sake

i f gn Il themselves to be his servants seek by
means of an endle variety of forhidden fruits to
tempt the <on< and daughters of Fve to ruin

It i« wonderful what men and women too, will do

afor mom W.ll ha it been said that 4he love
thereof 1< a root of all evil Doubtless much evil
is wrought by want of thought as well as by want
of heart, h the instances in which men —even men
s who are considered respectable, perhaps also Chris
tian, will or in busginess the success of which
it means the moral rnn of their fellow ‘men is truly
4 appalling In many cases, it -would seem, such a
coarse is i ed deliberately or with a wilful disre
gard which, in the circumstances, is
scarcely les than cool deliberation.

For the <ake of getting wealth, for instance, a man
engagres  in the  business  of distilling  spirituous
hquors Thi business brings thim money, and he is
enabled to clothe himself with all the respectability
which wealth ean purchase.  This man may be in
many resjiec an estimable citizen, and when he dies
there may be nothing but good to say of him so
far as hi: personal character is concerned. And yet

s that map must Know that the increase of his fortune
means ruin to many of his fellowmen. He cannot be
even wilfullv ignorant of the fact that the business
by which he huas his wealth and to which he is lend-

2] ing the respectablity of his name forms an essential

part of a terrible curse which rests upon the man-
hood and womanhogd of the land.  Another man de-
i termines to make a fortune by conducting one or

more great newspapers. His methods of journalism
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may be marked by many admirable features and
much that is whol

and valuable may find place
in the pages of his paper, but if, .as .is too frequent
ly the case the supreme purpose is to make money.
it may be expected "that certain sections of the pa
per‘will be devoted to advertisements which entirely
ighore the moral interests of its readers, and other
sections will be devoted to & class of cheap litera-
ture which, because of its éxciting character, will be
eagerly welcomed by a large class of readers, and
will be read with more or less harm by others whose
better judgment condemns it as incapable of satisfy-
ing any wholesome want of mind or heart. Some
of this literature which is seeking and finding ad-
mission to Christian homes, it should be plainly said,
is a positive incitement to vice and crime and could
scarcely be better adapted to do the devil’s work if
it had been written and published with the sole pur
pose of destroving the souls of the readers. Tt would
he easy to multiply examples indefinitely to.show
how powerfully the haste to be rich operates upon
men and syndicates to cause them to ignore all the
moral interests of their fellowmen in effecting this
grand purpose:’ And if these destroyers of manhood
are called to any account for what they do, their
one defence iz that they are but giving the people
what they want and the people must be permitted
to be their own judges in the matter.

Tt is scarcely necessary to point out how utterly
at variance with this utter disregard of the highest
interest of humanity is.the spirit of Christianity. Tt
is true indeed, in the profoundest sense, that Christ
But he address
es himself to the wants that are real and that are
highest. Tt is with no forbidden fruit that he would
aatisfvy men’s hunger, it i= not with the things that

came to give men what they want.

excite and intoxicate that he would feed their souls,
hut with the bread that came down from heaven,
and with the water that springs up unto eternal life
What Christ came to give is Heaven’s answer to the
rral wants of mankind His word inspires, and he
himself satisfiee man’s hunger for the highest and
hest that -he is capable of desiring and receiving
How necexsarv in these days of shameless mammon
worship that we should keep the divine ideal ever be
fore our eyves! When 0 many are willing to rell
their own souls and the souls of their fellowmen for
gold, Christians would do- well to inquire whether
their attitude toward their fellowmen is that of the
great Master Tt is surely worth while for every
man who calls himaell a Christian to sngnire what
part he is plaving in the world and in his own com*
munity Ix it 4he part of a good shepherd who in
some real sense is laving down bis life for others. or
is it the part of the woll. the robber or ghe hireling
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CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IIN INDIA.

The Raptist Times and Freemau gives the following ac
count (with some remarks ~f its own) of a correspondence
on Misgions to the heathen which has been going on lately
in the columns ~f the | ondon Times :—It was started by
Sir A. B Tullock, who was unable to resist the impulse to
tell “the kindhearted old lad‘es at bome who so liberally
subscribe to the conversion of the ‘p-or benighted heathen
who bow down to sticks *nd stones, " " tn the detriment of
their own poor relations. how their money is wasted
Enormous sums are thus contributed, he assured them, but
real conversions are hardly worth referring to At one time
Rir Al xander thought the money spent on missions was
entirely wasted; lately, however, he has seen reason to
modify his opinions, and admits that medical missionarics
are doing usefu! work, and that the good people of this
country, in svpporting schools and collegrs in India, are
saving the Giovernment from the cost of education to a
considrrable extent. Of coursa there have been plenty of
peorle ready to take up the cudgels in defence of missions
and missioraries. He has been pelted with statistics. One
correspondent pointed out that the census teports for the
last four decades show that, while the population of India
has increased 1} per cent., the native Christian population
has incr 'ased by 30.8 per cent. At that rate Protestant
Christianity would absorb the whole population by the
middle of the twenty-first century. Mr. P tt Banarjee com-
forts the poof relations by showing that the communicants
of Protestant churches in the United Kingdom are contrib-
uting balf-a-farthing in the pound of their incomes snnually
to Foreign Missions,and asserts unhesitatingly that Christian
migsions in India are a success. Finally, Sir Alexander co
far withdrew hischarges as to say that his object in writing
was to 1 the doubtful and to emphasize the need for
sending out the very hest men we can as missionaries. . Our
social and ministerial failures at' home are not good enough
Yo carry the Gospél to the beathen. We quite agree, and
are glad to know from his own experience that maoy, at
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least, of the missionaries with whom he has come in con
tact are “earnest, hard - working men and women " Testi
mony to the success of missions in lndia has come during
1he last week from annther quirter. Al the annual weeting
of the Christian iterature Society for India Mr. Samucl
Smith, M P, and Lord Rad tock both bore witness frim
their own personal observations to the marvellaus change
that has passed over 'ndia of Jate vears. Lord Radstock,
who has just returned from a fifth visit, expressed the beliet
that the psychological moment had come for formiug the
character of India, and that the Chustian ideal was per-
meating the whole country. .

Editorial Notes.

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, has bern selected as
the place of meeting for the Russo-Japanese Peace
Conference Washington was the place at first named
in the negotiations, but Washington is perhaps a
hot as Ottawa in August, and it is considered that
will find conditions more favor

the plenipotentiar
able at Portsmout! But if the gentlemen from the
East and the Far Fast desire ideal conditions for
their important mecting  they should come to St
John In ti
ficulty in |

favored v would have no dif

ping < under  any  provocation.

Though the Conferenee is  to meet at Portsmounth,
yet if peace result ard that 1t s to be known

as the Peace of We

hingtaon.

De. Kerr Bosce Tupper, recently pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Philadelphia, has become the

suecessor of Do Lorimer as pastor of the Madizon

Avenue Church, New Yorl I'he “Watchman's” New
York correspondent 1 s rumored  that  the
promis made the w o pastor “Cinelic worl
plant not wlapted to the situation than Tremo
Temple in Boston - a great metropolitan tabernacle
that ¢ the Baptist  rallving point for Greater
New I'he i~ room for 1tz plenty of money
to do rothe p ors of it can he me

feel 1 ne vy and irable: and if the new

fulfills the expectations of his people thor

be a leader who can bhring all these things to pass.”
The Cor wionalizt of Boston or
“Swisher, a Bapti cholar, who some years i

vestigated the early Istory of Roman Catholic mon
astic orders in Mexico, has just received the degree
ol LI, D, from St Maey's Collige, @ Ronvan Qatho
lie institution in Mn

and It has been claimed
that this is the first  recogmition of a Protestant
+ Roman Catholic college. Rev.
dden has hang

scholar or divin

Dr. Washingt

nupon the walls

of his stud, herished it among his choicest po

Keme Wit showlng that Notre Dame Uni
versity n |1 rred the degree of Doctor of
Law n him, n opnttion of his catholicity of
prrit f in. the A P A
mover

It 1 | { lichne whont fing 1

not niine A n f the mternational
" yeen h i ¢ vl
} | ' T 'y th h

' n \ ] it th t elft)
Tul e v from Mick an

" t Cnnad 1 T
hrave Canid } it one . o avenge
the ! th American *fly
which \ hatel nr ATy
1t Lo pre Whother th W conld offer the
e ex v thr beiny drunk
we d t knowy

Bire Croege 2 writing in tehmai

i the AT t f the Toror vonal
Sunday hool ntior \ The Convention
wne A ed b, and for the mast part the
deley together From the platform it wa

casy to form a mental composite picture of the Con
ventior The leading characteristic of the delegat
was a kind of moral earnestne that made them
onger to follow the proceeding

to vote intelligently
and to take away that which would minister to then
permanent effectiveness If not drawn from the most

fashionable circles our great citie

the delegate
certainly did not come from the backwoods. The men
had no hayseed in their hair and the women wer
evidently not ignorant of the prevailing modes. They
were the people that could give backhone to any in
stitution. The women were women of sense and eul
tivation, and the men were
Their names would be a first-clase

strong and effiective
endorsement.”” The
spoeches were not all equally good. or the speaker
all equally effective in presenting their ideas. Some
of them did not have the art of saying things, but
‘“‘there was a great deal of direet, thoughtful, spirit
ual and convincing discourse The speaker
full of their subjects, and they aimed not simply to
get something off their own minds, but to get some
thing into the minds of their hearers.”

& were

—The Automony Bills have reached the Senate, and
it is a foregone conclusion that they will pass that
body. The feature of the brills principally discussed
in the Upper Chamber, as in the House of Commons,
is the school question. Tt is not probable however,
that much time will be consumed over the bills in
the Senate. The Government has decided to impose
separate schools in the new Provinces and can com-
mand the necessary majority. This course, however,
we are compelled to believe, is determined "neither by
constitutional reasons nor by adherence to Liberal

A
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