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The Pauing Yur.

The year now closing has brought with it much
that must. {nspire Christian hearts with gratitude
and thanksgiving. In respect to material i nferests,
it has been a prosperous year for Canada. The
husbandman has not toiled in vain, nor have work-
ers in other departments of the country's industries
spent their strength for naught. In none of the
Provinces has there been any general failure of the
crops, and throughout the Dominion the harvest, on
the whole, has been well above the average.
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories have had
avother magnificent grain harvest. This means
much for the Northwest. Farmers who were strug-
gling with adverse circumstances are getting on
their feet,and those who had gotten fairly establish-
ed are enjoying increased prosperity. The whole
Dominion feels the effect of these generous harvests
which not only enrich the people and stimulate
trade and commerce, but also attract a constantly
growing immigration which in its turn is contribut-
ing to the rapid development of the country’s re
sources; As the vast .agricultural resources of the
Northwest are thus developed, new channels for the
marketing of its products become a necessity. With
one trans-continental railway, . traffic is cougested.
To meet the demands of the increasing harvests
larger facilities for traffic are demanded, s&nd ac-
cordingly we have been hearing of late of one or
more new trans-continental lines of railway to be -
constructed in the near futuret

In respect to other industries also, as well as
the agricultural interests, 1902 has been a good year
for Canada. In mining, in lumbering, in the fish-
eries; there has been at least a fair measure of pros-
perity. The manufacturing industries of the coun-
try have never been 8o extensive and so prosperous,
the volume of trade has gone on expanding, and
there probably has never been a time in the history
of the country when thefe was a more constant de-
mand for labor at good wages than * during the’ past
year. For what we have received of material good
from a bountiful Providence there is therefore great
reason for gratitude, Probably no other people has
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afford good ground for hope of continued peace and
a united South Africa under British rule. Canada
has been deeply interested in the war. Her volun-
teers had fought valiantly for the flag Ju South
Africa, and had in some measure contributed to
bring the war to a successful issue. The end of the
war was, accordingly, to Canadians an occasion for
very sincere rejoicing and gratitude. The severe

illness of the King, the conseguent postponement of
the coronation ceremonies and the apprehension
that the coronation might never take place, are mat-
ters in respect to which Canada very fully shared
the feelings of those of the mother land,and the joy
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Dr. Temple said : “My father was & workingman, s
soldier, who, at the time of bis desth, was governor of
acolony ; but he died when I wasthirteen, and I had
to make my own lving at seventeen, I have known
what it was to go without a fire because I could not
afford one, and I have often worn patched clothes and
boota,” !

—While there are, actording to the common reckon.
ing, only fifty-two weeks in a year, we have demonstrated .
to our own sstisfaction, and we bope also to the satisfac-
tion of our readers, that by good management it is pos-
sible, at least sometimes, to crowd fifty-three weekly
issues of a religlous newspaper ioto a year. This we
have ded in doing, and if any of our readers will

that every Joyal Briton felt at the King’s r
and his eventual coronation was also fully shared by
Canadians.

We have much reason for satisfaction in the fact
that the Emplre is now practically at peace with the
world. We do mot forget of course that there has
been some trouble on the borders of the Empire in
India, or that there are still some accounts to settle
ip Somali-land, or the unfortunate affair with Vene-
zuala. But there is good reason to hope that the
latter will soon be peaceably adjusted, and the
others are hardly of serious consequence. The re.
lations of Great Britain with the nations generally
are of a friendly character. The Government of the
United States under President Roosevelt, as mnder
his predecessor, seems disposed to promote friendly
feelings between the two great branches of the
Eunglish speaking people. The relations between
Great Britaiv and France, it is gratifying to know,
are more cordial than for some time past. . There'ls
indeed some distrust of Germany, on the part of the
people rather than of the Government of Great
Britain, but apart from this, the relations of the
Empire with the other vations of Europe seem to be
undisturbed. If therefore we are disposed to count
our national blessings at the close of this year of
grace, we shall certainly find- that as a people we
have abundant reason for gratitude 'to the Giver of
all Good.

o

Editorial Notes,

—An encouraging number of new subscribers have
been entered on our list during the past few weeks. We
are grateful to our friends who are co-opera‘ing with nsin
seeking to enlarge the circulation of the paper. And
now if every subscriber will kindly see that the label on
bis piper indicates that his subscription is paid in ad-.
vance, we shall go forward into the new year with very
cheerful and hopeful spirits, prepared to do our wvery
best for our readers. May the New Year upon which we
are about to enter bring much real bappiness to all the
reeders and friends of the MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

~The latest retarne we have seen from the vote on
the Ontario Liguor Act bring up the total sffirmative
vote to 194.700; sgainst the Act 107,234, giving a major-
ity for the Act of 93,436. The fival returns will probably
still further incresse the affirmative vote and the masjor-
itv. It rather looks now as though, if the temperance
people of Untario had spent in united effort to carry the
Act the force that was expended in denouncing the Gav-
ernment for making the conditions, as was supposed,

greater cause for thanksgiving in this r t than
have we of Canada,

And when we turn to consider the negative bless-
ings, if we may so call thewm, we must surely dis-
cern large cause for gratitude because of our immu-
nity from any great afflictions or calamities. There
have been wars in the earth, but no sound of martial
strife has been heard within our borders. Famine
and Pestilgnce have gome forth on their deadly
errands, we have heard the report of them, but they
have not come near us. Thére have been destruc-
tive earthquakes in many places, and volcanoes
have hurled forth desolation and deathrupon villages
and cities, floods and cyclones have wrought devas-
tation in the earth, but none of these things have
visited us. Minor losses and-calamities there have
been, indeed, but as a people we have been caused
to dwell in peace and safety and the sun of prosper-
ity has shone upon us.

As Great Britain’s oldest and most important
colony, Canada is more or less vitally concerned in
all that effects the Empire, and during the year
some events have occurred in which the people of

_ have rejoiced in one spirit with those of the
mother land. The Boer war which had so severely
taxed the patience and the resources of the Empire
came to an end in Jume, under conditions which

»

ible, the ber of votes necessary to give effect
t) the Act might have beensecured.

—Dr. Alexander Maclaren was sufficiently recovered
from his vecent {lluess to be able to preach on the first
Sunday in December, Before entering upon his sermon
Dr. Maclaren alluded very feelingly to the great loss
which the Free churches of Hogland had sustained, since
he last stood before his congregation, iu the desth of
Hugh Price Hughes and Dr. Parker. ‘ Perhaps never,"
said Dr, Maclaren, ** have two such stars set within so
brief & space. A great stretch of sky looks empty lack-
ing their light. If I may be permitted a person-
al reference, I may say that the death of Dr. Parker has
touched me very nearly, for we are co-evals in ageaund
co-temporaries in our ministry in Manchester, and his
departure has intensified the sense of loneliness which
accompanies long life.” :

—The late Arch|
with being one of
Salisbury,

a
hop of Canterbury was credited
bardest workers of his time. Lord

& great worker, is said once
to have observed to a friend that he was ashamed to talk
of hard work in the presence of the Archbishop. The
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Archbishop was an of temperance and,
we believe, a total abstainer, and attyibuted his long life
and good health to his abstinence. Nor was he ashamed
of the fact that in his early life he had had the experi-
ence of poverty. Soon after he became Archbishop, in
the course of an address before & working man's meeting,

take the trouble to count the iswues of 1902 they will
find that there are 53 of them. We hope that our sub-
scribers will appreciate this as being good Secripture
measure, We wish it to be fairly understood, how-
ever, that this Is not to be taken &8 = precedent,
s0 that no subscriber will find fault with ue if we do not
sive him the 53 weekly lssues in 1903. To be frank we
do not think that what we have done this year could be
repeated more frequently than about once in seven years
without some reconstruction of the solar svstem, which
would be & matter involving nn considerable difficulty.

~The Anthracite Strike Commission which is charged
with the duty of enqalring into the facts connected with
the recemt great Coal Strike has adjonrned ita sittings
until january 6. The testimony so far taken before the
Committee makes It clear that both on the part of
the conl companies and on that of the miners there has
y- much conduct that ie far from idesl. As was shown

Iast week, there has been evidence to show that the

d by mi at the hands of the opera-
tors has been in some instances heartless in the extreme.
For some days before the adjournment the Omnldo-
was engsged in taking the testl of i
mmmwmt-u-mmwu«
to which they had beed subject during the strike. And
this evidence brings to light conduct on the part of
union miners toward non-union men and their families,
which is of a character to excite the keenest indignation.
The sctions charged against the union minersin this
evidence include mnot only persecution of nom-union
minersand their families by boythh..d.e but asssult,
destruction of hovees and other property by dynamite
and fire and aleo langhter and d Prabably
it will mot be eonmdod by snyone that such conduct
had the approval of the officers of the Miners’ Union or
of the grest body of the miners, but these acts were
conc omitents of the strike, which the Union seems to
bave been unable to suppress.

—In two recent issnes the /ndependent bas given some
highly interesting and important imformation in refer-
ence to a stele or tab'et discovered by M. de Morgan in
the excavation of the ruins of Suss, the snclent capital
of Elam. Daring the lost ten years M. de Morgan, who
s & careful scholar-and an experienced excavator, bas
been working upon the exploration of those rains, under
the direction of the French Goverament, Much that is
of value for archaeologicsl science has been brought to
light, but the objact of greatest interest is the code of
Hammurabl which was found inscribed on the stele
mentioned above. Hammurabi was King of Babylon
about 2300 B, C., and is identified with the Awmraphal
King of Shinar of the fourteenth chapterof Genesis He
established a great Semitic Empire covering all the
known East, from Elam or Persia to the Mediterrunean
Ses, with Babylon as its capital city. The Hammarabi
Code for the Government of the Ewpire, inscribed on
the stele, contains 280 separate laws. ‘' This code,” the
Independent says, *'ls not slmply the weightiest docu-
ment yet found on Babylonisn culture, but the oldest in
the history of institutions and one of the most important
in the history of early civilization. The history
of early law will have to be rewritten. Moses can no
longer stand as the oldest known lawgiver., It will no
longer be possible to charge that the Pentateuch con-
taing legislation too mi and elaborate to bel to
the period of the Bxodus. . It will be unnbj-ct
of innumersble discussions snd will require not a Jittle
critical history to be rewritten. Of course its bearing
on Old Testament history and institutions wili be of
chief interest, for the Code of Hammurabl is more than
half a thousend y older than the oldestdate ever
assigned to the law of Moses,”
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To Our Subscribers.

This issue of the Musseworm Anp VisiToR com-
pletes the 64th volume of the Christlan Messenger, the
530d volume of the Christian Visltor and the 18tk volume
of the MessENGER AND Visrron.

Doubtless there are some smong our subecribers,
whose names have been continuslly on the 1t since the
first issue of the Messenger or the Visitor. We shall be
glad to have s Vst of their names, and also of thosy, now




