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%* The Sunday Schcx>l «ж
BIBLE LESSON

\ Special Contributors.
Must bk. There is no escape from this
law.

8. The wind blow rth. The term for 
" wind ” in Hebrew and Aramaic, as well 
as in Greek, was also the term for *'spirit,” 
the immaterial in man being represented i 1 “z. 
in a metaphor by the invisible but life- 
giving breath. Where it lîstkth 
(pleaseth), ». e., according to its un know n 
laws, and not according to our pleasure < r 
will. Thou hear est thk sound
THEREOF, ttc. You see the results, lut rr^=r-??£ra£ 
you cannot tell the cau*s ahich яе ~г:т~~
beyond out retch. We jfnow the fee’s 
though we cannot see the methods. '*

For God so loved the world that be gave the pauses of the conversation"we may erf- 
his only begotten Son. th»t whosoever peture they heard the wind without." 7.4o 
helieveth in him should not perish, but is every one that is Born of thr 
have everlasting life, John 3 : 16. Spirit. The^Spirifs methods we с»тАі<к

know, but the facts of the new life are as 
plain and certain as that thj» strong wind

dfcceecngct ♦<* IDieitoc.
- U.UJ — I 1-ent.--

Abridged from Peloubets’ Notes. 
First Quarter.

CHRIST AND NICODKMUS. 
Lesson IV. Januaryb22r=-Johnt : 1-16. 

Study Verses 1-21.
Compare 2 Cor. 5 : 17-21. ^ 

Commit Verses 14-16.

GOLDEN TfcXT.

Chits. A. Baton Cannot give 
e ihjcct tind date ; Dr. Keir- 
stead: Series upon “ The Rein- » 
tion of Higher Education to 
the Do velopm-mt of Christiaft 
life"; 41. F. Waring : *' Tire 
Bridge of Education," and 
“ Sermonettes on Sin"; J. A.

. Gordon : Three articles ,011 
‘•Church Financé”; (i.O Gates; 
Upon Palestine ; M. A.’ Mc- 
Letui : * Some Phases of Chris­
tian Lite ; W. W. Weeks :
“ Flushes from My Forge";
Dr. Sawyer : Four articles— 
subject not given ; J. D. Free­
man : “ The Sunday School as . 
an Evangelistic Opportunity”;

A paper which every mari- W. II. Warren : 1. Impressions
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holding the mort correct opinion, p^ch ^^bntth.Mt dis * nT.Tprov.rt 
(“*«• J3 : V L *"? ‘її!1!? . ,0S the by the peeche. that grow mi it.
'!' ** 2? III. Tint Aithoritv Bhhi

like Ntcodemu. and Paul, were the beat Tk»chbr.—V» 9-13 9 How can these 
roll for planting the gnepel truths. THINGS hk ? The myeteriee in religion aie 
NICODKMUS. A Greek name in common ,,u the my»ten«|» in nature. In both 

know of htm M recorded h#çt «#>., the facts are easily comprehended, 
and in John 7:50; I9j39. which tmphea plain enough even for a child to use. 
that he became a dlMtiple A RULER ok ^hi h cases the methods of operation are 
THK.JKWS •( Archon ) a Greek term, a „yatery. The life of « seed i. as mysteri 
applted to the members of the Sanhed- on, „ the new birth of a soul.
nm)• __ 10 Art thou a master (rather, ” the

AçCamk to Jesus by NIGHT» He went teacher," a. in *. v.) of Israel, the 
by nÿht (1) because commorf prudence teacher of the Israelites, known and dis- 
would lead him so to do. ft was not wise anguished by thy learning ? And know- 
to commit himself till he knew more about NOT THBSK things > 
the new teacher. He would not launch important that every teacher should know 
ont oq an unknown voyage over an nn- them which arc ,aught in the Scriptures 
known sea. (a) Others might have inter- ,tady (*t,k. 11 :19;. 18: jt : 36: 26I. 
fered with his investigations. (3) The .and are taking place on the earth before 
quiet evening hour, after the public work 
and teaching of Jesus were over, and the 
crowds had retired to their homes, * as by KNOW
far the best time for this pnrpoae It is changes made by the Holy Spirit in the 
well to note that his going st all implies new birth ; the freer life, the higher joys ; 
strength of character, unprejudiced desire ,he „ ov„ ; ,hc holier lives ;
for the truth, earnestness, and honesty of the no 1er motive*, art* matters not of mere 
pnrpoae. ' theory nor of promise, but of experience

Thou art a Teacher comb from God ,„d knowledge Here is found the proof
And therefore with a message from God of Ue —from ft,, human ride. And
which would be eyes to the blind and a YB rbckivb not our witnhss Vi 
light to the path. Ntcodemua ante, that the na ion a« a whole 
he might find an anawer to the puzzling ,, „ , „Avg.vrol.o vou karthlv
.pestions that thronged «round him He things. Thing, whose proper рік____

Jesus had publicly Riven manifestation are on the eatto, such as the 
was from God. For no new birth of which be heel spoken In

MSN can do thesk MIRACLES, signs, vs 3 *. How SHALL VE HELIEVK, if I
etc. It is possible that, as Professor Dods tell vou of heavenly things ? 
thinks, he came also to guide and help Heavenly things." are those truths 
"this inexperienced Galilean " In his „hich could not t>e learned without a 
mission. He was a man of influence, and revelation from heaven ; diving for give- 
might thus aid the cause. „raa, the perfect, free, universal love of

it. The Teacher Presents the God. the divine nature of Christ the atone- 
Fundamkntal Truth of the Kingdom ment, .the reality of life beyond the grave, 
of God,—the Essential Condition ‘of the way obtain it, the blessedness of 
Entering is a New Heart, a New heavrn, the g’ories of the Messiah's king 
Life.—Vs. 3-8, 3. Jesus answered the jom „„ц
inquirer's needs, ;he questions of his soul. ,,.N0 man hath ascended uf to 
Verily, verily. Uying great emphasis „bavsn, and brought back the testimony 
on the truth that follows. Excepta man of an e;e witness. Rut he that came 
(any oné) BE BORN AGAIN, ОГ "anew," DOWN FROM HEAVEN. EVEN THE SON 
as in R. V., margin, “ from above." Who- of Man. Thus showing that he was the 
soever is " born again " is " horn anew " one who had come down from heaven, 
and "horn from above." HE Cannot The " Son of Man " is the true repreefnta- 
SEE THE KINGDOM OF. God. The de- tjve of humanity ; not only God. lint a 
claration is erplicit that a new spiritual „„j man, with all the feelings, hopes, 
life is necessary, not only to enter into, temptaliona. possibilities of man ; the 
but even to form any correct conception of t,j—J man ,bowing what man mav become, 
the kingdom of God. Christ's anàwer is Which is in heaven. His home is in 
equivalent to" It ie not learning, but life, heaven, and he maintains continually1 a 
that ia wanted for Messiah’s kingdom, and vital connection with heaven. So far as 
life mint begin by birth."' (See Matt, heaven ia a state and a character. Jeaus 
18:3). The kingdom of God. Notan was always in heaven. The whole uni­
outward kingdom, or a place into which verse is heaven to him, for his senses are 
any one can enter without regard to char- ац op,n to perceive and receive 
acter, but that condition or state where iv. The Means by Which the New 
God reigns as king, where he is the life Can Be Obtained.—vVj 
supreme object of love end service.

5. Except a man be born of water the wildkrnk s
AND OF THE SPIRIT.
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The Messenger and Visitor
TOR 1899.

We are pleased to la: aide 
to announce that in view ot k,n*rc 
the promise of imixptânt con- Church Worker—■
,tributions from a considerable 
number of Canadian Baptists 
who are recognized leaders in 
the thpngtfl and work of the 
denomination, we confidently 
hope, to make the Messenger 
and Visitor for the coming 
year more valuable to ite^/subscription to yOUt 
readers than it Іцю ever been і
before. I11 addition to other pastor, ОГ OUT agent 
valued correspondentB who 
will continue to write tor our

h Member—

If this paper is not 
now a part of your 
оте life, hand your

л

HP 4. 15- >4-
As Mosts Lifted X’p the serpent in’ 

Jesus now uses an 
illustration which такеє clear aome of the 

Ц ia not merely to the onlin- heexe Vy things he came to reveal. Study 
ance of baptiam that Teaus refera, but to the story in Num 21:4-9 Even so 
the truths which underlie the ordinànce, must the Son of Man bk lifted up 
and to the blessings of which it ia a sign On the cross ” The reference here ia to 
and seal, and new birth including the the crucifixion^ hut beyond that, to the 
putting away of the old unclean nature and glorification of Christ.” 
the patting on of the new. 15. That whosoever brlieveth in

6. That which is born of the flesh him. Accepte him ая Teacher, as Guide, 
is FLESH, etc. ** Bv the word * flesh ’ he and as Loro. Believing in Ahe act of re- 
signifiea the appetites, desires, faculties, ceiving the new life from tiod. Should 
which animate and govern the hodv, as NOt perish. From the # effects of sin,

naturally end in destruction of Уу 
Br?» have eternal like. Re 

gain, have the new spiritual life by 
he shall grow into a perfect man in 

and live forever in heaven.

near you, or send it
сюїнтпя, the following is a list direct to the office of 
of contributors who have pro­
mised their aid in the coming puMTcatibn. ' y Dp it 
year, with the subjects with 
which they will deal, so far 
as they can now be given.
We are quite sure that no in­
telligent Baptist who reads 
this list will feel that he call 
afford to do without the paper 
for 1899. Most of the con­
tributors- named, it wifi be 
seen, are ministers and College 
men, bitt we have a number 
of able laymen ip mind whose 
names we hope to add to the 
list.

now. The paper will ’ 
help you during the 
year in your work for 
the many interests of 
your church. It will 
strengthen you. To 
be without it 
means loss.

■

well aa the body itself—the whole equip- which 
ment with which nature furpiehee a man ^nul. 
for life in this world. This natural lirth borna 
gives a man entrance into much, and for- which
ever determines much that has impdR»K Christ Jesus.
bearings on his person, character аіЦ X VT. The Source and the Motive,— 
destiny.” \ the Infinite Love of God.—v. 16.

Thus Jesus lays down the law which 
makes the new birth a necessity for enter­
ing the spiritual kingdom of God. The 
spiritual life cannot be produced 
natural generation. A man 
a Jew, but he must 
life from a spiritual

7. Marvel not, because of the reason 
given in v. 8 Natural life ia aa full of

, Note that it was not Christ that made 
фоН love us, but Christ was sent because 
God first loved us. Tennyson’s " The 
Victim ” expresses the demand of Odin or 

bears no resemblance to the\ , . . ™ fhor, but
• spiritual demands of God’s love.

The world The sinful world in its 1
Gave freely the greatest gift possible for 

mysteries as spiritual life. Y» must be. him to give.' And the only begotten 
The emphasis is on “ye.” even the Jews, Son gave himself freely tbatjie might 
even the beet and most learned of the Jews, save men. fy was no forced sacrifice.
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