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P. B. ISLAND NAVIGATION.

o e B oo

Malls to and from Prince Edward
Island wece yesterday carried by the
toeboats between Cape Torrientine and
Cape Traverse. The winter steamer
Stamley managed to reach Pictou from
Georgetown on Saturday and has since
besn tied up at her wharf, unable to
move. The Minto, a more powerful and
newer ice-breaker is fast in the ice five
miles out from Pictou Island and has
sent passengers and mails ashore by
teams. This is winter communication
between Prince Edward Island and the
maeinland, Present conditions are not
the rule, but the trips of the two
steamers are always more or less un-
certain and such suspensions as now
exist are by mo means infrequent. At
thess times the agitation for the tun-
pel breaks out in . its most violent
form, and indeed the people of the Is-
jand have good cause for complaint.
Business with the outside world is
completely tied up, and serious losses
are sustained by shippers.

Just now @ new lcebreaking steamer
is under construction on the Clyde.
Terla vessel, which is to be delivered in
Oisrdhy, will ba of more thandmble
the Minto’s power, and, it is hoped,
will be able to maintain something like
segular communication. It is a little
@ftiowit to understand on what rea-
sonm the powers, that be, base this be-
fhef Tt is indeed true that if ten inches
of wold ice holdes wup the Minto, a
steamer of double her power might
fight a passage. But the most power-
ful steamer ever built would be of no
more valus than a eailboat in battling

the winds, currents and lce-
oes of the Northumberlard Strafts. A
Jarger and better vessel then the Minto
could work a passage where the pre-
sant vessels might fail but this is true
only with regard to loose ice. The
Minto is now in a pan off Plctou Is-
jand. A thousand horsepower steamer
would be absolutely no better off, for
even modern machinery is practically
uee'bess against such natural forces as
are encountered in the straits.

Meanwhile at the capes a dozen men
with straps across their shoulders are
bauling over the ice from shore to
%ghore, two or three small boats in
which the mails are carried.

CANADA’S POLICY.

Prof. Leacock co?nes to St. John as
the press _representatlve of broader
nationalism, the advance agent of a
greater Canada, yet his doctines how-
ever ably expounded, and filled though
they be with patriotic inspiration, will
mot be accepted unquestioned. He out-
Unes the duty of the true Canadian as
'!ylng beyond our borders. Canada, he
maintains, needs, not so much Ilocal
treatment, as she does the stability
gained by rubbing shoulders with her
neishbors.

This view is to some extent at direct

variance with the experiences of other
countries, and while one canmot but
give the closest attention to Prof.
Tescock’s woras, still the thought
comes that since the policy of home
dsvelopment has achieved success else-
where, it is unnecessary to devise new

and untried methods for ourselves es-.

pecially when our present method is
doing good work. Prof. Leacock is
tired of elections run on dredging and
timber Mmits, but is it not better for
the peopls of Canada to support or re-
Ject an administration on questions ot
{mmediate importance rather than to
demand some fixed policy with regard |
to Canada’s diplomatic attitude to-
ward Korea?

The United States, than which no |

mation in the wonld’s history has made
'greo.ter progress, has achieved its

present prospenity by minding its own |

business and leaving  international
questions to other powers.
cock does not exactly urge Canada to
enter the realm of foreign diplomacy,
knowling, of course, that as a portion
of the British Brupire this is to be left
to the home government, but the adqp-
tion of his suggestions means nothing
more nor less than this. He may not,
as he  says, be interested in
fearning who  steals Canada,
and who does not, but the people of
Canada are concerned in such mat-
ters, insignificant though they may
dppear. It is better to keep one’s own
house clean and to make repairs, than
to go about looking for dirt elsewhere or
pretending to be somethinz which we
have no desire to become.

S m o e

in

MINERAL
COLUMBIA.

The aggregate value of British (ol-
umbia’s mineral production for all
years to the end of 1908 is $323,000,000.

This may be apportioned approximate- |
ly as follows:—Placer gold, $70,00§,000; |
silver, lead and cop- ;

lode metals (gold,
per), $150,000,000; coal and coke,
000,090; miscellaneous
brick, cement, etc.),

$95,-

Prof. Lea- |

| Ross,
another

OUTPUT. OF BRITISH |

(building stone |
$8,000,000. Up to |
the end of 1888, the total was within |
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SOME GREAT AREAS OF THE GLOBE
OF WHICH WE KNOW NOTHING
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LONDON, Feb. 2.—Few people, pro-
bably realize the great areas on near-
ly all the continents which still await
the tread of the pioneer. That there
still remains plenty of scope for
research on the face of this globe is
brought vividty to the mind by a long
and interesting survey of new and
projected exploring expeditions printdd
in the Times.

Southeastern Arabla is one of the
regions which await the pioneer. Here
embraced within a line drawn north
from Aden to Nejd and another east-
ward to the peninsula called El1 Katr,
is an area of some 400,000 8quare miles
It is largely occupied by the Roba el
Khali, the ' “Dwelling of the Void,”
probably the most forbidding desert on
the face of the earth. 'The southern
border has been explored but the de-
sert itself has been untrodden except
perhaps by hurryiing Bedouns. Now G.
W. Bury, an experienced Arabian tra-
-veller, proposes to make an extensive
expedition into the unknownw interior,
examining ruins and buriied city on his
bay.

In Tibet Dr. Stein will follow Dr.
Sven Hedin. ““While the main object—
the search for the treasures that have
been buried for centuries under the ev~
er encroaching sand—is archaeological,
he regards geograplical exploration as
of the first importance.”

Another problem is “that,of the un-
known stretch of the Lower Brahma-~
putra,which flows for 100 miles thnough
the country of the intractable Abors.”
An adventurous Englishman, taking
his life in his hands, is now on his way
through Assam bentt upon ®olving this
problem. It is only a few days ago that
Mr. Brooke, who was making the same
district from a different direction, was
murdered. on the ''Tibeto-Chinese' bor-
der.

In the Himalayas Dr. Longstaff and
Lieut. Slingsby propose to make their
way to the Baltoro gladier system i1
the Karakoram range and if possi-
ble to cross the long closed Baltoro
pass to the headquarters of the Op-
rang River. There is no record of any
crossing of the main Karckoram pass-
es the latter of which is probably not
on the Karakoram range at all. Noth~
ing is known of the mountains north
of the peak known at K2 and it is here
as pointed out recently by Col. Bur-
rard, that the great undliscovered
peaks are most likely to exist.

Another of the great areas stil] prac-
tically unexplored is the broad body
of New Guinea wlich belongs to the
Dutch. Mr. Mikkelsen, the young ex-
plerer who recntly attempted to reach
the Great Aratic Continent iu the ex-
! istence of which be belioves, starts
shortly for Dutch New Gutinea and will
take charge of a reconnoissance exped-
ition toward the interior. A British ex-
pedition is also to explore the Charles
Louis range.

Several African expeditions are plan-
ned, some of considerable magmitude,
but as the writer in the Times remarks
‘“one might walk over any part of Af-
rica now without meeting with ad-
ventures, unless, indeed one provoked

them.” But Mr. Virscher will make an-
other attempt to reach the Tibesti
highlands, the practiically unexplored
mountan range which runs for some
700 miles northwest from Dar Fur in
the heart of the Sahara.

More pioneer work perhaps remains
to be done in South America than in
any other continent, for here “probably
some 2,000,000 square miles are still un-
explored.” But after all “it is around
the Polar regions more ahan elsewhere
that popular curosity still hovers, since
these are still surrounded with a wveil
of mystery.

In ithe south polar area, Lieut. Shac-
kleton’s expedition is still at work.
‘What he has accomplished cannot bc
known until March or April, when it is
hoped that the Nomrod will return to
New Zealand either with the expedi-
tion on board or with the information
that Shackleton has decided to coau-
tinue his work for another year. Mean-
while Dr. Charcot in the Pourquoi Pas
hias begun his enterprise un the Gra-
ham Land side of the Antartic. He is
provided with motor sledges which
have already been dwtcribed.

For most people it is far, far north
that has the greatest fascination. Here
Commander Peary is-now in the thick
of his difficulties. The next expedition
which has the greatest interest for geo-
graphers is that proposed by Capt. Ro-
ald Amundsen. He hopes to obtain
from the Norwegian government the
loan of the Fram for an expedition on
which he will be prepared to spend six
years. “Capt Amundsen proposes to
leave Norway next year and make his
way in the Fram to Behring Strait.
Pushing through, he will enter the
current in which Narsen drifted, but
much further to the east. In this way
he hopes to drift north and northwest
across the north polar basin and to at-
tain a higher llatitude than was reach-
ed by Capt. Sverdrup in the Fram af-
ter Ansen and Johanssen left the ship
(about $6 degrees horth latitude.)

The attainment of the pole is by no
means Capt. Amundsen’s main object.
He goes rather to make scientific ob-
servations. He will of course look out
for indications of land, though the
general opinion is that a deep ocean
covers the whole of the north polar
basin. His ddirft may take him ulti-
mately out by the east coast of Green-
land. If Capt. Amundsen is able to
carry out his full intention he will have |
practically solved all the importa.m;
probems of the Arctic region.

“A project of a different kind is put
forward by H. H. Harrison,
trying to raise funds to put it into exe-
cution. Mr. Harrison believes in the
probable existence of a great Arctic
land mass somewhere to the north.of

|
|

! have been unearthed from time

who is

|

Bering Strait. On his last expedition he ‘

tried to make his way into the sea to
the north of the Mackenzie River. He
reached Banks Land, but could get no
further.

“He is apparently convinced from his
observations on this expedition that
land does exist somewhere in the north,
and he is therefore anxious to cross the

1

More Pioneer Work fo be Done in South America ThanAny Other Gonﬁnen{
Perhaps---Arctic Research---Same Old Beauty Devices.

his conjecture. He has not much faith
in the method to be fdllowed by Capt.
Amundsen; he seems to doubt the ex-
istence of the currents in which the lat-
ter believes,

“Mr. Harrison’s scheme is to get to-
gether a large expedition in sledges,
with many dogs and comparatively few
Bskimo. The speclal peculiarity of Mr.
Harrison's expedition is that he would
start with this great caravan of sledges
from some point beyond Prince Patrick
Island and travel during winter across
the Polar Basin. He believes that the
sea at that season would be more or
less completely frozen over and could
be traversed by sledges without diffi-
culty.

“His aim is not mefrely or mainly to
reach the Pole, but to discover any
land that maq be along his route, and
to take soundings where possible, for
which purpose he would provide him-
self with an ample store of sounding
wire.”

Rt

Miss Lyona Tollemache, who is to
marry Capt. C. Stone at the Ham Par-
ish Church on Thursday, has the fol-
lowing sixteen Christian names:
Lyona Decima Veronica Esyth Undine
Clssa Hlyda Rowena Adela Thyra
Ursula Ysabel Blanche Lilias Dysant
Plantagenet.

W
Dr. Waldstein Slade, professor of
fine art at Cambridge University, in a
lecture delivered the other day, told his

hearers that false hair was worn ex- |
tensively as long ago as 5,000 years; be- |

fore the Christian era.
“Excavations in Egypt,”
‘“have established this beyond the pos-
sibility of doubt. We know that the
mode of hair dressing in ancient Rome
was Subject to frequent change, and
the ladies of the period found artificial

ald just as necessary as do those of the |

present day.

‘“We .follow the ancients in many
other directions, which are, perhaps,
equally unsuspected by the man in the
street. I myself in exploration in
Greece have come across a perfect set
of false teeth, made very much cn the
plan our dentists adopt today. And
these teeth, I may add, were actually
gold filled, although they probably dat-
ed back to the fourth century before
Christ!

“In the same country ladies’ perfume ,

boxes containing scents and rouge
ime.
Human nature undergoes few . -.uges
through the ages.

“The man who believes, hls razor to
be the product of comparatively recent
times may be surprised ¢o learn that
the Greeks and Romans habitually used
a similar article. Its shape was not the
same as that we are accustomed  to,
however. Its form was that of a cres-

cent, but fashioned as it was & bronze

' and steel its effectiveness was doubtless

excellent.

“The shaving stick, however, appears
to have been unknown in those days.
0Oil was the substance they used to

Arctic Ocean to test the correctness of soften the beard.”

which $55,000,000 was for placer gold
and $13,000,000 for coal. Lode metals to
the end of 1888 were of a total value
of only $131,000; now they represent a
total of $150,000,000 as compared with
$165,000,000 for placer gold, coal and
coke, It is, therefore, evident that
about three-fifths of -the great in-
crease made during the last twenty
years came from lode metals.

The total mineral production during
twenty years, 1889-1908, was valued at
$253,784,000, which gives an average an-
nual value of $12,689,000 for that per-
fod; for the five years, 1904-1908, it
was $116,160,000, giving an average an-
nual value for the five years last past
of $23,232,000.

During ten years, 1898-1907, the pro-
duction of gold, silver, lead and cop-
per in the whole Dominion was of an'
: aggregate value of approximately,

;289,50,,000, The relative proportions of

this total were, in round figures:—Yu-~

Xon (all placer gold), $120,500,000; Bri-

| tish Columbia, $113,500,000; all other

| parts of the Dominion, $55,000,000.
| In two years,, 1906-1907, the value of
| the production of the several more im-
| portant industries was as follows:—
Lumbering, $22,000,000; agrioulture,
$15,500,000; fisheries, $15,000,000; totad
for these three, $52,500,000. Minerals
' made a total of $51,000,000 which was
not much less than that of the three
first-named industries combpined. Add-
ing manufactures $23,500,000, an agsgre-
| gate of $127,000,000 for the two years

is obtained, of which the mining in-
dustry contributed 40 per cent.

e W

GATSVILLE, Texas, Feb. 2.—Using
an automatic revolver, Miss Verna
| Ware, daughter of a farmer, today
fired repeatedly into a crowded court
room, killing John Haines, a merchant
of Jonesboro, for whom the bullets
were intended, and wrobably fatally
wounding James Smith and David
by-standers. A. R. Wiley, Jr., !

by-stander, was seriously
wounded. , !

.

|

OWIENSVILLE, Ky., Feb. 2. — A

siight earthquake was felt here today.
No damage was done.

Ishould be sustained by

BOEBY AND THE ALDERMAN.
a—E ——
I did na think my brither Jock
You used the proper sort o talk.
To please the heart o' briither Scot
When at yon gatthering.
Had I been thaie I'd bid you stop
You're only bleathering.

You should o' spoke o’ heathery braes
Where Scotia sons in bygone days,
Made hills resound with Scots wha hae

And martial tread.
Whose names will iive in Scottish lays
Though lan;; syne dead.

Instcad o' that, you dwelt upon
The common council o' St. John,
A body wha can ne’er do wrong,
In your opinion.
‘What interest to the Scottish born,
In your dominion.
Tho’ Jang syne dead.
But I'll forgie you, brither Jock,
As you ne’er mentioned in your talk
A word about St. John’s dry dock,
Or dreams that’s past,
Like harbor bridges drawn in chalk.
But not to last.

So now,friend Jock, I'll say good might
And may your council do what’s right
To help tie city un lits fight,
For prokibition,
And place your harbor,wide and bright
Into commissicn.
RUBIRD TIPPLING.
St. John, Jan. 28, ’09.

0BJEGTS T0 C.P.R. STOCK
BEING ISSUED AT PAR

OTTAWA, Feb. 2—There was an in-
teresting debate hefore the House this
afternoon in which W. F. McLean de-
clared an attempt was being made by
{ the C. P. R. to pocket $25,000,000 of the
i people’s money.

Mr. McLean claimed that the in-
crease in capitalization of Canadian
railways was of the utmost concern to
the people. The issuing of $50,000,000 of
stock by the C. P. R. to its share-
holders should bring at least $150 per
$100 share. In Mr. McLean's opinion
the stock should be sold in open mars=
ket to the highest bidders.

Hon. Mr. Grabam declared that the

FIRE AT GARTMOUTH,

HALIFAX, Feb. 2—The Halifax Fish
Compay factory in Dartmouth was de-
stroyed by fire tonight. The loss will
be $15,000 with insurance of $11,000. It
was a two story wooden building and
was well stocked with fish in pack-
ages. A chief part of the loss' is in
stock and machinery.

The company consists of G. S. Troop,
R. C. Brown, formerly manager of the
Halifax Electric Tramway Company,
W. A. Henry and others.

The insurance is divided between the
Liverpool and London and Globe, Law,
Union and Crown and Manitoba com-
panies. The fire is supposed to have or-
igiated from crossed electric wires.

he .say!s', !

FERGUSON
& P PAGE

Jewelry Ete,

41 King St.

Shoes
Shppers

for the

Ball

Ladies’ Patent Fancy Strap Slippers,
French heels, $3.00, $3.50.

Ladies’ Patent Fancy Strap Slippers,
Cuban heels; $2.75.

Ladies’ Vici Kid Fancv Beaded Slip-:

pers, French heels, $350.
Ladies’ Vici Kid Fancy Strap Slippers,
Cuban heels $2.35.

Ladies’ White Kid Strap Slippers, $1.50 !

$1.75.

These may he colored to match any'

costume for 50 cents.

Men’s Patent Leather Shoes, $2.00,
$3.00.

Men’s Patent Leather Pumps, $3.50.

Store closes at 7 p. m.
Francis§ Vaughan
19 KING STREET

BOOTH NOT PARTICULAR
ABOUT GETTING DIVIDENDS

Feb. 2.—Many in-
Booth and

CHICAWGO Ill
vestments made by A.

i Company, which went dnto receiver-

ship some time ago did not realize any

| dividends, according to testimony giv-
! en before a master in chancery today

in an. effort of the receivership to
find out why $649 of the firm’s mouey
was paid to Thornton and Chancellor
attorneys. Justus Chancellor told to-
day how his brother Philip, in 1905,
bréought out numerous subsidiary firms
in Cleveland and other points in the
east and in Canada. Mr. Chancellor
said that the assets of some of the
firms were nominal and that few re-
a!ized any yproﬁt
i
MEXIOO CITY, Mex., Feb. 2, —
Plans are forming for a new line of
steamers to fly the Mexican flag and
to be operated between the western

| ecast of Mexico and- San Francisco

and -Japan. The company will be
backed by Mexican, English and Jap-
anese capital.

THE CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

HeAD OFFICE - - - TORONTO
Capital $10,000,000 Rest $6,000,000

SAVINGS BANK
DEPARTMENT

A Savings Bank Department will be
found at the branches of the Bank in Can-
ada, ~ Deposits of $1 and upwards are
received and interest is allowed at current
rates. The depositor is subject to no
delay in the withdrawal of the whole or
any portion of the deposit. Accounts may
be opened in the names of two or more per-
sonsy withdrawals to be made by any one of
them or bythe survivor. 127

Bt. John Branch—Cor. King and Ger-
malin Streets.

F. B. FRANCIS, Manager.

NO GUESS WORK

about it, you take mno
chances when you buy a

bottle of CUTILAVE.

If your hands, face or
lipg are chapped or if you
have any rouhgness of the
skin a few applications of
CUTILAVE will cure all these

troubles.
25c. A BOTTLE

Your money back if you
are pot satisfied.

E CLINTON BROWN,

Druggist,
Corner Union and Waterloo Sts.

Don’t hurry yourself
into selecting eyeglass-
es not suited to you,
as the price of an ill-
fitting pair is often

greater than that of an up-to-ate
pair. D. BOYANER, The Optician,
takes plenty of time and does it right.

C. P. R. was one.of the best managed
companies in the world and its credit
the people.
There was room for argument as to
whether the issue of additional stock
or the floating of bonds was the bet-
ter way to proceed, but the govern- |

Stops Falling Hair
Destroys Dendruff

Does not Color the Halr
AYER’S HAIR VIGOR

Composed of Sulphur, Glycerin, Quinin, Sodium Chlorid, Capsicum, Sage, Alcohol,

i f Water, Perfume.  Ask )"Lour doctor his opinion of such a hair preparation.
mam )

haif a million dollars of $70,000,000, of |

An Elegant Dressing
Makes Hair Grow

i discussion,
! was deferred.

| in supply on ecivil

ment had followed the course taken in
the past.

Hon. John Haggart, Dr. Chisholm
‘and Dr. Sproule also spoke on the mat-
ter after which the House went into
supply.

Hon.

and other opnosition
in an unnecessary
of the bill

ter Mr. Foster
members indulged
consideration

The remainder of the day was :pvnt
service estimates
and, despite interference by Mr. Fos-
ter, good progress was made,

Sydney Fisher was prepared to,_
¢ introduce his bill increasing the salar-
| ies of the inside civil servants, but af-

HEAVY GOOD WEARING

Your guarantee against fraudulent
imitations is this label ;

Don’t be deccived by other
labels.

DEATHS

GRANT—At St. John, N. B, Canada,
on the 2rd of February, 1909, Major
J. Macgregor Grant, in the 74th year
of his age, formerly of H.M. ordnance
and ex-mayor ¢f this city. (Globe

please copy).

-

Store open till 7 p. m.

Boys’ Footwear

TO STAND COASTING

It is no use to try andAkeep the b

days; the coasting is too good. A real good Boot with a heavy bottom and
upper that will turn the dampness is the better thing.

HEAVY SOLID LLEATHER STYLES,
HEAVY SOLID LEATHER STYLES,

HEAVY. GOOD WEARING LINES,
Our Boys' Lines are big wear giver
liable. Goods are as represented.

PERCY J. STEE

SUCCESSOR TO WM. YOUNG.

LINES, Sizes 11 to. 13,

BPECIAL—CaptaIn Dreyfus got a new trial so does Carter, asking
you to come in and see the bargains for five days only, in the line of
Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Clething, Boots and Shoes, that will satisfy

you, style and price.

Remember the place, opposite Estabrooks’ Tea

Factory, 48 Mill St. Everythin® is giiaranteed cr money refunded.

J. CARTER'S, 48 Mill St..

'Phone 16048

~ SAMPLE SALE!

Frames, at less than wholesale price.

142 MILL

|'WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED A COMPLETE LINE OF
Travellers’ Samples of Fancy Goods,

Clocks, Toilet Cases, Gold and Silver Mounted Goods,

Albums, Photo
- Come today and get choice.

Also, a nnmber of pieces slightly damaged, at your own price.

McLEAN’S Department Store

STREET

'Phone 1936-41.

Clover Farm Dairy

i 124 Queen Street.
High grade Milk and Cream.
: Bottled for family trade.

Tel 1506. H. M. FLOYD.

Dr, John 6. Leonard,

Dentist
15 Charlotte Street,

8T. JOHN N. B

THE WAR BUGABOO
IN GREAT BRITAIN

o

Invasion Scare on the . Stage
—License Withheld.

Danger in the Sentry’s Gun on the Bu!g_arian
Border— Despotic - Perslan Liberals
—Kitchener's Victoy, =

LONDON, Feb. 2—There has been a
good deal of uneasiness felt,, anore per-
hape in high financial circles than elsé-
where, for the past few days over the |

- Bulgarian mobilizations on the Turkish
frontier. The danger of a deliberate
outbreak of war between Turkey and
Bulgaria has not been great. The prin- |
cipal Powers are able to bring suffici-
ent pressure to bear both at Constant-
inople and Sofia to prevent that, and’
their action in that direction was
prompt and will soon prove effective.

There was, however, aistinct peril of
accidental war. A shot fired by a.ner-
vous sentry might easily start the
flames of a conflagration the limits of
which could not be foreseen. There
never has been any aggressive jpurpose,
on Turkey’s part and Bulgaria’s 'hot-
headed action in risking an expense
many times the amount in dispute was
pure bluff. She has gained her point,
however, for Turkey, under pressure ofy
the Powers, will' undoubtedly accept-
within a few days the terms Bulgaria
offers.

The unpleasant feature of the epi-
sode has been Austria’s and Germany’s
abstention from joining Great Britain,
Russia, France and Italy in prempt in-
tervention, whieh was necessary to
avert trouble.

| QUEER PERSIAN LIBERTY.

Persia’s woes attract little attention
in Eurape, although the situation there
is desperate. Public sympathy in Eng-
land was naturally on the side of the
Constitutionalists until recently, when
it was learned that this faction is in
reality as autocratic and tyrannous as
the Shah’s supporters. The so-called
parlfament which met ana which the
Shah dissolved@ was a self-constituted
coterie who never received the suf-
frages of the people. Their policy and
methods were directed solely to getting
possession of the spoils and establish-
ing another autocracy.

The most competent observers agree
that Persia is far from being fitted
for self-government. It is hara te
choose between the rival factions, hut
in any case it would be a choice of
evils. There can be little doubt that the
best thing for the people would be for- !
eign intervention, but both Great Bri-

tain and Russia are seeking to avoid .

this, Both of these Powers are acting
in absolute harmony aad it is a matter |
of great congratulation that an agree-
ment between them was veached be-
fore the present acute crisis arose.

KITCHENER VICTORIOUS. ,

The last act in the drama which end-
ed with Lord Curzon’s premature re-
tirement from the Viceroyalty of In-
dia is announced in brief telegrams
dealing with army reforms in India. It
may be remembered that there was a
bitter controversy between ILord Cur-
zon and Lord Kitchener over the lat-
ter’'s army scheme, which includea the |
abolition of the mlhtary‘"iremlmr of the !
| Viceroy's executive council and the
transference of his functions to the
Commander in Chief and the Head-
quarters Staff. i

Liord Curzon insisted on having a!
military expert in his council apart
from the'Commander in Chief, who is
ex officio a member of the council. The
struggle between the two strong men
resulted in a compromise, but Kitch-
ener -had thc 1utter ot IL, f01 lhuu "h

Wednesday, February 3, 1909.
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the military member was retained in
the council he was practically without
rower. The arrangement pleased no
ore, and Lord. Curzon resigned.

Now Lord Kitchener has his ‘own way
the control of ‘military- supplies pass-
ing -to the Commander.in' Chief and
Staff.

NAVAL GUNNERY

The Admiralty has issued a report on
the gutnncry of the British navy for
1908, noting with satisfaction “furth-
er improvements in results as compar-
ed Wwith thése of 1907.” As regards the
heavy guns, ten fleets or squadrons
were concerned with 117 skips and 1,27
men firing. The average points scoreé
pber . man were 45.775, as compared withg
36.884 in 1907.

The China squadron comes out best
with ' 6 ships and 74 men firirg. The
points per man were 63.617. The best
ship was the King Alfred with a scora
of 71.18. The biggest fleet vas the
iTonie and the Fifth cruiser squadron,
which was fourth in order of mertit,
with 38 ships and 394 men firing. Thae
best ship was the Argonaut with a
score of 79.14.

The second place was. taken by the
second biggest fleet, the Channel, with
the First cruiser squadron, 20 shipg
and 284 men firing. The points per man
were, 50.981. The best ship was the
Good Hope with a score of 81.33. which
with the highest score of any indivi-
dual ship.

The report on the quick firing 12
pounder guns 9 fleets and equadroms.
The China fleet is again first with four
ships ‘and 36 men firing. The hits per
minute were 6.939; the best ship was
the King Alfred with 9.45 hits per min«
ute. The home fleet, the biggest was
second with 28 ships and 336 men and
6.445 hits per minute. The hest ship
was the Blake with 10.67 hits, which
ig.the best ship’s record. In ail the
fleets 76 ships altogether were concern-
-ed, "'with 865 men firing. The average
hits per minute were 5.319.

With the 6 pouncder gun the China
fleet was again first, Eighty-six ships
in all were concerred. the. average hits
prer .minute being 4.507. In the results
of baitle practicé: with torpedo boats
and destroyers the China fleet also
headed the list. In all 139 ships were
concerned, with 701 men firing. The av«
erage points per man were 73.156,
CARRIE AND WHE SUFFRAGET-

TES.

The appearance of Carrie Natlon at
the Woman’s Freedom. League recep-
tion considerably astonished the suffra-
gettes. Mrs. Nation took a place in the
front row and listened gravely to the
proceedings. When invited to make a
few remarks she offered her congratu-
lations and sympathy to her sister suf-
fragettes, saying she was a militant
suffragette herself and, while not be=
lieving that it was woman's place to
be behind a bar helping to draw liquon,
she did believe it was her place to be
at the ballot box helping men to pro-
tect themselves, Her remarks were re-
ceived with cheers from the militant
ones.

Preparations for the suffragette de-
monstration at the opening of Parlia-
ment continue. Several . prominent
members of the league are calmly pre-
paring to go to Holloway jail, so sure
are they of arrest. When the leaders
tried to securec Albert Hall for a meet-
ing which is to be held in April the
management wrote insisting that no
Cabinet Minister be asked to appear on|
the platform and. that no tickets be
sold for any meeting to any of the well
known disturbers.

. BIRTHS AND DEATHS FEWER.

More marriages, fewer births and
fewer deaths are recorded in the an-
nual report of the Registrar-General
in England ana Wales. During 1907 tha
marriages numbered 276,421, a rate of
48.3 per cent. for 1,000 of the popula-
tion of marriageable persons. Widows
had a small share in the increase. Their
rate was 12 per cent., while that of
bachelors was 54 and spinsters 52.

{ There was a marked falling coff in the

number of remarriages of divorced per-
sons. The total number of divorced
persons was 1,288 ana the number re-
married 636, forty less than in the pre-
vious vear. There were nineteen cases
of marriage of divorced men to divore-
-ed women. The lll]]l‘dl steady increase
In the years of age al the date of mar-
riage continues. It is now 28.66 for men
and 26.49 for women.

The number of births was 915,042,
representing 26.3 to 1,006 of population.
This is the lowest point on record. The
deaths were also the lowest ever Te«
corded, being 524,221, or 15 to 1,000.

\\'H.\IEN AS QUI“;LO\Q

LONDON, Feb. 2.--Tthe .council of
the Royal College of Surgeons decided
vesterday to refer to a committee for
consideration a formula for a new by-
law rendered necessary by the deecision
of the colldze to admit women to the
examinations for its diploma.

METRIC SYSTEM'S VICTORY,.

COPENHAGEN, Feb. 2.—In accor-
dance with a bill passed by the Dan-
ish Parliament, the metric system of
weights and measures will be used in
Denmark in all official calculations af-
ter April 1, 1910. Its general use will
be made compulsory in 1912,
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