# he thought the supplies should bBe put

'NEWS FROM OTTAWA.
The Opposition Fail in Their Plan
of Campaign.

e
s

Government Prepared to Weet ail Ob-
struetions of Laurier and Party.

L]

Return Showing Execellent Work Done in
High Commissioner’s Qffice.

Ottawa, March 24 —The opposing
forces had arranged their plan of. bat-
tle today, but it did not go into effect.
Dalton McCarthy’s amendment has
been disposed of, and Mr. Wallace will
move his next Tuesday if he be here.
Owing to the comparative earliness in
which the debate on Mr. McCarthy's
amendmeant terminated tonight, both
sides agreed it would be' better to ad-
journ. The ministerial members were,
however, prepared for any emergency.
If it is te be continued sittings they
are ready for them, Today they were
told off into relays ¢f thirty members
o do duty on eight hdur stretehesand
the plan had dy gone into oper-
ation before the house ‘adjourned. " A
batch ef members arrived at mid-
night ready to hold the fort until 8
o’clock. Cots and camp beds have been
placed in a number of rooms in the
building, so as to be available for
those who wish to rest. . These, how-
ever, will not be wanted for some time.

On Friday the Cattle Exclusion bill
will be discussed,’so that the Remedial

bill cannot be touched again until next

Tuesday. On Thursday of next week

the measure will again ‘come up, but

debate must cease at midnight of that
night, the commencement of Good Fri-
day.

At the opening . of the house
this afternoon Sir Charles Tup-
per moved that for the remainder
of the session the government orders
should have precedence on Mondays
after private bills and questions, anq
on Thursdays after questions. He an-
nounced also-that the house. would not
be asked to sit after the 24th of April
Parliament would close on that date.

Mr. Laurier suggestéd that the ar-
rangement should Ye that the govern-

" ment have these days aftér the 2nd of
#April, as the opposition had been pro-
mised, two Thursdays for private mem-
bers’ business.

“ Mo this the leader of the house agreed
and the motion was amended to take
effect after April 2nd. \This gives next
Monday ‘and next Thursday for the
vrivate members.

Mr. Perry wanted a return about the
Tignish breakwater.

“I can promise that from present ap-
Dearances 'the hon. gentleman will
have his return before the estimates
are brought down,” ‘said the minister
of public works, adding aside, “that is
if the hon. gentleman is here next
year.” :

Mr. Mulock wanted to discuss the
British bill to exclude, foreign live
cattle, but was induced to withold his

- remarks on the promise of Mr. Foster
to bring up on Friday his declaration
protesting against the bill.

Mr. McMullen then resumed the de-
bate on the remedial bill, justifying
the course 'of the Manitoba govern-
ment and supporting the commission:
On account of the spanse settlement of
Manitoba it was* not advisable to try
to make the province maintain two
systems of schools, but it might be
well to make concessions to the Cath-
olics living in towns in which they
formed a considerable portion of the
ﬂomilation. He concluded by expres-
sing ‘the hope that the commissioners
who have just gone to Manitoba would
be suceessful in bringing about an
amicable settlement. Sir Charles Tup-
per’s -recent speech on the question
had done more than anything else to
interfere with the success of the dele-
“®ates. 3 i 1

Dr. Borden devoted a couple of Hours
to attacking Sir Charles Tupper in
connection with course in Nova
Scotia, and especially to denying that
Tupper' was the emancipator of the
Catholics of the province. He scored
the government for proceeding with
the bill when the delegates from the
dominion . were “conferring with Pre-
mlerGree‘way with a view to securing
an amicable settlement," and contend-
ed further information on the subject
‘was necessary.

Mr. Edgar, who followed, asked Mr.
Speaker for a ruling on a point of
order, He held that the bill could not’
be discussedvin this stage, citing a rule
of the house which states that any
motion for -any public aid or charge
upon the people shall not be debated
at once, but referred to a gommittee of
the whole house “before and resolu-
tion or vote of the house do pass there-
upon.” = He held that the taxation
clause of the bill imposed a charge on
a certain class.

Dr. Weldon said he had hoped the
government would go slowly after get-
ting the bill read a second time, and

N

through this session in order to save
the“country the expense of an extra
session. Even if the result was to de-
Jay the bill a few montls no harm
would be done, assparliament’s. power
to interfere would not be in any way
Iessened. Proceeding, he toek up . the
Tegal points on which Mr. McCarthy
proposed reference of the bill to the
supreme court. The first was that the
bill was ultra rvies because it was too
narrow. It did not, as the remedial
clauses under which parliament is act-
ing, requires, give “due” relief, it did
not carry out the remedial order. The
second point was that it did not pro-

. vide the means of maintaining the sep-
arate ‘schools it established. He ‘ask-

- ‘ed Sir Charles Tupper if parliament
would be asked to previde a means
“for, the. purpose if Manitoba refused to
dowo. .. .

Tupper—I don't think that the time
has come when that question should
be answéred. ¥

Dr. Weéldon proceeding, said the bill
was “then -2 milk and ‘water one and
was simply humbugging those in fa-
vor of separate schools: Further, the
objection was that the dominion Hhd
no . authority to direct the imposition
of direct taxation® as proposed, but
such taxes could be Imposed only by

Judgments led to the belief that legis-
lation would be irrevocable, and this
Jjustified urgent opposition, even aftar
the prineiple had been adopted by the
bassage of the second reading. While
he held strong doubts as to the legal-
ity of the bill, he would not support
the reference to -the supreme court,
but thought it would have been well
had the proposal been to send it to a
committee of the house, where it could
have been calmly considered,

Hon. Mn Ouimet rose to speak for
the first time on the remedial bill. He
said the question had been before par-
lament and the country for six years
and it was for this parliament now to.
deal with it. As a constitutional ques-
tion it was of paramount importance
to'this country. The great question of
protection to minorities was the found-
ation of our constitution. If this ques-
tion were relegated to a new parlia-
ment, legal *and technical objections
would be raised gnd there would be
no remedial law. is measure, if
passed, would be not only a recogni-
tion, but a guarantee to the minority
of their rights with exception of the
legislative grant.

Mr. Haslam urged that it would be
better to send a complete measure to
the supreme court rather than an in-
complete bill. ] :
. Mr.McCarthy's amendment was then
put and declared lost on a division. -

Some conversation took place across
the floor and it was agreed that on
Friday when the bill is again taken up
all amendments shall be disposed of
and the hguse go into committee on
the bill. :

Mr. Wallace moved the adjournment
of the debate and gave notice of an
amendment declaring’ that having re-
gard to the opinion that is entertained
that the bill, if passed, will be abso*
lute and irrevocable, and that parlia-
ment has no mandate from the elec-
tors to deal with this question, it is
exceedingly unwise and inexpedient
to proceed with the bill. The house
adjourned at 12.40 a. m. 3

" < NOTES. 3

The colonial office has transmitted
to the government a despatch from the
governor of Barbados, W. L, in which
he call attention to the unsatisfactory
and unsaitable packages in which Can-
adian, products are shipped to the is-
lands, and makes certain suggestions
for the improvement of trade. He
says that flour reaches the island pack-
ed in soft wood barrels, which appear
to affect the keeping guality of the
flour. He suggests that hardwood har-
Yels'be substituted, and says that the
barrels from the United States are
made of red dak. Butter and lard
comes in tubs of 25 pounds and up-
wards. The:people prefer it in tins of
5, 10 or 25 pounds. Beef comes in bar-
rels, while half barrels are preferred.
Canadian cheese is all right as to the
package, but it is ‘“too good,” and
therefore too expensive for the masses.

An order in council has been passed
under which Spain is added to the list
of countries entitled to participate in
the adv@ntages conceded to France
under the co-called French treaty.

The government has received a copy
of a decree of the Italian government
to the effect that bills of health are )
no longer reqguired to be produeced at |
Italian ports by vessels from the éast-!
ern coasts of North America, includ-
ing Canada.

Mr. Charlton gives notice tonight of
the following resolution: :This house
expresses its deep sympathy with the
sufferings of the Christian population
in Asiatic Turkey, but trusts that Eu-
ropean’ interference will be made so
as to amelioriate their lot and that for
this purpose concurrent action by
Christian powers all over the world,
including the United States of Ame-
rica.

Mr. Wallace astonished the house by
presenting seventy petitions today,
mostly from the city of Toronto, urg-
ing -that the remedial bill should not
be passed. i

New regulations have been adopted
by the government, governing the pay-
ment of the pounty on iron puddled
bars made from Canadian pig iron
out of Canadian ore. The manufac~
turers are obliged to make affidavits
that they have complied with ‘all the
requirements of the law before the
‘bounty can be obtained and the manu-
facturer of iron puddled bars on which
it is intended to claim a bounty must
hereafter be made ‘under customs su-
pervision, such supervision to be paid
for by the manufacturer.

The exczllent work done by the high
commissioner’s office is shown in a
return presented to parliament giving
the gorrespondence between the privy
council department and the govern-
ment office in London. There seems
to have been a marked development
year by year in the amount of busi-
ness since 1880, when 32 documents
were sent out as compared with 1,304
in 1895. 1t is pointed “out that the
amounts saved in salary and allow-
ances by Sir’ Charles Tupper when
that gentleman filled the office without
salary was $29,747. It is also stated
as one benefit of the office that there
has been & profit in silver coinage since
1883 of £94,793 on the £389,000 nominal
value. There was also a profit of
£24,297 secured ‘on copper ’coinages.
This actual saving {0 the country was
brought about by Sir Charles securing
a reduction in mint charges.

The government received tonight per
“Steamer Warimoo, which. show _that
Audley Cote, the chief promoter of the
Franco-American Pacific cable scheme,
has met with a severe rebuff in Hawaii
in connection with the proposed Ame-
rico-Japanese cable. \ His application
for exclusive cable landing privileges
on' the Hawalian lands was refused.
Mr. Coote assured the Hawallan gov-
ernment that sufficient capital had
been secured in Japan to build a Jlne
at once, and he asked to be delegated
to represent Hawaii 'at the closing of
the contract with the Japanese prin-
cipals on the basis of al draft contract
which he submifted. This proposition
was also declined as beyond the power
of the government to accept.

Hon., Mr. Costigan told a deputation
from Fssex county today who -want
unlicensed fishing in Detroit river that
if the request was granted the depart-
ment of fisheries might just as well
close it§ doors. ; :

‘Messrs. Hazen and Chesley went to
Moritreal today and ' in ' conjunction
with St. John civic delegation saw the
C. 'P. 'R. authorities' in
facilities at the port. “

Ottawa, March 25.—The proceedings
in the house today was inexpressably

the provinces. The authorities and

‘teristic speech of the member for Mon-
treal Centre.

Replying to Mr. McShane, Sir *Ad-
olphe Caron said®it was not the inten-
tion of the government at present to
reduce the charge for drop letters to
onacent, © .

Hon. Mr. Costigan informed Mr. Fra-
ser that the bounties for fishermen in
all the Nova Scotia counties had been
paid for the past year.

A motion of Mr. Edgar requesting
his excellency to transmit to the home
government a copy of the resolution

adopted’ May 21, 1894, and afirming: Mr. McCarthy moved the

that the best interests of Canada and
the United States would be promoted
by the peaceful settlement by arbitra-
tion of any dispute or differences not
adjustable by diplomatic agency, was
unanimously adopted.

Mr. McShane of Montreal moved for
a return showing the proceedings of a
conference held in Montreal in. April,
1893, by the minister of finance, with
representatives of the ocean shipping
interests at the port who complained
of the adverse effect of the tariff c¢n
the import traffic from the United
Kingdom to Canada, upon which they
depend for the west bound ecargoes for
their steamships. In talking to the
motion, Mr. McShane devoted most of
his attention to attacking the admin-
istration of customs and to supvorting

-the appointment-of a board of customs

‘experts as proposed by the Montreal
board of trade. He held the rulings
were arbitrary and lacked uniformity
and gave no satisfaction whatever to
the merchants of the country. To illus-
trate his argument, he gave an in-
stance in which the appraiser ruled
canary seed should be admitted free
because in was not used as human
food, but two months later the same
officer had ruled it was dutiable be-
cause it was eaten by the blacks in
Africa. (Laughter.) ’

Hon. Mr. Ives pointed out the diffi-
culty of adequately protecting the re-
venue, and at the same time giving
satisfaction to the importers. Changes
had recently been made in the board
of customs and its membership now
possessed a thorough technical know-
ledge. They were m&n of life-long ex-
perience as importers and business
men. As nearly as possible the spirit
of petitions for a board of experts had

been met. There was the right of ap- ;

peal from the deciflons of the board
to the governor general in council, but
only a small number of appeals were
ever taken. There was very little
ground for the outery raised against
the administration of the customs de-
partment.

Controller Wood said there was no
occasion to revive the discussion of
last year on the board of customs ex-
perts, as the new board organized last
year had been proved more satisfac-
tory that the board of eXperts as con-
stituted in the United States.. No re-
presentations have been received since
Mr. McShane was -elected complaining
of the administration of the depart-
ment, and if Mr. McShane had receiv-
ed any he had never laid them before
the house. He (Wood) had visited
Montreal a couple of times during the
last three months and had heard no
complaints.

Ex-controllér Wallace saild investi-
gation proved that the system in op-
eration in Canada was muech . more
satisfactory than the board of experts

which was in operation in the United !

States. The decisions in the United
Staes were no more satisfactory, and
the only ones benefitted were the law-
yers and a few importers who carried
appeals from one court to another.
Mr. Laurier said he was a witness
to the general ,complaint in Montreal
against the administration of the de-
partment of customs. Mr. Wood was

mistaken when he said there had been |
The' ground of com-+i

no complaints.
plaint was that the present system led
to inequality in appraising at various
ports, some importers thereby being
able to get in goods at less cost than
others. The complaint was so general
that there must be some ground for it.
The only argument Mr. Wallace of-
fered against the board of experts was
that such board in the United States
did not work satisfactorily. If the
American board was not composed of
qualified officers this might be a reason
for the ill success, and if the board was
organized here and proper appu{nt-
ments were made the remedy for the
existing complaints proposed by the
Montreal board of trade might vrove
satisfactory.

The motion was carried.

. After recess Mr. McLeénnan’s bill re-
specting the liability of her majesty
and public companies for labor used in
the construction of public works was
given a third reading. It makes the
government liable for overdue wages
of the men employed on public works.

Mr. Sproule moved the second read-
ing of the bill respecting detective core
porations and mercantile agencias.

Mr. Tisdale thought such legislation
unnecssary and that anyhow the house
had not sufficient information on the
subject = to base action. Moreover
many more important measures were
on the order paper.

Mr. Masson thought the details of
the bill defective;, .and asked Mr.
Sproule to explain how he expected the
measure to work out. He also ques-
tioned if the house had power to pass
such a measure.

Mr. Sproule said he had received
much correspondence, showing there
was a strong public demand for the
bill. Dozens of merchants who wrote
him endorsing the bill refused when
asked by him to allow the use of their
names in the house. They felt that
if commercial agencies learned they
were supporting the measure their fin-
ancial standing would be ruined. This
was strong evidence that the bill was
required. Leading detectives also en-
dorsed that portion of the bill dealing
with detective corporations. The house
should give the bill the second read-
ing,s and make whatever change
necessary in the committee stage.

The debate was continued by Messrs.
McDowell  (Saskatchewan), Campbell
(Kent), McGillivray, McGregor, Mec-
Mullen and Boyle.

Hon. Mr. Foster said before  the
house undertook such important legfs-
lation as this it, should = be well as-
sured of the existence of a real and
widespread grievance. He was con-
vinced that with the bill in its pres-

reference to Ment shape there would ba many diffi-

culties as to the working out. Prob-
ably Mr. Sproule would have done all
he could this session by calling public

dull, being relieved only by & charac- |

attention to it through the discussion
¢

which had taken place, Certain cir-

cumstances were such that the bill
‘could not likely get through this ses-
sion, and moreover before the enact-
ment of such legislation commercial
agencies and business should be given
{ an dpportunity to state their side.
| This’ could only be done by ‘commit-
“tee. It would therefore be well for
i Mz, Sproule not to press the bill fur-
! ther now, but to let it stand over till
! next session.

| On motion™of Mr. McCarthy the de-
bate was adjourned.

second
' reading of the bill to amend the Hlec-

{ tions act. It makes the law clear on |

i the question of transportation of elec-
tors by railways, and also provides for
{ the arrest by a returning officer with-
; out warrant of parties caught person-
' ating. :
{ Mr. Foster sald he did not object to
the second reading, providing ths bill
was sent to the committee,
The House adjourned at 10.50 o’clock.
THE SENATE.

In the senate this afternoon Senator
Clemow 'gave ‘notice that he would

on Friday that it should stand ad-
journed until Tuesday, the seventh of
April. :

Sir Mackenzie Bowell said he would
take the trouble to look into the state
of business for the purpose of asgcer-

from the other house during the com-
ing week, and if there was nothing
important he did not see any objec-
, tion "to the adjournment. He took it
, for granted, however, that the senate
would not object to sitting after din-
ner if there was any important busi-
ness, because it must be borne in mind
that the probabilities were that parlia-
ment would not sit after April 24th, so
that there was not much time left for
, the transagtion of business which
might come before the senate. He
was inclined to think that the lower
}house would not only sit:every Sat-
! urday, but Good Friday and Easter
Monday as well. It was important
that the business for which the pres-
ent session of parliament was called
should, if possible, be brought to a
successful conclusion. If it was not,
he wished the country to understand
distinctly that it would ndt be the
fault of the government.

The premier introduced a bill to
amend the act respecting wrecks,
 casualties and salvage, which em-
‘powers the government to take charge
.of cargoes and tows of sawn lumber
and: timber wrecked in Canadian
waters, retain the same for the own-

ers, and if not claimed, to dispose of |
them in the ordinary way. Ae pres- |
ent the law does not give the power to :
the government to take posdession of !

» wrecks of this kind.

Senator McDonald (Victoria) wanted
to know if the bill would give the gov-
ernment power
which has for some time
blocked the entrance to harbor of Vic-
toria.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell said there was

some doubt as to whether that wreck |

was not upon the open sea and with-
out the jurisdiction of the government
to remove. The minister of marine
and fisherjes was, however, inquiring

move that when the senate adjourned

taining what was likely to be sent up |

to remove a wreck:
partially :

Tupper gives notice that the house
will sit on Saturdays after next Mon-
day, commencing at 10 a. m,

A 8t. John delegation consisting of
Mayor Robertson, Ald. Christie, Mc-
Goldrick, Millidge, Smith, Purdy, Bliz-
ard and McRobbie, City Engineer
Peters gnd D. J. McLaughlin arrived
here this -morning. This afternoon a
meeting to talk over port facilities had
been .arranged with the government
by Messrs, McLeod,” Hazen and Ches-
ley, but when the hour had nearly ar-
rived Hon. Mr. Foster asked that it
be. postponed, owing to another import-
ant meeting at which Sir Charles Tup~
per had to be present. The interview
will therefore take place tomorrow.

CHAMBERLAIN BANQUET.

Secretary for the Colonies Enter-
tained by the Canada Club.

A High Word of Praise for the Late
Sir John A. Macdonald.

Canadian Patrlot.lsm‘—- Imperial Federation
and the Trade Question.

b4 ;

London, March 25.—Hon.  Dr. Mon-
tague, Sir Robert Herbert, Generai
Gallway, Hon. Stavely Hill;, Admiral
McClintock,  Sir Bartle Frere, Mr.
Colmer, and W. E. M. Tomlinson, S.
Gedge and T. T. Bucknill, Q..C., mem-
bers of parliament, and many Cana-
dians were present tonight at the din-
ner given to Right Hon. Joseoh
Chamberlain, secretary of state for the
colonies, by the Canada club. Mr.
Chamberlain replied to a toast in
which Lord Aberdeen was included
with the names of Messrs. Chamber-
‘lain’ and Montague, Canadian minister
of agriculture,

The colonial secretary was given an
enthusiastic' reception as he rose to
reply. He said that he felt honored to
be associated with Mr. Montague, and
that it was a great pleasure to meet
the many representatives of the great
America, which stands first mang the
kindred nations forming the British
empire. He had visited Canada and
had met many of its leading states-
men, notably the great Sir John A.
Maedonald, ' that most imperially
minded man, whose guiding idea it
was to ‘maintain intact the local inde-
pendence of Canada in close alliance
with the mother country.

At times he did not have easy times.
There were many prominent men on
both sides of the Atlantic who had
i once assumed that it was the mani-
" fest destiny of Canada to”be absorbed
i into the great republic on its south-
ern frontier. (Cries of “No, never.”’)

Mr. Chamberlain continued: “That
was the opinion. ' It is ancient contro-
versy, and I will not refer to it now,
except to mark the contrast between
the doubt and hesitation then and the
determination inow of every son of
Canqda to maintain the local consti-
tution  in its special identity' and at
i the same timie to draw closer the

-inte .the matter, and if it was found | bonds which unite him with the great

that the government had the power an | PRrent state.

act would be introduced providing for
; the removal of the wreck.

Senator Power will call attentjon to
the unsatisfactory condition of the
law respecting sessional mdemni.ty of
members of both houses, and enquir-
ing whether it is the intention of the
govérnment to introduce’legislation at
the present session to amend the act
respecting the senaig and house of
; commons for the purbose of removing

the existing abuses.

NOTES.

The minority
Fleming, one of the official visitors to
the Royal Military college, was pres-
ented to parliament today, as well as
the report of the commandant of the

the stric¢tures of the board. Mr. Flem-
ing says that as he understands it the
Military college was established with
the primary “ebject of providing the
means of imparting a military educa-
tion, and that this should be done in
the best possible manner, having due
regard to the cost. He says it is ob-
vious to the visitor to the college that
the institution is overmanned. For 57
cadets there is a staff of 37, exclusive
of the catering department. In five
yvears the college has turned out an
average of less' than fourteen gradu-
ates per annum, the cost per gradu-
ate during that period having been
$5,610, of which the graduate himself
pays $1,450.

Mr. Fleming thinks the institution
should be converted into & purely mili-
tary one, d that cadets should be
required to finish{ their civil educa-
tion now carried on at the college at
the excessive and unnecessary cost be-
fore entering college. Two years
should suffice for the military train-
ing. §

Mr. Fleming points out that the
graduates in the past have had scant
treatment in the matter of appoint-
ments in the public service of the do-
minion.

The joint report of the international
boundary commissioners Messrs. Duf-
field and King, appointed to ascertain
the facts and data necessary to the
permanernt delimitation of the bound-
ary line between Alaska 'and Canada,
was presented to parliament today.
The report shows that the surveyors
of the two countries agreed approxi-
mately in their observations. The
summit of Mount St. Elias is found to
be 2.41 staute miles east of the 14ist
meridian, that is to say, in Canadian
territory.

The inland revenue department has
issued a bulletin giving the results of
the analysis of samples of agricultural
fertilizers. = The nwmber of various
samples analyzed this year were 92,
which exceeds those of last year by
8, and represents the largest number
of samples offered to Canadian con-
sumers for any one year since the act
came into operation. Thirty-nine
‘brands weré offered by the United
_States manufacturers, who seemed to
be coming into the Canadian markets
to a larger extent than before.

A cable message was received today
by Hon. Mr. Haggart stating that
Hon. Mr. Montague was greatly im-
proved in heo,lth,’ and was returning
to Canada almost immediately.

It is the intention of the government
to ask the house to sit on Good Fri-
day and Easter Monday. Sir—Charles

v

\

report of Sandford

The recent isolation
: that seemed  to threaten us evoked
{ from all the colonies, especially from
: Canada, an outburst of loyalty and
affection that reverberated throughout
the world, which testifies a sentiment
deeper than words can express, and
which dispelled the idea that such ex-
pressions of loyalty and affection were
superficial and would not bear the test
of serious conflict, so that if war broke
out  the mother country would be left
. to her fate and the  colonies would
. take care of themselves. \
“The shadow of war darkened the
korizon, and to none was the shadow
more omipous than to our fellow-citi-
, - zens of Canada.’ Yet, though if it had
happened, it would have been borne

; in the first instance by Canada with
college, General Cameron; in reply to :

no hesitation. The people and parlia-
ment of Canada said that although the
matter did not affect directly their in-
terests, it affected the homor of the
British empire, and they would make
common cause with us, and were pre-
pared, shoulder to shoulder, to bear
with us all that might arise.

‘“This decision: was emphasized by
the debates in the dominion parlia-
ment, and the moral was summed in
the eloquent speech of Mr. McNeil,
who is quoted as having said: ‘From
“the' British people, one 'people, to the
integrity of the common empire.’ This
orator struck the right chord when he
said:: ‘The empire of Great Pritain is
the common heritage of all ils sons,
and is not the appendage of the United
Kingdom.’

‘“Many speeches were made ‘to the
same seffect in the dominion parlia-
ment, and a resolution was passed by
acclamation, repeated allusion being
made lto the opportunity which =very
community in the empire was bound
to seize, and the hope was ‘expressed
that something would be done to bring
us nearer. X

‘“We share the hope,” continued Mr.
Chamberlain, ‘“and ask you, is this
demonstration, this almost universal
expression of loyalty of all the colon-
ies, to pass away without a serious
effort by colonial and imperial states-
men to transform these high senti-
ments into practical results?”

Mr. Chamberlain 'then reviewed the
growth of the feeling for imperial fed-
eration, and he saild: “Although ex-
perience has shown that the final re-
alization of our hopes of federation
is a matter of such vast magnitude
and great complication that it cannot
be undertaken at the present time, it.
does not follow on that account that
we should give up our aspirations. It
is only a proof that we must approach
the goal differently and not try to do
everything at once, but seek the line
of least resistance. The boldest might
shrink appalled before an attempt to
create a new government for the Brit-
ish Empire, with large powers of tax-
ation, and legislationi over countries
separated by thousands of 'miles oOf
seas. We may, however, approachthis
desirable consummation by & process
of gradual development. We may en-
deavor to establish some common in-
terests and common obligations, to
deal with which it is matural ' that

should grow up. The greatest obliga-
tion is the imperial defense, The great-
est interest 13 the Imperial trade. The
former must be reached ‘through the
latter, as was the case in the creation

of the Gemman empire. ‘At first the

some sort of representdtive authority|

Reichstag was convened to deal with
the commercial interests of the Ger-
man states. Gradually it embraced
national and political objects and be-
came the bofid of unity and the basis
of the empire.”

Remarking that it was natural that
Canada should take the initiative, Mr.
Chamberlain cited the resolution of
the Ottawa conference in favor of g
customs arrangement between Great
Britain and the colonies, and also Mr.
McNeill’s resolutign. in the legislature
on Tuesday in favor of an ad valorem
duty on foreign imports. Although he
foresaw a very serious dislocation of
trade with England if such a Propos-
al became effective, Mr. Chamberlain
asserted that the proposal merited re-
spectful consideration.

‘““This proposal,” Mr. Chamberlain
proceeded, “would involve at least a
small duty on food and raw material
and would thus increase the cost of
living and the pressure on.the work-
ing classes. It would also tend to in-
crease the cost of produection and would
therefore prejudice us in competing
with foreign countries in neutral mar-
kets. It is useless for us to shut our
yes to these facts. )

“In  return we should get a very
smaill consideration in the shape of
a preference, maybe two per cent., and
perbaps even five per cent. in compet-
ing with foreign manufacturers in the
colonial markets.

‘“This is a very startling proposal for
a free trade country and see..s in its
platform impossible to be adopted. I
am a pronounced free trader, but at
the same time I am not so pedantic
that, if sufficient advantage were offer-
ed, I would not consider a deviation
from the strict dogma. But so far no
sufficient quid pro quo has been of-
fered to induce England to take cer-
tain loss and possible risk involved in
reviewing altogether her present com-
mercial policy. The preference would
be much smaller in the case of British
goods imported into the colonies than
in that of colonial goods imported into
Great Britain. It is still more import-
ant that our foreign trade is so gigan-
tic in proportion to the foreign trade
of the colonies that the burden of tax-
ation would fall with much greater
weight upon the United Kingdom than
upon the colonies.”

Mr. Chamberlain then proceeded to
invite the colonies to continue their ef-
forts and he expressed the opinion
that if the Marquis of Ripon’s de-
spatch to the governors of the colonies
on this subject in 1895 had not closed
the doors to more favorable proposals
which might be advanced in the future,
and he called particular attention to
Lord Ripon’s statement that an ar-
rangement creating a customs union
comprising the whole empire, by which
the aggregate customs revenue might
be equitably proportioned among the
principal communities, would in prin-
ciple be free from objection. Mr.
Chamberlain regarded a possible al-
ternative. ‘“Its advantages to the col-
onies would be so enormous,” he con-
tinued, “that is appears to me that
the colonies themselves will be bound
to give such a suggestion their careful
consideration.”

Goti into details he said: “In such
a general free trade arrangement it is
g,ul,tejclea.r that exceptions must be
made in the case of articles such as
tobacco and spirits, which are chiefly
taxed for revenue purposes. If we are
to make even the slightest progress in
such a. -direction, protection must dis-
appear and the only duties must be
revenue duties, not protective duties
in the sense of protecting industries,
of one portion of the empire against
the industries of another. I cannot
help thinking. that if a council of re-
presentatives of the whole empire
should be called to consider such an
arrangement, although the subject
would present many enormous diffi-
culties, still with the existing good
will and the ultimate goal in view,
something like a working agreement
would be reached, and free traders,
even if they had to abandon their prin-
ciples, to some extent, must remember
the enormous gain that would compen-
sate for the loss of our dealings with
foreign countries. For the states for-
ming the empire are after all more
likely to develop an increase in pros-
perity, population, wealth, power,
commerce and enterpdise than any for-
eign states.” :

Apolozing® for speaking on the sub-
ject at such length, Mr. Chamberlain
added that he spoke for himself alone,
but that thel subject was so import-
ant that he desired to provoke a dis-
cussion, above all in the colonies.

“It is a dream if you like,” said Mr.
Chambberlain, “but it is a dream no
man need to ashamed of, to create an
empire greater and more petent than
any history has ever known. Nothing
can be done, however, in any direction
until Great Britain and her colontes
have decided upon imperiax» unity
founded on the commonweal.””

The speech of the colonial secretary
throughout was listened to with the
greatest attention, and ‘his ' various
points were cheered with enthusiasm.

Hon. Dr. Montague, in responding,
said that it was because he fully rea-
lized the important influence the col-
onies must exercise upon the future
of the British empire that in Canada
Mr. Chamberlaini was appreciated as
no colonial secretary ever before had
been appreciated. Never hearts beat
truer to the interests of the empire,
he said, than those of the Canadiams.
Canadians were, however, no suppi-
ants to England except in the matter
of defence ,for which they right royal-
ly expressed their admiration and
gratitude. One thing the Canadians
especially desired was that the tide
of emigration .from Great Britain
should be turned to their shores. Mr.
Chamberiain, he said, would be doing
a work that wuold send his name
down to posterity with the greatest
possible honor if he would turn his
practical attention to encourage the
flow of emigration to Canada.

Bobby struggled with the problem an
hour and then presented for his moth-
‘er’s inspection the following truthful,
but unconventional effusion: “Mr. Rob-
ert Cathcart declines with pleasure
Miss Bessie Smith's invitation for the
14th, and thanks her extremely for
having given him the opportunity for
doing so.”
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