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By A.W. PINERO, which had such a

= PROFLIGATE

ilu‘ccenful run at the Garriok Theatre and

which has been such a great success with Mrs. Burroughs this season.

i"RIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS AND-AT THE MATINEE

SATU

»

RDAY,

Henry Arthur Jones' Romarkablé Plav,.

BY A SPECIA% ARRANGEMENT
WITH MR. S.

With all the Original

WILLARD-

Scenery and Effects.

~~>MISS BURROUGHS’ COMPANY<s<

JOHN E/ KELLERD,
HARRY SAINT MAUR.
HARRY BARFOOT,
JOHN HOWES,
MARION ABROTT,
ELEANOR PERRY,

LOUIS MASSEN,
THEO. M. BROWN, °
W. H. WILLATS,
JOSEPH McKEVER,
KATE LESTER,
ESTELLE GLENN.
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MISS MARIE BURROUGHS,

The Profligate” and ‘Judah” to Be
Given at the Grand Opera House
This Week.

Miss Marie Burroughs, who makes her
.Rnnua}l appearance in Toronto at the
Grand Opera House to-morrow night in
“ The Profligate,” is an example of that
aptitude for the stage which, without
special training, aecquires instant suc -
cess and establishes a career in a way
that purzles the - countless  aspirants
pmong the young women of the Sland.

They come, after much - training a
trumpeting, only to fail. Thus it was

. @ remarkable aehievement' in Marie Bur-

roughs when from the firet moment she
trod the New York stage she was ac -
cepted’ by the public and the critics and
the management as the leading lady of
the leading company in New Yeork, Her
ipstinet for art, the desire
under the opportunity offered, kept her
in that position for several years, and
wwheny A. M. Palmer moved tp the larger
theatre that had been known as Wal-
Jack’s, and now  Palmpr's ! Theatre
she was stilk retaned at the head of the
gompany. 4

Thewe: are many elements of success in
the- actor’s career, and one is what is
palled in the profession, ‘‘quick study”
—the power to master the word, the
business, that is, the full ‘and proper ex-
pression of the part in look, posture, ges-
ture, ete.—if need be, over night. It im-
plies the creative spirit. The emergency

. 4
to improve

parts she has played here. The opening
plaly, which will be given the first four
nights, will be “Thé Profligate,”’” by
the celebrated English dramatist, A. W.
Pinero, It had a most successful run in
England, and hap duplicated its success
in America. It is a drama of te-ddy,
telling a story with a familiar inoral,
arguing that meh should be as pure as
the women they seek to marry, preach-
ing down the sowing of wild oats, and
doing all this in go subtla a manner as
to make an intemsely dramatic effect.

The latter part of the week Miss Bur-
roughs will again be seen in the great
play. “Judak.,” This play is so familiar
to Toronto theatre-goers that it needs
neither extended exposition nor criticisms.
it is in point of story, action, chatacter
and dramatic construction one of the
very best of modern:plays. Miss Bur-
roughs still makes her charagterization
of Vashti Déthica a creation of extreme
sympathy, and shows her ability to em-
body the soul as well as the outward
sepming of .a dramatic character.

The company engaged to support Miss
Burroughk is far above the average, and
includes John E. Kellard, the well-known
Ignding man;. Louis ' Massen, late leading
man of A. M. Palmer’s company; Harry
Saint Maur, W. H. Willats, Harry Bar-
foot. Theo. M. Brown, John Howes, Miss
Kate Lestery Marion 'Abbott, Eleanor
Perry and Estelle Glenn. All the origi-
nal scenery and effects will be brought
here. Miss Burroughs’ engagement is
sure: to be a most enjoyal}le one.
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MIS8 MARIE BURROUGHS, - e

Bctress of this kind is the ope that is
ain of success, for the opportunities

jAl present themselves: they moreover,
ve plays in other ways by their pres-
&ree of mind - they cannot be disconcert-

* @d* by the mistakes and fajlures in mem-

ory of others, They find themselves at
kome on the stage. : .

The first part that Miss Burroughs ever
played was Gladys in *‘The Rajah.” She
bad met Lawrence Barrett in San Fran-
eisco, her home, and recited before him
-and little was, expegted from the”inter-
view. Darrett was wparing in ‘his en-
couragement, for he was experienced in
the danger of holding outhope to
noviees: but he ‘thought of her better
than he chose to say. He at once re-
ported in New York his knowledge of
this promising material. The Madison-
Square Theatre was in need of an agtreds
of her description, and the management
telegraphed to her to come on. She: was
met at the theatre by the stai Mallory,
Belasco, the Frohmans and othlers. Her
gecitation was satisiactory apd she was
engaged, Of course recitatins with
modern managers do not go very {ar; but
they discerned in her other gleiments? ‘1n
the first place she had an eye that was
full and round, expressive, - that could
blaze Avith fire and beam with tender-
ness. They discovered in her the emo-
“ tional quality, and the emotional drama
was just then “the one thing that
eultivated by that house. It was.
ever, the wholesome drama, and
the French product. In that line of
pure emotion Miss Burrdughs-stands un-
rivaled to-day. When E. 8. Willard;the
English actor, came to this €ountry, ui-
der the management of Mr. Palmer, he
at ounce gave Miss Burroughs the place
eecond in honor 7o ‘that |distinguished
artist. The golden Jaurels she won dury
ing her four years she was with Mr. Wil-
Jard are known to all. \

Toronio theatre-goers :fesognize her
abilities, and remember the piany laughs

\
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TORONTO OPRRA HOUSE,

Miss Florence Bindley to Fill a Week's En-
. gagement in “The Captain’s Mate”
“I‘u»mun‘ow (Monday) evening at - the
Toronto Upera House will witness the
initial presentation in this city of ‘the
Niew sensational comedy drama, “The
Captain’s Mate.” With a record of phe-
nomenal success everywhere, we feel that
the thousands of patrons of the Toronto
will find much entertajnment in this
absorbingly imteresting play. It ia
pne ,”f unusual excellence and admits of
wuhitic.eﬂectls, beautiful scenery  and
rogregsiver stage managament, all pf
: 'hlL’lﬁ will be amply taken advantage
Ef : Ih‘:‘ occasion will be doubly inter-
zl»tnu: from the fact that it will mark
t_hc reappearance here of the eharming
Elxttlf‘ actress, Florence Bindley, at tl;
il.wml of a well-equipped- supporting

ieompany.
| . The scenery of “The Captain’s Mate”
{i4 described” as being magnificent. No
‘r_~‘.m~lx- pretentious sets hawve ever been seen
lin any play of its class in this
;c«'mntry. The attention, which has been
‘:tliv;;*nﬂ:: detail is most commendable,
.l resulis  at * B y
izt S ¥ Tainea are’ highly
The play opens at the mountain hut
of old Hamnah Lyouk, near the cowst
of Maine. Her son ‘David, her pride,
bears a bad reputation in. the —neigh-
borhood, having engaged in several
scrapes, the prineipal ome being the
w invy.of the Brazilian trader, Orri-
nicea, on the coast at some time pre-
vious. 70ld Joe, a former life saver,
whe is blind, hoards with them, and he
is the only one who kngws of the wreck-
ing of the- Brazilian trader. His only
companion is little Margie, who had
l)f)n'u kidnapped by Dave in New York
three years before. Captain Penfield
aud :nephew of the Jrazilian' steamey
Albatross nave been stopping :n the

o

apd cries they have had in the many

vicinity, They make the acquaintance

e

of Margie, and she introduces them to
old Joe, who hearing their names and
purposes gives the captain a letter re-
vealing,the criminals.

Old Haunah ill-treats Margie and sho
runs away from home, and Dave - tells
Joe she has fallan from aeliff and been
killed. Joe to be taken to the
spot and falls over himself. As he falls
Sidney Penfield appears and iries to
save him. .Dave stops-him, and in, the

“struggle David stuns Sidpey and ‘tries

to ‘hurl him over the cliff, but Margie
comes to ‘the rescue by crossing on &
log over the ravine and threatens to
shoot Dayves

The second act shows a dock on the
North River at night. Margie has dis-
zuised herself as a boobtblack and made
ber way to New York., Here ‘she frus*
trates a scheme of Dave's and his pal
to rob the keeper of the ferry. Capt.
Penfield and Sidney are on their way
to board the -Albatross, when Dave is
being conducted toi the ‘police station:

MIBS FLORENCE BINDLEY.

Sidriey accuses Dave of wrecking the
boat, and a fight oecurs-in “vhich Cap-
tain Penfield is bagdly used up, and
Margie arriVes with the reserve' police
just. in time,

The third Ret opens in the hold of
tha Albatross with [Dave in irons on
his way to Bragil for trial. Margie has
stolen aboard the Albatross in New
York, and is also stowed away in the
hold. Bud Delaney, who escaped from
the: patrol, in New York, diszuised
himself, and ehipped on the Albatross
to help Dave escape. He . comes into
the hold to tejl Dave his planand they

| stage settinigs and costumes

discover the bootblack who was the

dancers and singers, some of the begt
specialty performers now before the pub-
lic, and a very handsome lot of special
scenery and costumes. It abounds in wit
and humorous diafog and the very latest
popular, eatchy. pongs are interspersed
througheut the whole entertainment. Everr
the title suggests something new and
novel, and, if reports from other cities can
be given credence. the production  has

N, GOONODS MASTERPIECE

THE THOUSANDIH PERFORMANCE
® QF FAUST. :

’-d ‘\(:‘m\“' } m‘!\
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MISS EMMA ROSE LEE.

created a inarked and favorable impression
with theatre-goers. The omedians are
tunny, the specialties clever, the scenary,
are bright,

The Or Marguerite Recalls the Ini-
tial Production of the Opera—A Re-
markable Scene—Rejected at First by
Musical Paris, the Work Returns With
Germany’s Stamp of Approval and
Then Becomes Famious. .

Paris, Dec, 15.—Last night Gounod’s
masterpiece ‘attained its thousandth per-
‘formance here, & success which'no Pari-
mian eritic would have ventured to fore-
shadow when it was produced some 36
years ago. Indeed, some of the experts
went o far as to condemnm fit for its
lack of promineut or distinctive themes,
thus -recalling Mozart’s remark to his
father in 1732 “To succeed nowadays,
one must write things plain enough for,
a hackney coaciman to remember.” Yes,
Gounod was actually taken to task in
The Revile des Deux Mondes for his dearth
of melody, and, as a modern French cri-
tic candidly lowns. “it must be confessed
that ‘Faust’ came back to us from Ger-
many & success, just as ‘Carmen,’
another masterpiece, was recognized by
us_only. after it had won fame across the
trontier.” The statistics connected with

new and elaborate, the marches are per-
formed with military precision, and last,
but not least, a. host of pretty girls do
their share towards making' a very at-
tractive entertainment.

The “White Crook” company Is headed
by the churming little soubrette, Miss
Fmma Rose Lee and the comedians, Ed.
Sandford and James P. Lee. Inghe olio
we find Lamont and Love a clubswing~
ing and dancing specialty; ard and’ Les«
lie, comedy sketch artists; Pearl Brad-
burn. descriptive vocalist and dialeet com-
sdienne, besides the principals, in clever
specialties of their own.

Commencing. “with the “White Lrook”
engagement, matinees will be ‘given on
Tuesday, Thursday and ®Baturday afters
noans only.

Cogmma s )
: Pavid Christie Murray.

Beginning life as a newspaper man, Mr.
David Christie Murray wrote descriptive
articles that read like chapters of novels.
After severing his position as parliamen-
tary -reporter. on The London Daily News,
and almost simultaneously joining the,
staff ‘of The World, which Edmund Yates'
wae just laumching,, Mr. Murray’s alert
and brilllant method . attracted notice
everywhere: ,and when the Russo-Turkish

“Faust” are full of interest. Choudens,
the publisher, plunged to the extent of
giving his entire capital, 10,000 francs,
for the copyright, an investment which
in thirty years is stated to have brought
him in no less that 1000 per cent. A
curious light is shed on the longevity: or
endumance of different’ voices by, the
number of artists who have filled the dif-
ferent roles during the twenty-five years
“Iaukt’” had been played at the Grand
Operp, namely, 28 ~Marguerites, 18
Fausts, 14 Mephistopheles, 13 Valen-
tines, 14 Siebels and 11 Marthas. Of
the countlegs anecclotes connected with
the operas (I 'will content myself with
one. When Rome wag still a pontifical
city, an impredario wroté to Gounod
asking him, as the Papai censorship for-
bade the appearance of the Devil on the
stage, if he counid not transform the char-
acter of Mephistopheles, ‘making him,
for example, a doctor.”
History of the Opera.

It is a curiods history, is that of the
vicispitudes of Gounod’s mastexpiece,and
nobody is more qualified to talk about
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lew Scenery !
Breat [f) echanical Effects !

The North River With Railroad
Depots on the Jersey Coast.

THE ROCK-RIBBED COAST OF MAINE

Censational Features Stronger Than
any Play Now Before -
the Pablic.

NEXT WEE

-w

ONE WE

OoPERA HOUSH. .3

MATINEES—TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY-~MATINEES.

COMMENCING
MONDAY,

EK
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First time here of Mr. Joha Griffith ‘7‘
in Mr. Henry Irving’s famous version of

JAN. 7th

FLORENCE BINDLEY -:-

S l.N HER NEW SENSATIONAL COMEDY-DRAMA, ENTITLED:

THRICEING - SITURTIONS !
EXCITING TABLEAUX !

The ca'sthwajs on<the Bell-Buoy
in Mid=Ocean,

THE RESCUE AT SEA

Destruction: of the Brazilian
Trader.

New Songs ! New Dozs and
New Mugical Solos !

FAUST.”

cause of. their arrest. They bind and
Zzag him and are about to throw him
through a port hole when Capt. Sidney
comes intol the hold with the sailors,
He orders them on deck and discovers
the little bootblack .who aided him in
New York. He declareshis friendship
and [rajses him' ‘4o the position
captain’s mate. Dave
aze to incite the crew to mudiny. The
brinz old Capt. Penfield’s wife on deck
and, upon Sidney’s refusal tol surrender
the ship, they +throw her overboard.
Margzie, the captain’s mate, jumps in and
saves ber amd the last scene shows the
open sea where they are pieked up by
a U.S. crusier, ‘which also quells the
mutiny. Old Hamnah Lyons, who! had
peen arrested fer coaspiraey, with her
son, turn State’s evidence and revealed
the fact that Margie is.a daughter of
€apt. Penfield and the heiress.

The compaay is one of great strength
and includes, besides Miss Bindley, Johr
L. Caldwell, Walter G. Horton, Herman
Hirschburg, Wilton_Taylor, John Shee-
hian, James Slavin, Edgar Paddock, Heil-
ter Kutyz, Hattie Neville, Flora Red,
ding and -Florence Neville.

Incidental t0 the play Miss Jindley
will introduce her famous musical spe-
cialties on the autoharp, xviophone,
sleigh bells, musieal goblets, ete.

Nine performances of * The Captain’s
Mate © will be given, Including the
usual Tuesday. Thursday
matinees. On Monday evening the elec-
tion returns will be announeced from the
stage.

*““Faust” at the Torento,

Henry Irving's famous wversion of
« Paust ? will be presented at the To-
ronto Opera, House during the week of
Jan. 14, by Mr. John Griffith,  whose
Mephisto is said, to be equally as gond
as that of the many eminent actors
who have appeared in. the character.
His produetion of ** Faust” is described
as being phaborate, legitimate and gen-
rally pictoresque. The sale of seats is
now: in progress at the customary prices
of the Toronto Op%m House.

THE ACAD 1Y,

“The White ('rook” the Attraction All the
Coming Week.

“phe Wiite Crook,” which opens at

the Academy next Monday evening, Jan.

7, should not be confused with “The Black

Croek.” as there is.not Bhe slightest simi-

larity between:the two productions. Th&,

“White Crook’ is an entirely new wand

up-to-Aate travedty, and is presented by

reveral very clever eomedians gracefu!

of
and Bud man- placed him in the foremost

\

i drew the case from the jury and

war broke out he was retained by ‘'The
London Times as their special correspond-
ent, and was the only English journalist in
Plevna during! the siege. On returning to
England lhe wrote his tirst novel, “A Life’s
Atonement,”” which achieved instantane-
ous success. Then followed a long list of
stories, told with exquisite art and 8
vigor and distinction of style which has
rank |of living
The Saturday Review and other
eritical journals fixed in- him  a worthy
-guccessor ‘to that giant of djction, the
late Charlés Reade. Christie Murray, how-
ever, i not only a writer of interesting
novels, in which there is thé unniistakable
touch of genius, but is & most delightful
tulker, and his rich and finely unadulterat-

povelists.

his ' audience, : .
* What redeems him from being the mere
elocutiohist and histrionic man is a cer-
tain maniiness and enthusiasm born in his
Blood, and which now and then flashes out
in! hint in a way that is beyond the touch
of mere -art. One hesitates to believe of
him _that he is not sometimes (renuinely
stirred by the powerful narrations that he
pours forth so easily and appareutly with-
out effort. It is; however, as an artist
that Mr. Murray must chiefly be con-
sidered. Human life @ppeals &o him in
its artistic aspect, and he'draws it whe-
ther by speech or on the printed 'page.
Here ix 2 man who not only knows hu-
man nature, but hps a good deal of human
nature in him, and but few novelistd have
magnetic power of touching their fellow-
beings by the spokemn word which Mr.
Murray possesses. Mr. Murray during his

and Saturday ! stay in'New York has made hosts of friends

and has beew the guest of the principal
clubs, both social and literary. His .series
of letters in The New. York Herald, en-
titled, “The Cockney Columbus,” are at-
tracting great attention, as much from the
fact of their candid criticism of Americans
as ‘from their literary value. This bril-
liant Londoner has really done more ' to
make us; familiar with the individuality of
notable people than a year of reading
about them ever ocould.

Eman .‘l‘(llll!ll"ﬂf‘"
The trial of Charles W. Emaun, who

was chgrzed with iurgibx: the label of
the Radam Mierobe Killer, (was ecom-
tinued with the opening of the Sessions
Saturday morning. The Crolvn’s case
fell through and Judge McDougall avith-
dise
echarzed the prisoner. Immediately up-
on reeeiving his dischajrge, throtgh his
colicitors,  Meesrs. Mulvey . & McBrady,
Eman entered an action against Wil-
liam [Radam,  who preferred the charze
azainst him, for $25,000 damages for
false arrest and proseeution.

The most skiliud combination of aitera-

tives known to pharmacy is Ayer's Sarsa-
parilla.

od voice exercises an irresistible spell over

it than Mdme. Carvalho, who created the
role of Marguerite. Although since then
& score of lother Marguerites have suc-
ceeded oncl snother, none of them have

&ongstress | who! ‘is now enjoying her
“otium cun dignitate,” as ‘charming and
almost as youilZ as even, An a@iterprising
interviewer has therefore called on her
to give us an account ‘of the genesis of
the now famows opera. o i

“It cannot be said of Gounod,” she
began, ‘‘that he ever wrote an opera: for
gnch or such an artist, as many: musi-
ciaus pnd dramatists do. No, he wrote
for mimself and the parts were distri-
buted among the most capable. For the
character of Margzuerite, Mdme. Ugalde
was first spoken ¢f: then .Mdme, Caroline
Duprez was proposed, but she having de-
clared that she saw, 6 nothing in it, M.
Paul ge Saint-Victor, who was a great
friend pf ours, went 1o Gounod and sug-
gested gne. A hearifig todk place, and I
at once became enamored of the. role.
(311:‘ rehearsale were * very laborious.
Gounod, led away by his inspiration,had
added to the work several numbers,
which, blthough magnificent, had to be
sacrificed, | The . rehearsals lasted from
seven in the evening till two in the mporn-
ing; we were quite knoeked up, and the
tenor who was to play Faust, an ex-
(\.‘I](‘Ht Binger named Gouardi, had to
give up the part quite exhausted. Another
indident, * this time of a comic charac-
ter, intervened: the Prefect of Police or-
dr_fl'vd'mbtd finish our rebkearsals by mid-
night, the police on duty complaining of
our excess of zeal. " We also got into

Trouble With the Censorship,
whe - demanded the suppresaion of the
whdle isceie of tue cathedral, as being
susceptible of oifending the Pope, with
whom our relations were then in a decli-
cate condition. It was Monejgnor de
Segur, the Nuncio, who ‘interfered on
our behalf. Having | been present at
the' rehearpals, whither, being blind, he
was led every day, he considered the
acene superb, and said that it was
to be wished that all the theatres :had
such Bpectacles to u{{er to the public.
He then gave me a sp endid. prayer-book
with an imseription. from thim, wkich he
askaed me to hold in my hand during the
gcene; that book is still in my posgession,
and I cherfsh it.” ) '

At Jength the great night arrived. The
house was crowded. “The curtain was
no xooner [raised,” contfues Mdme. Car-
valho, “than a vortion cf the audierce
bézan to |indulge in conversation and
other noises wiuch boded no good to the
topera Betweeu : the acts violent and

effaced the memory of that of the gifted:

CADEM

i y
M.S. Robingon Manager.

F. W. Stair Local Manager.

MATINEES

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY AT 2.30 |
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Big Spectacular Extravaganza Co. © -

L% %2 %2% 2% % 24227

A Bewy of Beautiful Maidens
Comical Comedians

Splendid Special Scenery
Marveous Mechanical Efs
A Clver Conhisatin of Beawy, Bur- |
e, Syl nd S Blets £
The Real Thing !!

PRICES: Evening, 16¢c to 560c. Matinee, 15¢ and 25c.

Massey Music Hall
' THURSDAY, JAN. I0th, 1895."

'ANNUAL ENTERTAINMENT OF

Introducing about

200 of his own lnltdnuiootn phetographs
beautifully colored by native Japanese artists, and will be proj
sheet by a powerful oxy-hydrogen instrument.

THE TORONTO CAMERA CLUB

3 v« Under the patronage of ...
His Honor the Lieut.-Governor and Mrs. Kirkpatrick

JAPAN AND THE JAPS

‘BY OTIS A. POOLE OF YOKOHAMA.

which. have been
don an i

Japanese
. Street Scenes

%he Japanese Wrestlers.
Pilgrimages to

BOX OFFICE OPENS MONDAY,

Popular

The Jinricksha Man. The Cherry
The Theatres and the Tea Houses.
the Sacred Mountains. s i
“English as She is Spoke” by the Natives.

Graphic Description of the Land of the Chrysanthemum.
Life and Character in Country,
in Tokyo and Yokohama. -

Town and City.
Blossom Festival.

JANUARY 7, AT 10 A. M.

rfr]oeg.-'ro'p Gallery I26¢, Ground Floor 85c, First Gallery 500

The
which
r which
played
-attacked,
who

passionate discussions took place.
artists were astounded. The,
followed reminds one of the
accurred ‘when Wagner w

in Paris. Butlif the work
it was not'so ‘with the compamy,
were not ouly spared, but also.a lauded
and recalled, As regards myself, I had
nothing to complain of either on the part’)
of ghe public, which was charming to-
wards me, or on that ol the Press, which
was Joud in my praise. But ultimately
the situation improved; little by . little
the ppera found admirers—such, for ex-
ample, as Meyerbeer, Wwho attended all
the performances, and had the singular
idea of placing himself every night in
a corner of the second gallery. ‘But
mox kher maitre,’ inguired tne manager,
‘why do'you not ask me for.a box? You
would be more at home there.” To which
he weplied, ‘No, no; let me put myself
where I'like. 1 wish to hear “Faust”
from alfssides.” Kossini, Wwho was very
fond of Goupod ,also admired it, but he
preferred his ‘Mereilge.’ To-day he
needs mobody to defend his chef d’oenvres
and the only sorrow we feei is-that he
is hot present to .witness his owa apo-
theosis.” :
The Mpusic’of Japan.

Writing in The Nineteenth Céntury on
the Music of Japan, Miss Laura A
Smith, avho points out the growing po-
pularity of Japanes® art, declares that
we are woefully and  wiliully ignorant
of Japanese musit. We: are content to
call it hideous, inbarmonious, inartistic,
anc monotonous. Amongst many writ:
ers on the subject, only three or four can
be. found to praise it. Comparison, she
points out, between such music as the
Japanese and that of European countries
is obviously unfair and sympathetically
inartistic. On the one side, we have the
best that a highly developed estheticiem
cain command; we have organs of power-
ful grandeur, orchestras of alinost phe~r
nomenal strength, our stringed instru--
ments are fashioned either by the ex-
perts of musical Italy or replicade fpom
those whiph have served the greatest
musicians the world has known. In ma-
terial, in form, in tone, in veneer, they
are unsurpasced; our pianos seem as
thopgh they! had reached even the
stretched limits of perfection, _and of
teadching and eriticigm we. touch the
highest latitudes. On the ‘other, we
have a few paltry string and percussion
instruments, made by those who are un-
learned in sound-przoducing. properites:
no literature of harmony, siuce it would
be useless, the blind being the principal
mausicians in Japan; no .grand master-
p ieces of divine art, the deepest senti-
ments in the kuman mind; for this light-
hearted nation are not likely to be moved
by anything which can measure its ex-
istence by ionger time-béats than the
mere evenescence of momentary pleasure.
In Japan, music sbrves to bring the smile
to the cheek of the maiden, to preface
the banquets of the Japauese nobility,
and te accompiny the mazes of the dance.
It is; in fact. a record of the trivialtieg
of the daily routine, and perhaps ‘the
inferior position which music occupies
in Japan is best ‘shown by the’ fact that
its chief and until gquite recently omnly
exponents are' women, and woen in
this country are still treated as amw in-
finitely lower sex than the men, _Most
men would consider that they were mak-
ing themselves ridiaulous by playing or
ginging in society. Aw against this accu-
mulation of adverse ecriticism on the
music of Mikadoland we must set one or
two stréng points in its favor. To begin
with, it reflects inmany ways the quaint-
ness and the national grace of its pro-
moters, x‘f js, therefore. characteristic
and indi 1(1)1111];

then again, Nature in
Japan is a silent teacher, singing-birds
rare, the most frequently heard Dbeing
the unmusical crow, the air /and the

water seem motiondess, and the result of

this wan and weirdly-peaceiul environ-
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ment is-a peculjarly calm and monotons
ous style of music. If the Japanese &
so partjeularly unmusical as we would
have thim be believed, how is it thiat the
“Koto,” the most difficult instrumen
under the sun to tune and to keep il
tune, is managed by them with fauktlel
accuracy?- There are thirteen moveabl
bridees to the Koto, and yet it is th
rarest thing for a™Trayer to make a 1y
take: the tuning teéstifies to a most.se

sitive ear, ard the playing to a painég
taking and alert intelligence. -
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