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,• Washington, D. C, February 22, 1888.

Tho Honorable Tuos. F. Bayabd, '
'

.

Secretary of State.

Sir : In the event that the English or Dominion government

should attempt to justify the invasion of Behring Sea by Eng-

lish or Canadian seal hnnters, in violation of the laws of the

United States and the regulations of the Treasury Depart-

ment, by virtue of the privileges stipulated in tho first article

of the treaty of 1825, between England and Russia, I beg to

submit tho following for your consideration :

If'

The contention between England and Russia and between

the United States and Russia had rofoi'ence to that section of

tlie Nortli Pacific coast situate botw,oon parallel 51** N. lati-

tude and tho 14lst meridian, iff,'.v,, .

On the 51st parallel the ocean, according to Mr. Adams, is

foiu' thousand miles wide, and tiio claim of 7/ucre chiuaum

was for that reason repelled by Mr. Adams. Tiio right of

trading on tliat coast was claimed by tho United States and

Enghvnd and denied by Russia, and to settle this contention

WQs the object of tho conventions of 1824 and 1825.

Russia's jurisdiction as far soutli as the 55th parallel, how-

ever, was concede;!, and her title to the chain of Aleutian

ialanda was not then and never has been questioned, notwith-

standing the fact that this chain of islands is situated far

•outh of the 55th parallel, .riii- .

There had been no conflict or controversy in reference to

tny part of the Russian possessions west of tlie 141st tneridian

;

and in the treaties pf 1824 and 1825 iljore is no reference to

tny portion of the territory claimed by Russia, west of said

meridian or nortli of Mount St. Elias ; so that, after these

trotttios had been ratified and the contention adjusted, tho juris-
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