
HON. THOMAS D ARCY McOEB. 81

-^ould not allow his personal wishes or hU political claims to stand

in the way of the harmonious action of the new experiment. His

pride mi^t have' rebelled, or his poverty might have clamored,

but honor and patriotism rebuked the one and silenced the other,

lie might have said, and probably did say, " don''^ consider me or

ray claims, look to the state and its welfare." i'hus it chanced

that the minister who was moat generally known in the Maritime

Provinces, and as well known in Ontario and Quebec, as any

member of the administration, who had spoken more eloquently, and

written more earnestly on the duties and advantages of union and

confederation, waived all claims to be considered when that union

was officially brought about, and the statesmen who wore first called

upon to work it, were announced in the official Gazette.

No doubt the waiver was a sacrifice of feeling at the shrine of

duty, but it is pleasant to know that it was unattended with any

sacrifice of friendship. We believe indeed that moved by tlie

generosity of his character, Mr. McGoe withdrew his claim to

office with such a steady purpose as to draw from Sir John

A. Macdonald a remonstrance at the hurried cliaracter of the

proceeding. By acting as he did, Mr. McGeo tliought to relieve

Sir Jolm of certain embarrassments. Nor was the supposition ill-

founded, for it was said tlmt lus timely generosity overcame

several very disturbing difficulties. Thus was it that the Minister

of Justice and the Minister of Militia continued to be fast friends

of Mr. McGee and he of them to the last hour of his life.

After the Privy Councillors were sworn in, new elections took

place. It occasioned but small surprise to Mr. McGee that the

felonious organizations which he had denounced when in England,

and which he had sought to expose on his return to Canada, excited

every influence they could command to exchange opposition and re-

sistance on their parts for assault and exposure on his. Like the

members of such associations he knew something ofsecret organiza-

tions for violent purposes. He was not unacquainted with the mis-

chievoiis character of the machinery by which such associations were

supported and kept in moti(»i. He was not unfamiliar with the oaths,

or ignorant of the constitutions of such orders, and being in some

sort, acquainted with their pernicious structure and dangerous ten-

dency, he was enabled to speak with emphasia of things as they were


