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liiiii.a«Tay to tlic lioly river, when ti> ili«>i; crf^at

«iirpriiie he refused lu go, iiayiii|f , briof; lUc /Itble,

and read tkat In mp. I dejire iint to die by the

rivf's «i(le. I believe in Jcbiib Christ, Ihc Saviour
whomil.e Cliristiaa'a Dible han made known tome.

O, iSir, could this Society know how many cupkh

like tliesc thurc orc> Kcnttorod about lhrou|;h that

vast country, they would fuel every encouragement
to proceed with tncreusud oiwigy iu iUm labour of

love.

Tn moving tho third Iti'solulion, the Rev. Dr. !•

W. D. Grav tcniurked,

—

That when he came lo the meetiiiflf, it whb with

the hope of finding a Brother Clergfymun there, who,
if pieiient, was tu have moved the resolution he waa
about to propose, lie could nut bat regret, that it

«]cvolved upon him to commend it to tho meetini;,

without having been able to devo'.o sufliciunt time
to the previous conuideratiun of the topics it em-
braced. But, having bec.i called upon, he should

not shrink from the dischurge of the duty , having
long made it n rule not to refuse his services in the

cause of the Bible (Society. The Resolution as-

sumed that these Societies were effectual instru-

ments in counteracting the efflirts made to exclude
or obscure the light of the Gospel. They undoubt-
edly were so. Facts proved the assumption to be

true. The primary reason was, that God's blessing

was with them. Under that blessing, wherever
they were planted, some friends were sure to come
forward to sustain them : some might oppose or

despise them, but there were always others, to

whose judgment and regard they would commend
themselves. Fitting instruments too were sure to

be raised up to carry o t their designs. Witness
those humble and honorable rnen, the Colporteurs,
who hid braved every danger, encountered every
difficulty, and surmounted every obstacio, in cir-

culating the Scriptures. And then the important
fact wap, that when circulated, they were sure to

.produce blessed results. It was truly delightful to

reflect upon the sameness of these results wherever
they wore sent. Send the Bible to the European,
the Asiatic, the American, the Malay or the African,

the effects were the same. The man whoreadu it

in faith becomes humble, holy, a lover of Christ, a

benefactor to his specie, a candidate for the skies.

A striking instance had lately occurred in the
Ionian Islands, where a gentleman connected with
the local government, had circulated and encour-
aged the reading of the Scriptures among the mem-
hern of the Greek Church. The result was that
i|f)«ay, and among them, some destined to the
priesthood in that churcii, had become vitally pious
.and truly enlightened. Persecution was soon tais-

«d against them and the leaidera of this little band
^ere dispersed, but no doubt many a copy of the
M^red volume bad been left behind to be read and
profited bj> in private. He called upon the meeting
.V> reflect br much f;ood might be docfinbymvea a
,sit)gle«opy ufUie Bible, how long it mi^t last,

havr many instruct and lead to heaven. The old
.Jjubleout ofwhichhehad read to them the 67th
.pf^R), at tbe beginning of (he evening, be had
•biftined ia Fingland mora than thirty yeara ago.

It w^H given to liim by art oUI nuui, who liiid vslii«

It and wiHliud it to jjo into nhIu keeping; when h com
was gone to his rest. It had been given 'o Aim li

pif*

nn olihr porMoii, a relative, who had read it, an 4i<">

prnycil over it many a day; and when ho turned i raasc

I ho tit In phge, lie found ii had been printed in ih ''Pi

'

yenr KluO, in tlio days of Ciiarlcs the Hrsl, jui

when the troubles of that monurcii were coming t

their height. The old Bible had outlived tlioa

trouliled times, and the limrs of Cromwell ao
Hiiother Charles. It had outlived the days
Junies If, of William, of Annp, of all the Georgtt

of another William; and still survived, under 111

reign of our gracious sovereign Victoria, (loi

mi^ht she live) with liie same sacred truths sti

legible upon its pages, and as able as it was in tin

days of Charles I. to point the enquiring sinner ti

Him who is *' the way, and the truth and the life,'

"the desire of all nations," "the hope of all ihi

ends of the earth." That old Bible then, by I

very antiquity, read i lesson to the meeting tonighij

It told them how much good uiight result from on

4ing'/e co/Tj/ of the scriptures. The resolution af'

finned that, at no period of our history, have wi

had more abundant cause for thankfulness, than a

the present time, that Bible Societies have beet

raised up to stem the torrent of opposition to thi

truth. 'Certainly we never had, looking to the op-

position presented by hordes of Neologian writers I

Germany, by the prohibitory laws in Roman Cath

He countries, and by the attcmpia, in England, t

substitute patristic writings and opinions in th

place of the inspired word, we must feel convincei

that }he opposition to the diffusion of sacred trut

was never more determined and systematized ; an

under the impression we could not but feel the vasApposti

importance of these Socjetjes whjch stood Ijke thvg to

bold foreland'^ projecting into the sen, rolling bacliad oil

the surges ot infidelity, and superstition. And ave Gc

these Societies wero more needed now tliBwspon

in previous times so were they more unitu sue c

by the facilities presented for their eflbrta -

The extension of commerce, the rapid communi

cation between distant nations, even the very ex

cilement and speculative spirit of the age, affbrdei od'a.
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scope for their agency. A letter he had received

a short lime since from that land of golden pro

mises, California, deactibed the City of San Pran#8tim(

Cisco as all in motion. There were processioni id th«

moving, music playing, platforms erected, speechei le Ba

making; and what was all this, for? It was no nto tl

because a new mine bad be^n discovered, but be )r wc

cause an old one ff^a rjgbtly appreciated ; itwa >. /

not because California wa^.odmitted.into the State
.
fta

of the IJnion, but for,the admission of a little bam Uh e

of followera into fi mpro ..?8cr?d fellowbhip ; it wo! i the

to distribute Biblwwnongst, the Cbincse inhabil >a ba

ants of San jFwipiaco. And these Bibles wen i.rnac

thankfully , rec?iv(?Jd, ,>apcl, . under God, we roigh »«>"

hope would prqv/e a blosaing to the receivers, i'liesi oo, t

simple but inielljgQnt peraons hod gone thither fo «o tl

worldly richQS, and ib^ found the true riches, tli ''O o

unsearchable rjqhea of Christ ; they wenttor th »edii

gold that perisheth, and they found what " the ol "e <

Bibjle" said was " bieller than gold, yea, than mud Vher

.tliati .I'ju 7 and the honey "? ««

pirpw

fii;ie £old, sweeter ^^O-tj


