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oi America ', in other Branches of Trade, they will not pretenfl

to a Competition : For excepting the Bounty upon BriiiPj-mzdQ

Cordage, and a few minute and official Regulations, I do not

•recolleft any Steps taken by them for commercial Purpofes, or for

the Encouragement of ManufaiSuics ; for the Prohibition of Fo-
reign Silks was not I underiland a minifterial Mcafure j and I

have th-refore paffed it unnoticed. * Againft this fingle Bounty
then when the Comparifon is drawn, ftand all thofe many and

important Meafures of the preceding Miniftry, which are not

partial, or local, or fpeciilative, but cxtenfive as our Commerce,
•various as our Manufadlures, and certain of their Effe(^s, upon
"Principles and Experience.

But the different Management of the Finances during the two
Periods will not even admit of Comparifon : They are dire(^ Con-
trafts : The one as diftinguiflied for Oeconomy as the other for

Profiifion : The former was all Adlivity and Vigour, exerted to

oppofe Encroachments on the Revenue, to dctecft Frauds, .: d

to redify Abufes : And Refearc'hes were made on every Side for

cncreafingthe Capital or the Income of the Nation : During the

latter there was not Energy enough in Adminiftration to enable

the Publick to avail itfelf of its own Property ; but univerfal Re-
laxation, Conceffion, and Negligence prevailed : And the Re-
venue, wherever they touched it, flirlvUcd before them: The
Refources which had been lately Opened, were cut off: Means
already provided, were diverted from their proper Application :

Others immediately in view, and diftindly pointed out, were
overlooked j and Sums which might have been brought in Aid,

were uifregarded j Improvements .which had been begun, w.ers

checked ; and ail Expcdlations of more, were difappointed ; the

Endeavours which had been ufed to prevent a.licentious Diffipa-

tion of the public Money, were fruftrated : Though Eftimates

were fwelled. Debt was accumulated : And the Sinking Fund
which had been foftered with fo much Care by the preceding

Minifters, which was raifed to fuch a Produce, and promifed
ilill more while it continued under their Management, now, in-

cumbered with additional Eftabiifliments, depr'ved of collateral

Support, and wafted by Diminutions in the Revenue, is labour-

* Far the fame Rcafon I omitted the Prohibition laid on foreigij Silk Stockings,

Miti and Gloves in J 765, the then Adminiftration having only confented to, not
pUn'd that Meafure. J
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