
m ( " ) ^
Itjge^oiEngUJhmitj, they were fcoffingly told, Tbofe Things muld
notfollow them to the Ends of the Earth, Unnatural Infult j muft

the brave Adventurer, who with the Hazard of his Life and Fortune,

i*eeks out new Climates to enrich his Mother Country, be deny*d

thofe common Rights, which his Countrymen enjoy at Home in Eafe

and Indolence ? Is he to ue made miferable, and a Slave by his own
Acquifitions ? Is the Labourer alone unworthy of his Hire, and (hall

they tfw/vreap, who have neither fow'd ndr planted ? Monftrous Ab-

furdity ! Horrid inverted Order !

These Proceedings, however arbitrary and oppreffive, were but

the Prelude : The Cataftrophe was, if poffible, yet more difmal.

Having invaded their Liberties, by an eafy Tranfition the next At-

tack was dire6My on their Properties. Their Titles to their Lands

was abfolutelydeny'd by theGovernour and his Creatures upon two

Pretences : One, that their Conveyances were not according to the

Law of England ; the Other, that if they might be thought to have

had fomething like a Title formerly, yet it now ceas'd by the Revo-

cation of their Charters. So that they who had fairly purchas'd their

Lands, and held them in quiet Pofleffion for above fifty Years, were

jiow oblig'd to accept new Deeds from the Governour, and pay for

them a third part of their Value, in order to afcerfain their Titles, or

otherwife they would be feiz'd for the Crown.

It would be an Injury to Vertue, if I did not in this Place pay

diftinguilh'd Honour to the Memory of an honcft and worthy Patriot,

Col. Shrimpton long fince deceas'd, who being rich in Lands, was

courted to receive new Patents gratis, that others might be drawn

in by the Authority of his Example j but when he was appriz'd of

their Defign, he chofe rather to have his Lands feiz'd ( and they were

feiz'd ) than by fuch a bafe Compliance betray his Country- men in-

to the Snares prepar'd for them. I fhould not have thus far enter'd

into the Detail of Things fo long paft, but to ftiew from Experi-

ence, as well 25 from the Reafon and Nature of the Thing, that

Charters are not the Caufes of arbitrary Government, but indeed

Jlrong IVotks rais'd againft it, which once thrown down, Oppreflion

rufhes in like a Tide, and bears down everj^Thing before it.

Having


