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braska. This gentleman lias spent seventeen years among
the Aborigines, mostly those of the North-West, and he
fully confirms the most favorable reports of other persons,

as to the capacity of these people to be improved, and ed-

ucated to virtuous and useful lives. He said that among
his Tribes there- was as much mechanical talent as among
an equal number of Whites who were as little instructed

;

and -that he had a piece of carving, the work 6f one of his

Indians, that was matchless in beauty and perfection of
fiuish, and this skill he assured me was by no means so

uncommon among them as we are apt to suppose it, but he
added, " We lack all means of educating it. There is now
nothing to be done with our Tribes up there, but to look
mournfully on from year to year, while, for want of some
right help, they waste themselves and their poor resources.

In ten or fifteen, at most, without some new provision for

them, they must be destitute and starving."

It is from such a condition and such an impending fate,

if I understand your benevolent purpose, that you ask aid

in saving the American Indian. I trust and pray, dear sir,

you may be met with a hearty response by my countrymen
and women. Yours truly,

- -
. E. W. Farnham.

New York, May 5th, 1857.

NOTE prom the AUTHOR.
15 Laight-street, New York, April 2d, 1857.

Dear Midamj
I have read with admiration your noble poem of

Nanuntenoo, and knowing the deep sympathy you have
so often and so beautifully expressed in behalf of the In-

dian Race, I submit for your perusal the accompanying
manuscript, hoping tl^^t the knowledge of additional facts

—or at least a word oi ood cheer—may be evolved from
your gifted mind, witii some new and soul-stirring in-

spirations in their behalf. It was my intention to have
sketched an ideal of Government, which I have for some
time past been revolviug in my own mind ; but having, in-


