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The PREFACE.
Jfo^f of a needful PrcVim'nr.iry Study^ viz. That of

G E O G K A P H Y, wha h xc'ith fome fr.tall taftt

of Chronology, may be defervedly ierrrid^ The
Eyes and Feet of Hiftory, and ought to he arquJrd

by our Hiftoriafi^ either in his younger Days^ or

( at leafi ) in the fir(I piare. On which accoufit^

Ive drawn up the following Treat >fe^ adapting it

Chiefly to the younger Sort of our Nobility and
Gentry ; hy the help of which^ they may quickly ac-

quire fnch an Idea of all remarkable Cmetrics^ as

to Fit 'em fuff.ciently for turning over any Modem
Hiftory rvhatfoever. This one jiep in Education of
Touth ivere preferable Q methinks ] to a Seven Tears

Drudgery in the dry Study of bare Words 5 and a

Second Apprenticefl:ip that's ufually fpent in a Phan*

taflick improvement of the Mind^ with many ufelefs

Speculations. And I may be bold to fay, that to

exercife the Thoughts in fuch a manner as' this^ ( or

to be but tolerably accomplifhd in thefe diverting

Studies, would vafily tra/fcend mofl of thofe other

Accomplifliments and Diverfions, jo much in Vogue

among our Gentry at prcfent. And 'tis highly pro*

bable, that fuch a Methjd as this^ might more e/-

fe&ually check the Growth of Vice among *em^ than

the mo]} elaborate Moral Difcourfe that can bcframd 5

[] the very Title offuch Compofures being enough ma'

ny times to fright them from the Perufut "] whereas

a moderate Application of Mind to the aforefaid

Studies^ would infenfibly wean the Thoughts offome^

from the reigning Impieties of the Age \ and in a-

thers^ it might evn happily prevent an early acquain*

tame with Vice in general. And
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