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tion imist 1.0 sfni!,'ht for tlirouKli the viisculiir systi-ni.

Wilhuut oxii<,'Koriitu)ii, th»! fireat oiiientuiu may l.e re-

ganled as a niechanism for siipporthifi aii<l koci.in.ii m

position a rich arl>ori/.ation of delicate vessels separated

hy as slijiht a cell-laver as possil.le from the peritoneal^

cavity. As nui^ht he expected, with the branchin-,' of

the main vessels, the finest and most delicate vessels

are largelv collected toward the periphery and along

the free lii.rder of the omentum. Here it is, therefore,

that the most prompt reaction is liahle to occin-.

It is from this point, then, that we must start if we

are to appreciate the part played hy the omentum in

the econ..mv. 1 liave already hinted that it is from

the al.undant network of <lelicate vessels that there may

l)e abundant How of Ihii-i into the abdominal cavity.

Similarlv the rich system of contained lymph-spaces

and lym"i)batic vessels,and, indeed, of blood-capillaries,

may be the means of rai)id absorption of iUihl from the

same cavity.

Much as 1 should like this evening to enter into tiie

more j.hvsiologi.'al aspects of the omental functions, I

must desist; for my personal observations along the

lines just indicated are not as yet complete or in a

proper state for bringing before you." What I wish to

bring before vou to-night is the evidenro we possess

concerning the activity of these omental vessels in con-

ditions which are constantly being brought before our

eyes, but which, it is worth noting, would appear not to

have been thought worth noting. I refer to their reac-

tion in localized inllammations of the abdominal cavity,

H l.urliani (to-. riO records some most interesting oLservatmns upon tlie luirt

,,lave,i l,v tl,.. l,.ulco,.v.es i„ relation to the surfuee of the great otnctum Imt he

l„Js not'indieate «ilh foM satisfaetion the extent of ,,assage o t nul, let.kocy es,

or foreign partieles into or ont of the viseus. Sin.ihtrly, A. ler and Melt.er

UnnnJof }-r,,.n,„.„n„ M.Urin.: i, 189.!, ,.. 482^ discus, very fully ntanymport-

ant point; iu , onneelion will, the at.orp.ion of fluid frotn the |,eritoneal cavity

l,ul their observations st..,, short of determining the exact reuMons of passag.' of

II, lid into the lymph-spaces of the peritoneal walls.


