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THK BBOITLATIOll OF THB HALimrT FIUHKHY OF TOT PAdFia

HV WiLUAM K. TllOMmON,

Tm Ommiim or tmrn tUmma.

U wm M«» vrMMit ta a prOTtow iwinw (B.r. riiibMry It(>port for 10in> that Intraw fhhliiRW tk» halRiirt taaka of th* mmM of tirittah rolnmhia and tbe I'nited 'Htatea ban rniulted In not
aaljr m>rioaB depletion, bnt baa niade It* inflneiice felt (hronitlinut the whole blulnnlcal appearance
tt tbe aiieeiea, and In doing mi baa rendered precarlnnii tbe future nf the liankn, imrttcularly tbe
oMar or lonser known. Tbe nuuilierii iitlll found on tbeni are mo Nniiill, and tbe percentage of
(MrtW* flab In tbia population hiiM fi'llcn mi low. tbnt it npiienrM luiinliient that tbe ballhnt will

drop to a minor poHttlon huiouk thn fmHl-flKbpH of the Tucim-. It may rwwle mirthwan], iix It

did from tbe ohnreii of MnHNiichuw'ttii iinil fr;>ni the ceiiiHt of KiiKlaiul, iiiilil It exlMtn only In tbe
more remote and dllHoult to reach of the liankx. It In very diffleult to nee wher<>lii more proof
than l8 lit band nuiy lie iidduoed to eiii|ilia.«lxe thix tendciiey. nave the fltiMl one of tbe rntaiitropbe

of eomuierclnl extinction ItMelf

Tbe rate of decreane Khown—over jier cent.—for i-ach ilecade in xiirprlHlnKly Inrxe. Yet
It iiinxt tie reniemliered that the coiiHtaiit Hhlftiim to new bankx Iwih Mtaveil off a {wrtlon of tbe
effei-tx of l<ii|ioverltthuieiit. Thin exteimlon 1h. in IIn way. a iiieaMure of depletion. Jiwt im a
mine may lie exhausted and ltn owiiem re<Iiice<l to working over the dlncarded low-grado ore. no

may the baliliut fleet he coni|ielled to rely on depletcMl liankH. The iirogresit from Cope I ..itterjr

to Hecate Strait, and from there to Yakutat and lieynnd, ban lieen at a couxtantly accelerated
rate aa the total catch haH grown from year to year. When the end will lie reache«I, perbapa In

tbe Soutbem Bering Sea. iH'rImpH on the 81li<>riaii coaat, !«, of course, diltlcult to forecnat. In
the meantime the exiieiiHeH of long voyagex are gradually growing, and the necemiity for reaoela

of large Mieaniing radiuw In Uvoming greater, mi that It Ih a iiuentlon whether tbe Hnal reaervco
of halihut Mhall he exjilolted liy vesseU from our ciiaMti. When expniiNlon In at an end. aa will

Inevltalily be, the veHHels niiiNt return to tlHhiiig on the older lianka, wblcb will then he depleted
beyond their preHent condition unieox meaxureii are taken to allow them to recuperate. They
cannot NU|i|Kirt the flnhery now exlKtent, It in very plain, or anything cumiia'rnlile with It.

There are many reaiioni< why this ilepletlon does not evince ItMf In the prontierlty of tbe
Oiiblng huxineHH in direct proportion. Tbe rlDlng pricea demanded of the conoumer and tbo
extenxlon to new liaiikM require no comment on their etfecta. More Important than tbeae, bow-
ever, la tbe fact that the time and effort required hy tbe boata to catch tbe flub la only a portion
of tbat neceaaary t(fcarry tbe tlnb from the ocean to tbe conanmer, and a aeenilngljr oTerwMmiaf
iBCTMae In tbe fcbing-tlroe of tbe hoatit la hut a moderate Incnwae In tbe total. Th* langth of
tbe voyage, aa baa lieen Khown, doen not Increaxe In tbe aame pn^ortiiw aa the actml flAiac^IaM,
and the length of the voyage U liut a part of tbe whole Jonmejr over oceu and laad. Ib other
worda, tbe increaaed ex|ieiu«e of (ri>talnlnK tbe flab la dMrlbated behnMii that of tfMMpafttac
md aellinf, and la felt correapondlBglr leaa.

It la evident, therefore, that an antomatic abatement of the flahw/ ta tfiaet iMapsctloB to
the rate of davtotioa ia Car from what la to be expected, and thaae who feat ceiMeM hi Oe brtkC
that It will not pajr eouaaettimay to deplete ^te baidm bejroRd the limit ot reewerattor am oa
uamtt snmada;

REMmiAL MEASUBEa.

Tbe reaxon for the exiKtence of haliliut-flHhIng on the older liankn when they are apparently
partly deiileteil la seen alKo in the great upaHonal variation In the yield obtained. It la evident
from olmoHt all of the data prenented that during the winter montbH the yield falls greatly, hut
rlgen to ItH nmxlmnni in summer, during June and .Tnly. It la during these lieat moiitha that It

la poRsUile to do profltahle fishing on these banks, and that fact keeps a certain number of veaaela

In tbe ImpoverUbed areas. Notwithstanding this. It Is common knowledge that even during tbe
best season it now pays to go to the Far North. It has olso been proved thot there Is an
alarming lack of mature flsh on the older hanks. It must he borne in mind. then, that ' e vital

need of tbe- southern banks, witb tbe exception of tboae off the coaat of Oregon, ta protection

tertac that pMtiott of the year arhen thejr ai» jrleMtet their hawmt ptoperUoa e( amaU and


