
THK TJv\I)T\<: TDK AS OF

^fodfrii .\L;r. tlif ]>ii^ii ion (if Ki inland has l)c( ii iny^tci imi*

and ( (>iii|tli( atcd. and as Kiitdand has Ix-cninc Mritaiii

this is trni' also (if ISriiain and the liritish Kin)'ir<' -

then' is nu donl)! that lliis mystery is tht' s('( i<l of uin'

sUcnjrth. l»Mt, as (he |)i(d>it\<i of a mystrry (inl\ h'ads to

ihr discoM i\- lit dcr|i(i' truths, we dn not h(si(;i|(' tn

atl('tn]>t tho task.

Witli the liicak upiif mcihaeval Christciiddni, Kntrland.

like suni(> dtlii'i' Kunipoan fduntrics, Ix'canic intensely

national in fe<dins.'. in ainhilions. in reli<;ion. At the

same time, and indeeil as a part, of the same ])roeess, tin*

Knjilish imauination turned to the New World, whieh

provided a houndless Held for the enriehment and ex-

pansion of national life and for th<^ ])roi)apilion of

national ideals. An empire of the New World was now

the dream of FiUtilishnien. Let us consider first, what

this dream of empire meant : secondly, how l*]n<.'lishmen

])repared themselves to win it. ; thirdly, how. in the race

for empire. Knjzland was favoured .ihove otlier nations.

(1) The emi)ire of the New Wtirld was. to begin with,

a religious ideal ; the ([Uest for it was a crusade. The

English supposed themselves to he th(^ chosen peo])le.

enjoying a monoiioly of divine truth. A strange belief,

it may seem. f<ir rough sea-faring folk such as were the

FJizabethan pioneers of the imperial idea. But we

have the very innfect e.xaniple of John Davis (who

discovered Davis" Straits, and died in KiO")) in those days,

and of Captain Cook in a much later age. to show how

religion may be and has been the mainspring of tlie eon-

(bict of great sailor;., even thougli their religion goes

along with characteristics that may seem irreeoncilal)]e

with a religious fjiith. But it was not only the seaman

who Ixdieved himself one of a chosen people. That

conviction w.as :;hared bv the merchant who went long


