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ROBERT POLLOEK,

Is one of thuse who, by the mere efforts of hes
nd, burst furth all at once, from aan ohscuse
‘einal ito the highest eminence. His name
anot known, as an author, till it was rendered
ustrious by the publication of tus poem. Tlusy
tk on which his well earned reputation ainiost;
clusively rests, furmishes Lhe best elements,
an instructive and useful biography. The
tory of the infancy, growth, and maturnity of|
genws, is to be gathered from his poem.
.d whoever will present the world with a skil
. developement of hus intellectual carcer down
m this source, will probably givethe most in-
.asling account of his hfe. Tlus however,,
uld be too labarious a task for us to undertake
present. And all that we shall ettempt 13 to
v¢ a passing rccord of the few particulars of
life that are known to us,

The poet was born at North Muirhouse, n|
- parish of Eaglesham, about eleven miles:

\
'

-th cast from Giasgow, in October 1798. ey
sthe youngest sun of an intelhigent farmer,
o still resides in the same place By the care
.1is parents, he received such an education as
..comman in that part of Scotland among per-|

18 of their stationin life. After this, he was)

iployed to give what assistance he could in the

ours of his father’s ferm, ull tis fourteenthy
ar, when ho was sent to the village of Eagle-

-m tolearn the business of a cartwnght. Itis,

<hly probatle that the exertions necessary to;

s emplayment, accorded but 3!l with the views;

a youth of his imagination, although itis naty

own that he estimsted his talents at a higher,

o than became his humble hopes. But 1t 1s;

derstood that he was induced by the advice and,

ample of an elder brother, who was pursuing;

-studies with a view to the holy tainstry, to;

2udnn all thoughts of fullowing up his mechan-
al profession, and to prepare for the same
cred vocation,

His parcuts, with that fondaess for the minis-
-tial office, so congenial to the middle and low-
- orders of the Scottish people, warmly second-

hig views, and pot himio the way of realis-

larising from renovated health

'sister, that had he been aware of the extent of,

ing them by sending him to a schoel in tho|
parish of Feawick, to gmn a knowledge of the
Latin language. ‘This was done i the yecur
1818.

In 1816, he entered the university of Glasgow,
where, after attending the several classes dur-
mg five successive Sessions, he obtained the

from the pen of tho post, ate to be published un-
der the superintendency of his brother.  ‘Theso
with the ¢ Course of Time,” which has already
passed through several cditions, with three Sab-
bath School stories, wntten wiile ho was 8
student of divinity, are the whole of lus works.
‘T'hese stories are cutatled, ** Eelen of the Glen,”
dogroe of A Bl * Ralph Gewmmule,” and * The Persecutad
On leaviag the University he prosecuted tus{Faaunly.”” It 13 believed the pecumary diffi-
‘Thenlogical studies at the Divinity Hall for the jculties, or rather an honest desite not to press
same nember of Sessions, and was licensed to toe heavily on the fumily resources, drew from
preach the zospel in conaexion with the Uusted hun these juvemle productions.
Associate Synod gbout the beginning of May| Itis nutour mtcalion to enter ona cntical
1827 1D lirst sermon was preached in Edin | axammation of the meras of this Poern, which 18
burgh nearly at the same time that his Poem|pronsunced by all, to be a high achievement of
was published, in preparing which, for the press onigmal gemus  The idea of tne puem was con-
he had been much engeged during the two pre-{coived fourtoen years before its publication.
vious years. And its original title, ¢ The Day of Judgment’’
But tus career which commenced with somueh,was  judiciously altered to « The Cowrse of
lustre, was soon to terminate. It issaid that he|Time” u. the suggestwn of the Rev. John
was in the pulpit only three times afterwards ; Ritchie, D D. of Edinburgh. The tone and
A tendency to consumplion lurked in his cousti |3im are tiuly rchgious, and, wih ons or two
tution, ond being aggravated by the scdentary exceptions, the sentiment 13 strctly orthodox
habuts of 60 devoted a student, snon became pal ‘I'hie metrical arrangenient of tus verses 1s un-
pable ta alt, but its victim. In a letter to a friend fettered by thyme and extiemely una.uifival.
wnitten i Aprid 1827, he describes with the de His pictures qfchamclcr are cvidently drawn
copxive fm-lungq s0 common to those who suffor,{rom observation, and by suine ofthem the orige-
from that disense, the buoyancy of his spints nal may be wnown frem the pamting. The
But these de-|whole experience of his life 1s converted 1nto
lusions were soon clouded His frame continued  materials for hus muse, and in lus sketches of in-
to wax feebler, and some eminent Practitioners, @n:mate nature, he often returns to the scene-
recommending a softer climato than Scotland, ity of his much loved home.
was determined that he should go to ltaly for the «*Mong hillsand streams
benefit of his health. He accordingly com-| And melancholy deseits, where tho sun
menced his journey attended by his sister.  But i{‘:, ;’3 he ?iwlcd, al ?h'l:l'hcfg 0';:.7 hc!m 1
after proceeding as for as Devonshiro place| o ;l':;&:;::: ‘!':ﬁ%i:'z lgllll‘i:s ;:zel;:.r. wear
Shirley common, near Southampton, his strength .
failed him  He now felt that the hand of death| Few have drawn more upan real Life than our
was uprn him. He then wrote to his brother author; or delighted more to clothe favounte
an account of his situation, and bserved to hus,'M3BeES W

ith lofty sttributes of brauty. Latera-
rv indastry, and solitary musing were not deem-
ed the mast importaat avocatns in lus father’s
house, acd intrusions on his meditatians at home
often induced him to go clsewhere to muse. On
these occasions he often rcticated to a neigh-
bouring farm, where a beaatiful clump of fie
trees releived the nakedness of a spot naturally
unimviting. ‘There se&!cd under the fairest of
these stately trees, he compnsed a considerable
part ofhis poem. At a lttle distance 1 front,
though entirely ont of sight, a crystal stream of
water gushed from a rustic spout it a pleasant
well, and thence pursued its coutse wmithout a
murmur through the low-lying meadows. The
simple music of thig little watesfal, mingled at
times with the voice of the wind, as it rose or
fe'l among the branchesol the fir trees, awab sp-
ed emotions in the poet, to which may be as-

his illness he would have remained under the
paternal roof.

Damestic affections had always been strong
within him;and the thoughts of his kndred and
his home pressed strongly on lus heart in the
solitude of a death bed, and in the midst of
strangers  He siruggled with his distemper;
only for a few days. On the 13th September
1827, he breathed his last, before he crossed the
borders of his own loved country. Although,
his brother travelled with the greatest expeditiung
he had not the melancholy satisfactivn of attend-;
ing his remains to the grave. Bcfore his arnval
Robert wes burried, and his sister was on her
way back to Scotland.  Thus early and suddenly
was he cut off from “ glory’s course™ which had

Just opencd so br.lhiantly before hime ¢ Manthar | ©% : .
15 born of a woman is of few days,and full of trou :cnbcd a portion ofthat enthusizsm which infused

ble He comrth forth like a flawer and 1s cty ¥1dness and animation into his habitval and
down; he flceth also as a shadow, and continucih ;‘h:‘ll‘lshf‘d n}elanc?oly. From this seclusion he
not.” . 1ed a full view of,

¢« Scotia’s northern hattlemont of hills,*

formed by the lofty * Ben Lemond™ and other
mountains stretching beyond Dumbarton.
Remoinder tn our next Number,

The path of glory leads bat to the grave.

_ 1t is said that four pusthomous volumes, con-
sisting of sermons, letters, essays, and pocms



