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most conspicuous, the railway and electric telegraph, those great
discoveries of this age which have so largely increased the wealth
and power of the mightiest nations of the West.

By diffusing education among your vassals and dependants,
establishing schools, promoting the construction of good roads, and
suppressing, with the whole weight of your authority and influence
barbarous usages and crimes, such as infanticide, suttee, thuggee,
and dacoitee, you may, Princes and Chiefs, effectually second these
endeavours of the British Government, and secure for yourselves
and your people a full share of the benefits which the measures to
which I have alluded are calculated to confer upon you. I have
observed with satisfaction the steps which many of you have
already taken in this direction, and more especially the enlightened
policy which has induced some of you to remove transit and other
duties which obstructed the free course of commerce through your
States.

‘¢ As representing the paramount power, it iz my duty to keep
the peace i% India. gFor this purpose Her Majesty the Queen has
placed at my disposal a large and gallant army, which, if the neces-
gity should arise, I shall not hesitate to employ for the repression of
disorder and the punishment of any who may be rash enough to
disturb the general tranquillity. But it is also my duty to extend
the hand of encouragement and friendship to all who labour for the
good of India, and to assure you that the chiefs who make their
own dependants contented and prosperous, establish thereby the
strongest claim on the favour and protection of the British Govern-
ment.

“I bid you now, Princes and Chiefs, farewell for a time, with
the expression of my earnest hope that, on your return to your
homes, health and happiness may attend you.”

From Agra he moved northwards through Delhi :—

¢ The place of greatest interest visited during the latter part of
the tour was unquestionably Delhi. The approach to it through
ten miles of a deselate-looking campagna, thickly strewn with
funereal monuments reared in honour of the sovereigns and mighty
men of former dynasties, reminded me of Rome. The city itself
bears traces of more recent calamities. The palace has been a good
deal maltreated, and the Jumna Musjid Great Mosque, a magni-
ficent building, has only just been restored to the worshippers.
Beyond the town, and over the place where the “;;ﬁ was pitched,
lay the heights which were occupied by the British troops, and
signalled by so many deeds of valour, during the eventful struggles
of 1857.

¢No durbar was held at Delhi, but at Umballa a large number
of influential Sikh chiefs were received, at the head of whom was
the young Maharaja of Puttialla, the son and heir of the Prince
whom Lord Canning placed in the Council of the Governor-
General . . . .

“The Sikhs are a warlike race, and the knowledge of this fact
gave a colour to the advice tendered to them. It was my wish to
recognise with all due honour their martial qualities, while seeking
to impart & more pacific direction to their energies. The capture
of half the capitals of Europe would not have been, in the eyes of
the Sikh, so great an event, or so signal a proof of British power,
as the capture of Pekin. They are proud of the thought that some
of their race took a part in it ; and more inclined than ever—which
is an important matter—to follow the British standard into foreign
lands, if they should be invited to do so.”

On these sentiments was founded the address which he delivered
on this occasion, and which is given here at length, as the last
public expression of his good-will to the Indian races :—

¢« Colone! Durand,—I beg that you will exlx::eas to the native
gentlemen who are assembled here my regret that I am unable to
address them in their own language, and inform them that I am

charged by Her Majesty the Queen to convey to them the assurance { D

of Her Majesty’s high appreciation of the loyalty and devotion to
Her Majesty’s person and Government which has been exhibited
on various occasions by the Sikh rulers and people. Not many
days ago it was my pleasing duty to determine that the medal
granted to Her Majesty’s troops who were eng: at Delhi in
1857, should be conferred on the followers of the Sikh chiefs who
took part in the noble achievements of that period, and I can per-
sonally bear testimony to the good services of the officers and men
of the Sikh Regiments who, in 1860, co-operated with the British
troops in placing the British flag on the walls of Pekin, the capital
of the vast empire of China. .

““But, in order to be truly great, it is necessary that nations
should excel in the arts of peace as well as in those of war.

““Look to the history of the British nation for an example.
Most assuredly the British people are powerfnl in war ; but tﬁeit
ight and renown are in a great measure due to their proficiency
In the works which make a time of peace fruitful and glorious.

‘“ By their skill in agriculture, they have converted their conntry

into a garden ; by their genius as traders they have attracted to it
a large share of the wealth of other lands.

““Let us take advantage of this season of tranquillity to confer
similar benefits on the Punjab.

““The waters which fall on your mountain heights and unite at.
their base to form mighty rivers, are a treasure which, duly distri-
buted, will fertilize your plains and largely augment their produc-
tive powers. With electric telegraphs to facilitate communication,
and railways and canals to render access to the sea-ports easy and
expeditious, we shall be able to convey the surplus produce of this
great country to others where it is required, and to receive from
them thair riches in return.

‘I rejoice to learn that some of the chiefs in this part of India
are taking an interest in these matters, which are of such vital
importance to the welfare of this country and the prosperity of the
people. It affords me, moreover, sincere gratification to find that,
under the able guidance of the Lieutenant-Governor, the Sikh
Sirdars in certain districts of the Punjab are giving proof of their
appreciation of the value of education by making provision for the
education of their sons and danghters.

““ Be assured that in so doing you are adopting a judicious policy.
The experience of all nations proves that where rulers are well in-
formed and sagacious, the people are contented and willingly sub-
missive to authority. Moreover, it is generally found that where
mothers are enlightened, sons are valiant and wise.

¢ I earnestly exhort you, therefore, to persevere in the course on
which you have entered, and I promise you while you continue in
it the sympathy and support of the British Government.”

He now reached Simla, the paradise of the Anglo-Indians. He
was thence to explore the tea plantations amongst the mountains,
and was looking eagerly forward to the great gathering of Indian
chiefs and princes Which was to close his progress at Lahore.

Although he had suffered often from the unhealthy and depress-
ing climate of Calcutta during the summer and autumn of 1862,
and thus, to the eyes that saw him again in 1863, he looked many
years older than when he left England, yet it was not till he entered
the hills that any symptom manifested itself of the fatal malady
that was lurking under his apparently stout frame and strong con-
stitution. 'The splendid scenery of those vast forests and snow-clad
mountains inspired him with the liveliest pleasure ; but the highly
rarefied atmosphere, which to most residentsi n India is as life from
the dead, seemed in him to have the exactly reverse effect.

It was_on the 12th of October, that he ascended the Rotung
Pass, and, on the 13th, crossed the famous Twig Bridge over the
river Chandra. It is remarkable for the rude texture of birch
branches of which it is composed, and which, at this late season,
was 80 rent and shattered by the wear and tear of the past year, as
to render the passage of it a matter of great exertion. Lord Elgin
was completely prostrated by the effort, and it may be said that
from the exhaustion consequent on this adventure he never rallied.
But he returned to his camp, and continued his march on horse-
back, until, on the 22nd, an alarming attack obliged him to be
carried, by slow stages, to Dhurmsala. There he was joined, on
the 4th of November, by his friend and medical adviser, Dr.
Macrae, who had been summoned from Calcutta, on the first alarm-
ing indications of his illness. By this time, the disorder had
declared itself in such a form as to cause the most serious apprehen-
sions to others, as well as to himself the most distressing sufferings.
There had been a momentary rally, during which the fact of his
illness had been communicated to England. But this passed away ;
and on the 6th of November, Dr. Macrae came to the conclusion that
the illness was mortal. This intelligence, which he communicated
at once to Lord Elgin, was received with a calmness and fortitude
which never deserted him through all the scenes which followed.
When once he had satisfied himself, by minute inquiries from
r. Macrae, of the true state of the case, after one deep, earnest,
heartfelt regret that he should thus suddenly be parted from those
nearest, and dearest, to whom his life was of such inestimable im.

rtance, and that he should be removed just as he had prepared

imself to benefit the feople committed to his charge, he steadily
set his face heavenward.

He wasstartled, he was awed ; he felt it ‘‘ hard, hard, to believe
that his life was condemned,” but there was no looking backward.
Of the officers of the staff he took an affectionate leave that day.
‘It is well,” he said to one of them *‘ that I should die in harness.”
And thenceforth he saw no one habitually, except Dr. Macrae, who
combined with his medical skill the tenderness and devotion at once
of a friend and a pastor ; his attached Secretary, Mr. Thurlow,
who had rendered him the most faithful services, not only through
the period of his Indian vice~roya1ti, but during his last mission to
Ching ; and her who had shared his every thought, and whose
courageous spirit now rose above the weakness of the fragile frame,
equal to the greatness of the calamity, and worthy of him to whom
by night and day, she constantly ministered,



