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vvliat tliey wanted. " What do they want? " returned

Johnson. "To burn you, by (Jod, eat you, and

smoke you in tlieir jjipcs, in revenge for three or four

of their cliiefs that were killed. Hut never fear;

you shall be safe with me, or else they shall kill us

both."* The Mohawks soon came back, and another

talk ensued, excited at first, and then more calm;

till at length the visitors, seemingly appeased, smiled,

gave Dieskau their hands in sign of friendship, and

quietly went out again. Johnson warned him that

he was not yet safe ; and when the prisoner, fearing

that his presence miglit incommode his host, asked

to Ije removed to another tent, a captain and fifty

men were ordered to guard him. In the morning

an Indian, alone and apparently unarmed, loitered

about the entrance, and the stupid sentinel let him

pass in. He immediately drew a sword from under

a sort of cloak which he wore, and tried to stab

Dieskau, but was prevented by the colonel to whom
the tent belonged, who seized upon him, took away

his sword, and pushed him out. As soon as his

wounds would permit, Dieskau was carried on a

litter, strongly escorted, to Fort Lynian, whence he

was sent to Albany, and afterwards to New York.

He is profuse in expressions of gratitude for the

kindness shown him by the colonial officers, and

especially by Johnson. Of the provincial soldiers he

^ See the story as told by Dieskau to the celebrated Diderot, at

Paris, in 1760. M€moires de Diderot, i. 402 (1830). Compare N. Y.

Col. Docs., X. 343.
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