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CHAPTER II.

Alien Bill and Cleriry Reserves.

the last \vf

am, and ci

f I'

Hut tbo most cruel cut of all. was the detesiahle Altcn

BUI Alter twice fifrlitmii; lor Criiisli suprcniacv, tiiey lii-

tlethoucrlit Uicy should survive to f)e called aliens ! Bui

fhey were coolly told, that when the iiidcpendeiice of th'.

Uuited States was rccoirnized, all, without distiiiCtioi].

domiciled m that country, becarue citizens of it. and alien^^

to Great i3rit;iin. The treaty of peace made no provision

m their hohalf; and the very nation for vv'liich they had

rou:{ht, and Vvdiosc cause they had espoused, at tlie hazard ol

life and lortun;- (or eiglit miserable years, made them aliens

with the same dash of the pen, Vvdnch made the revolution

ists free. Their hearts were wrun^' witii ;ui agony of feel-

m^'. But it was the just retribution of 'leaven, to punish

them, for aidin:^ the cruel oppressor in cnslavins; the oppress-

ed. Heaven smiled on tiie righteous efforts of the oppress-

ed sons of h'eedom, and said, " be FRin<:!'' be hap|)y and

multiply; but to the oppressors, the enemies oi" liberty, and

the rights of man, ^- Be thou in thy turn op[")ressed and
,

humbled, and learn the difference between slavery and
|

freedom,."
[

The U. i^.'.s had lono; cfloried in the name of British sub-

jects
;
and wcr^' often betrayed into insulting expressions

against the rep(ii)licans as aUcns. But if it Vv'as on their

part a delusion, it was not without excuse. The govern-

,

ment professed to reixard them as of an "endeared relatioji:"'

the first governor, by proclamation, invited them as suf-

iccts; and m tb.e 3ist. Geo. IH, a British act was passed int

its tone, provisions and objects, beu-uilinix them into the!

same credulity. Upon the faith of these allurements, thev,

as well as odier American born similarly situated, set-

tlea ni Canada; and performed all the duties and oxer-:

ciscd all the rights of subjects, both in peace and in war.—
They fought against the Americans as British subjects in
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