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CHAPTER XXXVITI.

COXCI.l'SIOX,

Axn the week later she was the mistress of a seeond
(irassmere, wiii<'h was situated midway b»fween Kose
(.'ottage and Hoston, and was, as far as moderate wealtli
and rare tastes eould make it, a model of eli'ganee. .Mr.
Arendell's sole care was to piaee his dauiihter in a homo
worthy of her, thoU!,'h he eontended that sueli a one
eould ni'ver be jjjained, and lau^'hinirjy feared that how-
ever eharmin-i mi<,'lit be the nest he should make for her,
she would tlif to another.

To this Aldeane made no rejdy. How could she, when
she remembered with what unacknowledged hopi-s she had
hastened North '< when she remembered one welc^ome she
had expected and received not—still received not, though
long weeks had j.assed by and she had grown lieartsick
with ''lioi)e deferred?" She could not, strive as she
would, forget tluit Frederic Morgan was frees to seek her,
that he had once told Ju'r that he loved lier. And now%
now he came not, nor sent one word of welcome or con-
gratulation. His mother, indeed, had come, but her visit
had only deepened Aldeane's disappointment—a disap-
pointnu'nt which she blushed to own, yet over which she
shed many bitter tears.

The season was very gay, and introduced by Mrs. Ash-
ton, she went everywhere, and more, perhaf s, from the
romantic story attached to her than from her beauty, she
became an acknowledged belle, and the life '.uid pride of
her circle. She everywhere heard of Doctor .Morgan, for


