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his mind to return to New York. He was still a rebel, as

well as his wife, who supplied prisoners with food from her

own table, visited them in prison when they were ill, lul

furnished them with clothes, blankets, and the like. "I'd

rather you'd send them a rope, Mrs. Irving," said the brutal

Cunningham, who, nevertheless, allowed her charities to

pass through his hands.

Washington Irving, the youngest of eleven children, and
the eighth son of William and Sarah Irving, was born to-

ward the close of these troublous times in New York, on

April 3, 1783. The house in which he was bom, a plain,

two-story dwelling in William Street (131), between Fulton

and John, has long since disappeared, as well as the house

on the opposite side of the same street (128), to which the

family moved within a year after his birth. If the boy
differed in any respect from the average boy, the particulars

have not reached us. The earKest recorded anecdote in

which he figures connects him with the illustrious name of

Washington, who entered the city with his army not many
months after his birth. The enthusiasm which greeted the

great man was showed by a young Scotch maid-servant of

the family, who followed him one morning into a shop, and
showing him the lad, said: *' Please, your honor, here's a

bairn was named after you." He placed his hand on the

head of his little namesake and blessed him.

Master Irving was not a prodigy ; for at the first school,

kept by a woman, to which he was sent in his fourth year,

and where he remained upward of two years, he learned lit-

tle beyond his alphabet ; and at the second, where boys and
girls were taught, and where he remained until he was four-

teen, be was more noted for his truth-telling than for his

scholarship. He distinguished himself while at school by
playing the part of Juba in Addison's Cato, at a public ex-

hibition, and by amusing the audience by struggUng at the

same time with a mass of honey-cake which he was munch-
ing behind the scenes, when he was suddenly summoned
upon the stage. The first book he is known to have read with


