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For returning .

Capt. Williams,
------ McCobb,
------ Scott,
Adjutant Hide, 
Lieut. Peters.

this council. The number and opinions of those present were as 
follows :

For proceeding.
Lieut. Col. Greene,
Major Bigelow,
Capt. Topham,
------ Thayer,
------ Ward,
Lieut. Col. Enos.

According to Col. Arnold’s recommendation the invalids were 
allowed to return, ns also the timorous. One batteau only for 
each company to proceed, in order to carry the military stores, 
medicines, &c. Expresses returned, but no word from Col. Ar­
nold, as he was now in the advanced part of Morgan’s division, 
equipped in the best manner to go in to the inhabitants as soon 
as possible. He carried no other stores except a small quantity 
of specie, attended with a good pilot in a British canoe, hands 
sufficient to carry every thing over the various carrying places, 
and proceeded by water with.great expedition. But to return : the 
officers who were for going forward, requested a division of the 
provisions, and that it was necessary they should have the far 
greater quantity in proportion to the number of men, as the sup­
posed distance that they had to go ere they arrived into the in­
habitants was greater than what they had come, after leaving the 
Cenebec inhabitants. To this the returning party (being pre­
determined) would not consent, alledging that they would either 
go back with what provisions they had, or if they must go forward 
they’d not impart any. Col. Enos though [he] voted for piiqceeding, 
yet had undoubtedly preengaged to the contrary, as every action 
demonstrated. To compel them to a just division, we were riot 
in a situation, as being the weakest party. Expostulations and 
entreaties had hitherto been fruitless. Col. Erios, who more im­
mediately commanded the division of returners, was called upon 
to give positive orders for a small quantity, if no more. He re­
plied that his men were out of his power, and that they had de­
termined |o keep their possessed quantity whether they went 
back or forward. They finally concluded to spare [us] 2] barrels of 
flour, if determined to pursue our destination ; adding that we 
never should be able to bring fin] any inhabitants. Thus circum­
stanced, we were left the alternative of accepting their small 
pittance, and proceed or return. The formef was adopted, with a 
determined resolution to go through or die. Received it, put it 
on board of our boats, quit the few tents we were in possession 
of, with all other camp equipage, took each man to his duds'on 
his back, bid them adieu, and awmy—passed the river, passed over 
falls and encamped.

Thursday 26tn.—We were now within 154 computed miles of


