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Mounted Police Act will provide for improved attention to
grievances by private citizens.

So that individual Canadians and their communities
can be better prepared for unanticipated events, the feder-
al Government will work in co-operation with the prov-
inces to give increased attention to emergency planning,
during the coming year.

Securing Individual Rights

The Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the Privacy and
Access to Information legislation and other measures
taken by the Government reaffirm our belief in the prima-
cy of the individual. A bill will be introduced to revise all
federal laws so that they conform to the Charter.

The rapid pace of social change in Canadian society has
been reflected in a much higher divorce rate. You will be
asked to consider a new Divorce Act to make this painful
legal process more equitable and less complex. Work will
continue with provincial governments to strengthen proce-
dures for enforcement of maintenance and custody orders.

More funding will be provided for women's voluntary
organizations and for research on women's issues. The
recommendations of the Federal-Provincial Task Force on
Family Violence will be pursued by continuing to allocate
social housing units to provide shelters for the victims of
such violence. The subject of day care has been placed on
the agenda of a federal-provincial meeting of ministers
responsible for the status of women, to be held early in the
new year. A progress report on the decade since the
United Nations' International Women's Year will be
prepared.

Pilot projects will be undertaken to improve access to
public transportation for the physically disabled. A na-
tional plan of action will continue the work of removing
other obstacles to full participation of the disabled in our
society, and Parliament will be given the opportunity to
review progress in attaining this goal.

Action will soon be taken to respond to the report of the
Parliamentary Committee on Indian Self-Government.
The Government will introduce a bill to remove the
long-standing grievance of discrimination against Indian
women under the Indian Act. Funding will be provided
for continued job creation programs on Indian reserves.

In March 1984, at the second Constitutional Confer-
ence on Aboriginal Rights, the Government will address
equality rights, aboriginal title, treaties, aboriginal and
treaty rights, land and resources, and aboriginal
self-government.

V. Pursuing our Canadian Identity

We Canadians know that our diversity-our lack of
pressure to conform to a single mold-is an integral part

of our identity. Canadian variety, tolerance and civility
are to be treasured and nurtured.

If Canadians are not to be strangers in their own land,
however, radio and television must both inform us and
enlarge our horizons. To this end, legislation will be
presented to implement the new National Broadcasting
Policy. This policy will assure greater Canadian content
on the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, extend
French language program services, improve international
marketing of Canadian cultural products, enhance region-
al and native access to broadcasting services, and provide
incentives for private production of programs.

In recognition of the proliferation of electronic tech-
nologies, new policies for film, video and sound recording
will be introduced to strengthen the private production
industry. Revised telecommunications legislation will also
be advanced. Proposals will be made to change the copy-
right laws to provide greater protection for the work of
artists, authors, and entertainers.

The definition of a registered charity under the Income
Tax Act and related matters will be referred to a joint
parliamentary task force.

Immigrants have always brought new ideas, energy,
and talent to Canadian society. A new act will be intro-
duced to give statutory recognition to the Government's
policy of multiculturalism. To recognize the valuable
contributions of immigrants over 65 years of age, most of
the formal requirements for Canadian citizenship, aside
from residency, will be relaxed for those over that age.
The Government will continue to promote a wider knowl-
edge of our two official languages, and to support the
voluntary sector in over a thousand projects of heritage
language instruction, offered to 125,000 students. The
Government will give early attention to the report of the
Parliamentary Task Force on Visible Minorities and will
act to strengthen laws against hate literature.

The Government will continue to promote balanced
development of the Yukon and Northwest Territories, to
settle aboriginal claims, and to foster the evolution of
responsible government in the North. Funds will be pro-
vided through the Northern Oil and Gas Action Plan to
ensure that northerners are involved in preparing for oil
and gas development. In view of the need to sustain more
permanent communities in the North, an early announce-
ment will be made regarding the taxation of northern
benefits.

The Government invites all Members to support its
program for growth, opportunity, security, partnership
and peace. The months ahead will be decisive ones for
Canada. Special efforts will be made to consult with other
parties on the timing of legislative measures. Constructive
amendments proposed by the Opposition will be given full
consideration.

Immediate action is proposed on recommendations by
the all-party committee regarding parliamentary reforms.
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