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were made in those respects our affections
for the Empire and for the Throne were
deepened. I am satisfled that such will be the
resulit of this Conference, whate.ver fears some
people may possess as to its endangering the
Empire itself.

Soirne of you may have read the banquet
speech delivered by Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald,
one o;f the representatives of the Irish Free
State, during ihe meeting of the Imperial
Conference in London. You aill irecahl the
part taken by Lord Birkenhead some years
ago in the strife in Ulster, and at that time
he was net recognized in any way as a friend
of Southern Ireland, but rather treated as one
of their outstanding Enemies. He presided at
this banquet in London, at which other dis-
tinguished British public men who had not
agreed with the viewpoint of Southern Ireland
were present, amtong them the Earl of Bailfour
and Sir Austen Chamberlain. I recollect that
in that speech Desmond Fitzgerald, who was
an enemy of Great Britain only a few years
before, (paid tribute to the treatment that had
been meted out to Southern Ireland by those
men who had opposed the agitation for Home
Rule. He there confssed that the concession
of responsible government to the Irish Free
State had brought about a deep regard for
the British Empire itselld. Since the con-
ference concluded we have had similar views
expressed by other leaders of the Irish Free
State, particularly by President-Cosgrave, and
also by General Herczog, the Prime Minister
of the Dominion of South Africa.

I doubt very much whether such views
would have been expressed prior to the meet-
ing of the Imperial Conierence, but their ex-
pression following the decisions of the Con-
ference is evidence that the action taken by
the Conferonce has brought about a higher
regard for the Empire itself, and a desire on
the part of two leaders, who in past times
were foes of Great Britain and the British
Empire, to remain within that Empire. That
being the case, we should not be alarmed in
egard to the proceedings of the Conference,

or its developments.
In that connection I might quote a sen-

tence that I read only yesterday in a speech
delivered by IGeneral Hertzog in Cape Town
upon his return from the Conference. He de-
clared that its results were not the work of
one section or another, but that they had
behind them the soul and spirit of the whole
British Empire. He said that we should look
upon those decisions not as the result of the
agitation of a few Dominions, but rather as
the outcome of the labours of representatives
from all the Dominions, particularly those of
the British Government.
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The Committee dealing with Inter-Empire
Relations had as presiding officer the Earl of
Balfour, and he made this statement the other
day in regard to the decisions which the Con-
ference had taken:

Equality does not mean separation. The Empire
is held together by broad loyalties and common
feelings of interest and devotion to the great
world ideals of peace and freedom more than
anything else. This was the bond of Empire
and if it was not enough, nothing else would be.
Any difticulty that might arise with regard to
the separate entity of each of the self-govern-
ing states of the Empire, wherein all were
equiial. would be overcomne in practice just as
diffieulties had been overcome at Geneva in
European affairs.

I an prepared to judge of the results of
that Conference from the views expressed by
statesmen of such long experience and great
prominence in our afairs as the Earl of Bal-
four.

Now, if I devote my remarks to one p.ar-
agraph of the Speech more than to another,
it will be to that relating to the evidences of
prosperity existing in Canada at present. I
approach the subject without any party
spirit or boastfulness, but with a desire to
place hefore this Chamber, composed of men
representative of business and other interests
in this country, from possibly a sectional
viewpoint, at any rate a Western Canada
viewpoint, evidences of prosperity applicable
to one very great section of our country.

We naturally look for such evidences to
our trade returns, and improvement ie the
business we are doing with other nations is
evidence that Canada is prosperous. We find
that within one year there has been an
improvement in our export trade of over
$233,000.000. I think that in experts alone,
in proportion to population, Canada to-day
stands second only to New Zealand in the
entire world, and in ifs total trade, in pro-
portion to population, Canada stands sixth
among the nations. It is a notable fact that
the increase in our exports since 1913 has
been in the neighbourhood of 100 per cent.
That is a marked development over the pre-
war years, and is proof that Canada is in an
era of expanding prosperity.

If thi% Charmber desired other evidence of
our prosperity, one of the most notable
achievements has been in connection wiýth the
Canadian National Railways. Only a few
years ago we were in despair about that
project; we were -continually hearing of de-
ficits; but now we have reports of surpluses.
Four years ago there was reported a surplus
of 83000000. but this year we are led to
believe that the surplus wiMl be $45,000,000.
That condition could be brought about by


