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British Columbia bas certainiy grown veryj
rapily, and the Nortb-west bas developedi
in a way that ls at ieast reasonably satlsfac-
tory. I find that ln the returns for the five
years from 1874 to 1879, there was an aver-
age of about thlrty-six hundred entries per
year for homesteads taken in Manitoba. For
the ten years from 1880 to 1889, there was
an average of about 23,000, and from 1890 to
1899, about 26,500, sbowing a fairly rapld
Increase ln the growth of settiement ln that
province. In the last year I believe the
Immigration Into Manitoba and the North-
west Territorles alone reached about 45,000
people. A very large number of these, one-
third at ieast, came from the United States.
It must be very gratlfying to membera
of this House to know that so large a
number of immnigrants are comiug to Can-
ada, many of them returning to Canada
wbo bave been in the United States for a
greater or less number of years. Rapid ad-
vancemeut; bas aiso been made ln northern
Ontario, as weil as ln the eastern provinces,
ln mining and agriculture. Reference is
also made to tbe St. Lawrence river !im-
provements. This brings prominentiy before
us the question of transportation. To my
mind there Is no question of greater Im-
Portance to tbe people of Canada than this.
Much bas been sald in the iast f ew years
ln this direction, and last autumn we were
enabled to use, for the first time, a canal
system affording a deptb of water of 14
feet througb the vatrious canais of the St.
Lawrence for the accommodation of larger
vessels for transportation purposes. It la
unfortunate that ln past years s0 laifge
a percentage of the exporth 0f Canada have
found their way across the ocean, not fromn
Oanadian ports, but from United States
ports. As an illustration of this, J1 might
point to the exports of a manufacturing in-
stitution of whlch I know something, and I
Eind, lu lookîng up the figures, that only
about 15 per cent of the exports, amounting
to several tbousand cars, have goine out by
Canadian ports. Golng out by United States
ports, the Canadian railways lose the ad-
vantage of the long baul to the seaboard,
and our seaports lose the advantage of the
export, and Canada the advautage of the
credit of tîjat export, while the United
States gains thereby, because It adds to
their export trade returus. I hope that

the deepenlng of the canal system wili
prevent largely, If flot entirely, the ex-
ports of our produets at ieast by
United States routes. Wltb the enor-
mous lnland lake system, reachlng tweive
to fifteen hundred miles up Into the
heart of the country, and this wlth
comparatlvely littie obstruction lu that
long distance, lt seems to me it ought: to be
possible for us to bave a canal system ade-
quate, flot oniy for the carrying of the pro-
duets of Canada, but for the carrying of
the large amounts of products trlbutary to
these waters from the other side, and that the
exports passlng down through the lake sys-
tem should be reversed and go out over and
through the St. Lawrence route largely, ln-
stead of via United States ports. I notice that
the exports of grain and wheat alone f roim
Manitoba and the ýNortb-west for the four
years beginning with 1886 and endîng with
1889, averaged 5,750,000 bushels per annumn.
From 1890 to 1894 Inclusive, the average
was 13,300,000 bushels per annum, and from
1895 to 1899, the last five years, except
1900, whlch I bave not got, the average was
24,750,000 bushels, about four times the
average per annum in the prevlous five
years. If we can expect no more rapid
Increase ln the future than we have bad ln
the past, we must expect that at least one
bundred million bushels per- annurn of
wheat from Manitoba and the North-west
alone wiil be exported within five years,
and It Is hoped that our own route
wlll be so lmproved as to enable ail
of that to go tbrough Canadian channels,
lnstead of througb a foreign country. I do
flot know wbetber the depth of canal is
sufficient for that or not, but it does seeni
to me that this question may again have to
be considered with a view of having suffi-
dient depth and iengtb to our canais and
locks to permit ocean vessels to corne up
Into the lakes and load their grain, their
iron and their steel, at Toronto, Ham-
Ilton, Detroit, and ail the ports to Fort
William, because the products of the various
tron and steel companies that are growlng up
ln the country wlll, in addition to the
natural products, ln the very near future
form a very large export trade ln them-
selves. The trou and steel trade with Great
Britain bias falien off ln the iast f ew years
trernendously. Ought not Canada to supply


