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Resignation of H. A. Bruce

Af ter- Recess

The bouse resurned at eight o'clock.

VACANCY

RESIGNATION 0F MEMBER FORE THE ELECTORAL

DISTRICT OF PARKDALE

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 bave the bonour ta
inforrn the bouse that I bave received the
f ollôwing letter:

150 Balmoral Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario,

March 30, 1946.
To the Speaker of the House of 'Cornmons,
Ottawa, Canada.
Honour-ableSir:

1, HerheiTt Alexander Bruce, member of t'he
Huse of Gommons for Parkdale, declare eny -in-
tention to resign rny seat as such member, and
hereby resign my said seat.

Dated at Toronto this 3Oth day of March,
1946.

Herbert A. Bruce.
Witness:

Olive E. Donnelly
Betty L. Stewart

1 shaîl issue my warrant to-morrow for a
new wrît for an election in the electoral district
of Parkdale.

Mr. JOHN BRACKEN (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, the bon. member
for Parkdale, wbose letter you bave just read-,
wrote me also and asked if I would lie good
enough to read bis letter to bis associates in
tbe House of Gommons. With your permission
and with the indulgence of the bouse I trust
I rnay be perrnitted to do so now. It is as
follows:
John Brpcken,,Esq., M.P.,
Leader of the Opposition,
House of Commone, Ottawa.
Dear Mr. Bracken,

It will not lie a surprise to you that by con-
current mail I arn tendering rny resignation to
the Speaker,A.for you knew of my determination
flot to lie a candidate in the 'lest election until
I yielded to your urgent request and tiat of my
executive comnmittee. Having accornplished wbat
wau requestedl of me 'under the apecial circumn-
stances existing at that time, I think it is now
clear for -the very sarne reason that I should not
continue 'longer te sit ini. the bouse of Gommons.

Masy I recaîl tisat I only consented to lie -a
candidate in 1940 when it was irapressed. upon
me that this .provided 'an opportunity to render
actual war service hecause of the absence of so
many of or youn-er men .ntea'e ocs
The war was stell eontinuing at the tie
of the general election last year and the same
arguments were presented. , Now, however, the
situation bas changed beceauise the war has Dot
on-ly ended 'but we are nearing the completion of
demobulization and the reason which. impelled
me to, contest the last two elections end to
occupy mn seat in the bouse of Gommons no
longer rernains. I arn therefore happy te step
aside and give place to some younger man,
preferahly a veteran, whose experience during

the war wilýl give himspecial qualifications for
further service to his country in the difficuit
years of peace wbicb lie ahea'd.

May I assure you that I 'have found parlia-
mentary jife -and its diversified Iconcerns 'witb
matters of outsbanding importance to national
and international well-being, b.oth satiisfying
and oni occasions exciting. I arn grateful for the
w.idened horizons it has offered to me and for
the 'many new friendships it has 'brought on 'al
sides of the bouse.

With wsrmest regards to Zou and every mem-
ber of our party in. the -bouse, and all good wishes
for your future success.

-arn,
Yours faithfýully,

Herbert A. Bruce.

I do nlot know what the'usual procedure is
on an occasion like this, but perhaps the bouse
would permit me to say a brief word of com-
ment with respect te a matter which cornes very'
close to me personally. I have known Doctor
Bruce for tbree years, have worked with him
intimately for over a year, and have always
found hirn to be a loyal associate, a courageous
public servant, a man. who took his duties
seriously and ône who represented his con-
stituency as faithfully as he knew how. As
he resigns his place among us I wish to add
that lie wilI take away with birn the best
wishes, certainiy of ail bis associates in this
party and, 1 think I cari sayý on an occasion
like this, the best wishes of ail members ini
ail parties in the bouse. I arn happy to have
this opportunity of ' paying a word of tribute
to a man who was nlot young when he came
here, but who early in the war entered
parliament out of a sense of public duty when
large numbers of younger men were required
for service in the armed forces.

Hon. IAN A. MACKENZIE (Minister of
Veterans Affairs): Mr. Speaker, I should iike
to join with the leader of the opposition (Mr,.
Bracken) in wishing the Hon. Doctor Bruce,
wbo, I regret to learn, bas left this company
of statesmen, a very happy and prosperous
future. He had a distinguished career; he was
a nmost distinguished physician and surgeon.
H1e served with great dignity in representing
is Mai esty as lieutenant governor of the

province of Ontario. He paid rnost assiduous
attention to his duties in this bouse, and rnade
valuable contributions to Our discussions and
debates. Se from. the opposite, side of this
aisle I would loin with the leader of His
Majesty's Loyal Opposition in wishing happy
years to our friend Doctof Bruce.

Mr. ANGUS MacINNIS (Vancouver East).
Mr. Speaker, though on the sarne side of the
aisie but further away we also would like to
assooiate ourselves with the leader of the
bouse in regretting the resignation of Doctor
Bruce from the House of Commons. I knew


