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RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENTS SUGGESTED BY LABOUR REPRE-

SENTATIVES IN VIEW OF JOINT

OPERATING SERVICES

On the orders of the day:
Mr. P. F. CASGRAIN (Charlevoix-Sague-

nay): Mr. Speaker, on June 15, on the orders
of the day, I asked the Prime Minister if it
was the intention of the government to intro-
duce legislation at this session amending the
Railway Act in accordance with certain repre-
sentations and suggestions made by the rail-
way employees. I remember that at that
time the Prime Minister told me the Minister
of Railways and Canals was not in his seat,
but he migbt be able at a later date to give
information about the matter.

Right Hon. R. B. BENNETT (Prime
ffinister): I intimated to the hon. gentleman
tiat the government did not desire to open
the Railway Act, if it could be avoided.
There was a special committee; I have not
asked the minister what the substance of the
discussion was, but I fancy that not having
been mentioned it is not intended to open
the act.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

STATEMENT CONCERNING FURTIIER BUSINESS,
MORNING SITTINGS, AND PROBABLE TIME

OF PROROGATION

On the orders of the day:
Right H.on. W. L. MACKENZIE KING

(Leader of the Opposition): I should like to
ask the Prime Minister in the event of the
house not concluding its proceedings this
week, what the intention of the government
1s with respect to sitting on Monday. In
that connection I should like also to ask
whether it might not be considered advisable
at the present time to have morning sittings
for the remainder of the present week, and
ittings on Saturday, if necessary.

Right Hon. R. B. BENNETT (Prime Min-
ister): The right hon. gentleman has antici-
pated what I was about to say. I have been
making a survey of the business the house
still has to dispose of before prorogation.
There will be considerable time taken up,
probably, with the two bills considered by the
special committee. I cannot speak as to the
length of time they will take. Supplementary
estimates are still standing with respect to
one or two matters of some importance. If
the suggestion which I hope may be acted
upon is acted upon I anticipate there will be
little difficulty about a matter which several
hon. gentlemen opposite have brought to the
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attention of the house in connection with pen-
sions legislation. If the suggestion I have to
make is adopted it may require the changing
of half a dozen words in -one of the statutes,
but I apprehend nothing of any material pur-
port. Then, the only other matters are those
appearing on the order paper. There is a
third reading, there is further consideration
of the public works bill and there is a report
from the radio committee. From what the
chairman said to me yesterday I gather that
they are making certain suggestions as to how
the service might be improved, but recom-
mend that between now and another session
of parliament the matter may be studied by
engineers and others connected with the
Department of Marine, as well as with the
radio broadcasting commission, and that the
legislation which expired on the first of May
be renewed for another year. That probably
would not take very long.

Apart from that I know of nothing which
should engage the attention of the house at
lcngth, except it be a matter arising out
of a motion which I understand the right
hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Mackenzie
King) may desire to make indicating their
continued lack of confidence in the adminis-
tration. Outside of that I do not sec that
any length of time will be taken up in the
disposition of business. There is, of course,
the interim report from the price spreads com-
mittee which will have to be considered. I
understand that for the moment their sit-
tings are practically concluded, and possibly
to-morrow or Friday an interim report will be
made by the chairman. If, therefore, we sat
on Friday morning at eleven o'clock until
one o'clock in the afternoon, and on Saturday
morning from eleven o'clock until one o'clock,
and sat until the evening, we might possibly
be able to conclude our business. I cannot
speak as to that. I was about to say, how-
ever, that so far as the government is con-
cerned it will endeavour to expedite that
arrangement, and if the house thought it
desirable I would submit later a resolution
providing for meeting to-morrow morning.
But in that regard, owing to the committee
still sitting, I thought possibly it would not
be the desire of the house to do so. But if
the house so desires I certainly will submit
such a resolution this afternoon. That would
obviate the necessity for sitting on Monday.
However, I think in view of the circumstances
if we cannot finish on Saturday we must
endeavour to sit on Monday for part of the
day, in any event, to be certain that our
business would be concluded for the next day,
when we could have prorogation. But if it


