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The Address-Mr. Heaps

In my estimation these gentlemen are not
the people whom I arn going to taka as
authorities on the question of prosperity in
Canada. How are wa to, gauge prosparity
bare? Are we to gauge it by the fact that
the manager of a bank or the president of a
railroad enys that we ara prosparous? Whom
do they mean when thay use the tarin " we
are prosperous"? Thay mean the bond-
boldars and stockboldars of those particular
corporations. I ventura to assert that the
majority of bondholders and stockholders do
not aven liva in, Canada. In other woçrds, the
profits made by those corporations usuaaay go
outside the Dominion and do not halp the
people who ara, resiriants of this country.

I wish to gauge tha prosperity of the people
of Canada by the genaral contentmant and
wall-being of tba great massas of the people.
If I take that as a criterion, then I say wa are
far froin baing prosparous. Witbin the last
f aw montbs thare have heen two conferences
in western Canada to deal with the question
of unampîcymant. Do not let us f or a
moment think the problain of unamploymant
ie to be f ound only in thbe western part of
Canada; for on my way froin the west to
Ottawa I stopped off in. Toronto for a day,
only on Wadnasday last, and in tha daytime
I found a long lina of men right on Yonge
street waiting to gat a free meai. They ware
standing three abreast on the sideýwalk,' prac-
tically iblocking ail the trafflo. Whan you
flnd these long lines of men waiting at the
soup kitchans, and whan you flnd vast nuin-
bers of man and women out of work through-
out the country, no bon. membar bas any
right to say in this bouse that we are pros-
perous, because we are not.

The nama of Sir Charles Gordon bas been
men.tioned hera as an authority on tue ques-
tion of prosparity. I have in rny han-d a blue
book issued undar tha authority of parliamant,
dea.ling wit the investigation tihat waa hald
by the committea on Industrial and Inter-
national Relations in the year 1928, and I want
to quota from the evidenca ini connection with
tbe men and womnen employed by the Do-
minion Textile Corporation, cf which the same
Sir Chiarles Gordon happeane tic ha president.
Incidantally I migbt point out that this Com-
pany je one of -the most bigbly protacted
in-dustries in -the Dominion, racaiving I ha-
haeve a protection of from 30 te 35 par cent.
Dealing fl.rst with the ehoe factories in the
province of Quabec, Mr. Beaule, prasident of
the Catholic syndicates i the province of
Quebec, is examined:

Q. What is the average wage par day?-A. In
many faortories, whara the syndicates are rap-
resantad, men on pieca work make, on an

average, between $1,000 to $1,200 per, year. The
men that are flot organized, working on piece
work, averaga from $12 to $20 per week.

Niow I qucte fromn the evidenoe in regard
to the textile industry ini the province of
Quebea:

By Mr. Woodeworth:
Q. Can you give us any idea of the wages and

hours with regard to the girls in the cotton
factories?-A. They do flot work more than 48
hours per week.

By Mr. Heaps:
Q. What are tha wages?-A. I cannot say

precisely, but I do flot think that thase girls
get more than $8 per week the year round.

By Mr. Woodsworth:
Q. Eigbt dollars par waak?
Then the hon. rnembeïr for Hochelaga (Mr.

St-Père) who is flot now ini bis seat, made the
fol.lowing observation:

AccoTding to the statistics of the Labour de-
partment, the average wage for men working
in the cotiton mille is $666 per year. I got thaît
information myseif.

The hon. member for Hoaheïlaga, who site
behind the Prima Minister, inakes that stata-
ment, and yet ha wil-1 no doubt vota for the
speech f rom the throna, which says Vbat we
ara prospa-rous, whila as a matter of fact men
are werking in the province of Quebec for a
wage of about $12 a week and girls for about
$8 par waak, and tihe president of the cor-
poration paying .suýh wages is citad as an
authority on prosperity in the Dominion of
Canada.

The Prime Minister statad, thbet the re-
sponsibiiity for the cara of the unemiployed
rasts first with the municipalities, second, with
the provinces, and 'third, witih the faderai
govarnmant. I tbink -that ordar eught to be
reversed, and tibat the first responsibility ought
to ha on tha faderai govarnment, the sacond
on the pro-vinces, anid the rthird on the
municidyaiitias, for the vary simple and. ebvious
reason that no municipality creates any un-
em.ploytment problem. Unem.ployznant is
created by conditions ovar wbiob tihe munici-
pality has no control whataver; they are
meraly the victims of circumstancas. We
hava unemploymant to-day in a-Il parts of this
Dominion; it ie not a problem affecting
maraly one part of tha counitry. It -bas got
hayond the boundaries of any single munici-
pality; the condition is common tbrougbo>ut
the coun.try, and there must ba a a common
causa.

Why 'have we this vast ainount &f unem-
picymnent tJhroughout the Dominion? The
Prime Minister bas com¶pletely failad -te ex-
plain it, and un'fo'tuataely even the leader
of the opposition bas not told us wby wa have
it. One of the rasons wby we have un-
employment in this country je because tuere


