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is this important difference in the matter
of expense te the land owner that if in-
stead of allowing him to proceed by peti-
tion of right, the Crown takes the initiative
and lodges the information, exactly the
same result is obtained, but the Crown is
in the position of the actor or plaintiff, and
the burden of the preliminary expense is
taken off the shoulders of the land owner
and assumed by the Crown. For that rea-
son I have encouraged that course of pro-
cedure rather than by giving the land
owners fiats for petitions of right and in al-
most every instance-I know of no excep-
tion-that course bas met with the approval
of the land owners.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). If I might bs
pardoned, I would like to say that I do
not think these men should be subjected
to the delay and inconvenience of having
fine points of construction of statutes
decided by the Suprema Court or any other
court. Their lands have been taken, in
this case they seem to have been taken
three or four years ago, and a cheap and
inexpensive method of ascertaining the
amount of compensation to be given ought
to have been provided in the flrst instance.
If there is any doubt about their right to
pursue such a course, that doubt should
have been removed by statute long ago. I
do not think that these men should be
obliged to endure this long delay caused by
the proposed appeal to the Supreme Court.
They have been waiting three or four years
now, and I do not think they should be
saddled with one day's delay more than
is absolutely necessary.

RECIPROCAL TRADE WITH THE
UNITED STATES.

Mr. BLAIN. Are the government willing
to lay on the table from day to day the
very large number of protests sent in
with respect to the proposed reciprocity
agreement. These are documents which
should be in the possession of the House,
and we had the promise of the right hon.
the Prime Minister that they would be
laid on the table from day to day. I have
a copy of one with. a very large number
of signatures from operatives in the Ham-
ilton cotton mills, and another from the
pork packing industry, and I think there
is also one from business men in To-
ronto.

Mr. FIELDING. These protests are not
brought down from day to day, but at
several times we have brought down papers
called for. Every day something comes in,
and net all on the one side. We have not
only protests against the agreemant but
also the other side, but my hon. friend
evidently does not desire to have these.

Mr. BLAIN. I did not draw any parti-
cular distinction. I was assuming that
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the bulk of the protests were against the
proposition, but I would be very glad if
the Finance Minister would lay all the
documents on the table, as they would be all
equally valuable. We ought te have a defin-
ite answer in this matter, and I would like
to know whether or not the government pro-
pose to have these on the table from day to
day.

Mr. FIELDING. I have not heard the
proposition before, and, therefore, am not
at liberty to answer it definitely.

Mr. BLAIN. A few days ago a similar
request was made, and the right hon. the
Prime Minister promised that he would
bring these down from day to day.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I beg my hon.
friend's pardon.

Mr. BLAIýT. On February 14, follow-
ing a request from the hon. member for
Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk) with respect
to a delegation from the Vegetable and
Fruit Growers' Association I asked would
there be any obj'ection to have the views
of the pork packing indtrstYy delegation
which interviewed the government sub-
mitted to the House so that we might have
full knowledge of their statements, and
the Prime Minister replied 'no objection,
whatever.' Everything will be brought
down.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. That does not
mean from day to day. I have brought in
the proceedings of the pork packers delega-
tion, and am laying it on the table, and
intend following this by a report of the
delegation of the fruit and vegetable
growers. I shall do more, I shall have these
printed.

Mr. BLAIN. Any on the other sida

Sir WILFRID LAURIER moved :

That the report of proceedings between the
delegation of Fruit and Vegetable Growers
and the Prime Minister and members of the
government held in the House of Commons
on the 10th February inst., be printed for the
use of members, and that rule 74 he sus-
pended in relation thereto. Also that memo-
randa presented by the Meat Pakers of On-
tario and Quebec be printed.

Motion agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL.

ALASKAN BOUNDARY.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER delivered a
message from the Governor General, which
was read by Mr. Speaker, as follows :

The Governor General transmits te the
louse of Commons the Fourth Joint Report
of the Commissioners for the demarcation of
the meridian of the 141st degree of west longi-


