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they wll perbaps pay slightly unfairiy for
about 5 per cent of tbe animaie tbat wlll be
skiifui enough to pass over any guard; but
la it flot better that tbe raiiways sbouid
pay for that 5 per cent, even wrongly, than
flot pay for the 95 per cent rigbtly ? It la
simply a question of tbe greatest wrong he-
ing doue the greater number, or the greater
rigbt to the greater number. Because there
!s a trifliug percentage of cases in wbicb the
resuit might be bard ou the railways, that
is no reason why tbey sbouid escape ail
responsibiiity lu 95 per cent of the cases.

I do not tbink I ougbt to trouble tbe Hlonse
any longer on this question. I dare say otber
members desire to address you upou It. If t1Pý
Bill passes Its second reading, as I tbiuk It
ought to, we shall alI bave an opportunity
to discuse it lu committee, If tbe flouse goes
into commlttee upon it, as I trust it will
and if auY member there can propose an
smndment wbicb wlll provide a better re-
medy for tbe wrongs that exist or one more
aipplicable to, the rlgbts of the railways, be
illi bave my support in amending the Bill

to that extent, so long as the principle of the
1-easure remains, uamely, tbat the responsi-
Iiility ougbt to, be on the rallways to, protect
their own property, and to keep animals from
getting ou their property from the bigbway.

Tbe MINISTER 0F RAIL WAYS AND
CANALS (H1on. A. G. Blair). I may say at
once tbut I bave no opposition wbatever to
offer 1» the second reading of this Bill. I
shaîl propose, however, that the Bill, after
being read a second timne, shahl be referred
to the Committee ou Raiiways, Canals and
Telegrapb Lines. I shall do so, for this rea-
sou, tbat it ls qulte impracticable for us to,
discuse iu this flouse a question of sncb ap-
pareutiy contentions character witb tbe same
effect or advautuge as we can before that
committee. I bave no f ault to lind witb the
desire whicb tbe hou. gentleman bas ex-
pressed, that the utmost justice shahl be
doue iu conuection witb this serions trouble.
I realize the gravity of it. I kuow there ls
a very stroug public opinion, in some parts
of Canada at ahI eveuts, lu respect to, it. I
kuow that many people desire a remedy. I
am confideut that wbat tbey desire Is that
wbeu the remedy is applied, It shall be a just,
fair and equltable remedy, and I am prepared
to act to the utmost of my ablity witb any
gentleman who is interested in this ques-
tion, in order that a remedy shaîl be devlsed
wblch shail be au ample remedy, but whlch
slhah aiso be a just and equltabie remedy.
Wlien the Raihway Committee a year ugo
dealt witb this question, It wus perfectiy
clear thut there wus a very dlvided opinion
amoug the members of that- committee as
t) the form wblcb the remedy ongbt to take,
and seeing that the commlttee were far from
iikely to agree upou this, I suggested tbat
ditring the recess persons sbouid be chosen
-%Thio wouid examine Into the question of
c.attie-guards, bave tests made of ai the

cattie-guards ln use, and report ut the con-
clusion of their labours what the resnlt was ;
and If they were able to, report that one or
more cattie-guards couhd be found wblch
wonid answer the purpose and afford a suffi-
chant protection, the goverument would lu-
troduce legishation whereby the use of such
guard would be enforced. My hon. frlefld
fell ln eutlreiy wltb tbat suggestion. If I
am not mistaken as to wbat occnrred, tbe
lion. gentlemau moved or seconded a motion
ln this flouse for the purpose of baviug tbe
matter dlsposed of for Vie session lu Viat
way. After Vie session a commission conslst-
lng of two gentlemen was constituted. They
have made Investigations and held tests, and
they are prepariug a report, which I hope
will be available lu a very f ew days.
Whetber or not that report will be
of materiai assistance to us lu deter-
mining the character of tbe hegîsiation
wbicb .we shaîl adopt, I am uot now lu a
position to, say. But I am lu a position to
state bere now that wheu this question shahl
bave beeu deait witb by the Railwuy Comn-
mittee, If that committee comes to the con-
clusion that tbe principle ou whicb tbe iaw
ls now based should be cbanged and some
other principie adopted as more equitable,
thien it wlll be the simplest mutter lu the
world to incorporate sncb au ameudment Into
the Bill creating the Ralway Commissiou,
and maklug It part of the generai raiiway law
of tbe country. That ls the way lu whlch 1
tbink Vils matter'can be dealt wlth iu a
business Ilke manuer, and a manner that wli
produce the very best results.

Mr. JABEL ROBINSON (West Elgin). Dld
1 understaud tbe bon. Minister of Rallways
and Canais to say that the commission bas
iiot yet reported ?

The MINISTER 0F RAIL WAYS AND
CANALS. Not yet..

Mr' ROBINSON (West Elgin). ls it pos-
sible that tbey will report before this session
ls over ?

Tbe MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. Undonbtedly.

Mr. ROBINSON (West Elgin). This la a
very Important matter, and we want to deal
wltb It this session.

Tbe MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. We will engage tbat It saal be
deuit wîth thîs session, wheu Vie Railway
Bill Is going through.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Hialifax). How long
is it since thut commission was uppointed ?

The MINISTER 0F RAIL WAYS AND
CANALS. I tblnk tbe commission wus ap-
pointed ln Angust. They bave been visiting
different parts of tbe country, and tbe delay
wblch bas occurred bas arisen largely f rom.
the desire of the experts to, bave every cattIe-
guard submitted to, a test. Tbere are some(
people wbo, tblnk tbat they bave very effi-


