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tor in these things, and we will probably
get to some conclusion that can be practl-
cally worked out. He goes on:

If it were the wish of the other colonies to joln
in such inquiry, Her Majesty’s Government
would be delighted to make arrangements for
the purpese, and to aceept any suggesticns as to
the form of the reference, and the character and
constitution of the Commission, and; would very
gladly take part in it.

That is the latest from the right hon. Sec-
retary of the Colonies : that is his state-
ment when the assembled Premiers of the
colonies were before him in that confer-
ence ; that was the statement he made
after the ruthless tongue of the right hon.
gentleman, at the first available opportun-
ity, in Liverpool, declaied that Canada
would have nothing to do with preferential
trade, that she wanted Great Britain to
pursue the path of old Cobdenism, and not
to be led away by any impractical sugges-
tions that might arise from a century and
a time far different frem those in which
Cobden lived.

Sir, I say this, that the Toronto “ Globe,”
in my opinior, never piaced that semi-offi-
cial announcement there without some au-
thority —and it could only come by leakage
—if it came straight and embodied the truth
nf the conference of Premiers in England.
. 88y, that the Premier on Friday last laid
down an absolute condition which he ccvld
only havce Iaid down on the ground that
that had been stated to him in England and
by the authority of the British Govern-
ment, and if he was not prepared to lay the
papers of that conference on the Table of
the House, I submit he had no right to
draw a conclusion from the papers on the
assumption that such a proposition was
made, especially when aill the probabilities
of the case go most strongly against the
assertion that Mr. Chamberlain ever made
guch a proposition. It would not have
been business-like, and Mr. Chamberiain’s
conduct ir regard to c¢his question from the
first has been eminently broad-minded and
business-like. The hon. gentieman said :

i did not go about advccating the cause of pre-
ferential trade.

We have seen he did net. No, he went
sbout demnouncing it, he went abont declar-
ing that Canada would have none of it.
That is the way he fulfilled bhis London,
To~olito und Montreal pledges, and that is
the way he misvepresented the septiment
of Carada in its business point of view.
Like Cato, he cried fromm morning till night,
¢ Delenda est Caithago,” and went about
Great Britain chaunting the chant of death
instead of the note of life, 2 new-born life
which was Jjust appearing above the hori-
zon, and which promised such great strength,
development and permanence for the British
Empire throughout the world.

If preferentisl trade—
Mr. FOSTER.

he says,
——is not a vain and idle dream.

Mind you, the right hen. gentleman almost
asserts it is & vain and idle dream—he
gives it conditionally—if it is not, he says,
the first step was takem when I was in
England, namely, on August 1st. Whilst
those treaties existed no 1dea of preferen-
tial trade could be entertained, said the
right hon. gentleman. He has confounded
results with causes which bring about re-
sults. He has not distinguished between
an idea and the realizatiion of the idea.
He thinks that the reglization, so far as the
denunciation of the treaties is concerned,
having taken place when he was in Eng-
land, that was the first step, when in real-
ity, if not the last, it was very nearly the
last step. The idea produces the realiza-
tien in every great reform and change that
takes place in the worid. The idea is to be
sown, nurtured, cultivated and spread until
it gathers force beneath its covering so as
to break down intervening barriers and
come to its full realization. Yet the hon.
gentleman, filled with his own importance,
declared that not a step was taken towards
this realization till he was in England. The
despatches which have passed between this
and other colonial governments from 1880
unti] the present time. the conference of
1894, when representatives of all the Brit-
ish colonies met in this city and passed a
resolution in favour of preferential trade.
count for nothing, the influence is nil. The
resolution of this House of Commons pray-
ing for this same arrangement by petition
and a resoluticn affirming the willingness
of this House to grant preferential treat-
ment to Great Britain, count for nothing
as moulders of opinion and as contributing
to a final result, The work of Englishmen,
hundreds of thousands of them, good men
and true, who for the last ten years have
been working for free trade as against the
bare tenets and bald results of free trade,
those men and their labours count for no-
thing : the first step was taken when the
right hon. gentleman was in England. For
years we laboured in vain, ali barren of
results. The Gordian knot was there and
not untied wuntil Alexander of Macedon
came and ripped it up with his little sword.
I congratulate Alexander of Macedon ! But
I will take the liberty of saying to the
right hon. gentleman that the Gordian knot
or a sphinx-like puzzle is scarcely to be
compared in its solution, which must be
instantaneous, if at all, to a great forward
movement amongst a great Saxon people,
which has for years made for breaking
down long-established bsarriers and the
opening up of a new commercial era which
will add to the Ilife-blood, strength and
prosperity of the British Empire,

A better way, I think, I could have coun-
selled, and it would have been this: That
the right hon. gentleman shouid have decigd-
ed first plainly and clearly what to do, to



