Supply—

tion, that it was easier to get a large
majority agaiast the leader of the Con-
servative party himself, than it was to
obtain il against one of his followers
on the baek benches. Now, they canie
to the resolution and amendment just
aubmitted. He (Mr. Dymond) had
waced the history of hon. gentle-
men opposite in the capacity of
Protectionists for eighteen years;
he had shown that, up to that
time, hon. gentlemen opposite had
never done anything which. should
ertitte them to confidence, as
the authors of what they were
pleased to call a National Poliey. The
House had seen that, at the period
when, if ever, such a policy should
have been carried out, they refused to
adopt it, and when they had such a
policy, in a mild and temporary form,
they strangled it and expunged it from
the Statute-book. Theright hon. mem-
ber for Kingston bad stated last night
that the policy of his party had been
announced in no uncertain manner.
With the permission of the House, he
(Mr. Dymond) would look into the
amendment, which would have to be
interpreted by the utterances, here
and elsewhere, of the right hon. gen-
teman and his friends. The first
boint stated in the amendment was
that, “The welfare of Canada requires
the adoption of a National Policy
which, by a judicious readjustment of
the. tariff, will benefit and foster the
agricultural, mining, manufacturing,
and other interests of the Dominion.”
8 !)ehev'ed there had never been a

Wit which was not designed by
ﬁfr }authgr' to benefit the agricul-
otha’ mining, manufacturing and
ne;‘ Interests of the Dominion.
Werelammg a tariff, those interests
o always _congidered, and noth-
thgt“’%}s contained in the amendment
ey mdlcated_tbat the right hon.
Vieg erdfor ngston, if it were car-
woul, danb he again obtained power,
More the compelled to do anything
ter hag den the present Finance Minis-
o past %1:"2 in readjusting the tariff
furthep State?is-lons. The amendment

&«

thouls‘:;;:uc}? a policy will retain in Canada
obligeg 1 e; our fellow-countrymen now
the “emyp) batriate themeelves in search of
Ployment denied them at home, will

[Marcr 8, 1878.]

The Budget. 875
restore prosper:f to our struggling indus-
tries now so sadly depressed, will prevent
Canada {rom being made a sacrifice market,,
will encourage and develop an active inter-
provincial trade.”

That might be very true, but it was
only the opinion of the right hon.
member for Kingston, a gentleman
who, up to the present time, bad never
carried a Protectionist policy into
practice. In that portion of the
amendment which expressed what
his Eolicy would be, there was nothing
to show that, if the right hon. gentle-
man went to the country and was re-
turned in triumph, he would initiate a
National Policy or afford one cent
more protection than was given by the
present tariff. The amendment went
on to say :

 And, moving, as it ought to do, in the
direction of a reciprocity of tariffs with our
neighbours, so far as the varied interests of
Canada may demand, will greatly tend to pro-
cure for this country eventually a reciprocity
of trade.”

That, again, was simply an opinion
that some tariff which the right hon.

gentleman might devise might possibly
secure for the Dominion reciprocity of
trade with the United States. Bat,

before the people returned the
right hon. member for Kingston
to power, he should give them

some intimation as to whether there:
was any new principle underlying his
proposition, and whether he really
would be a Protectionist in office-—
which he had never been before—as
he professed to be a Protectionist in
Opposition. The term ¢ National
Policy” was a mere phrase. It might
mean a Free-trade policy, or a policy
which abolished duties altogether; it
might mean a highly protective policy
similar to that of the United States, or
it might refer to a revenue tariff. So
far as the phrases employed went,
there was nothing to guide them as to
what this National Policy meant. But
the right hon. member for Kingston
had quoted not only his own views.
and opinions, but those which had been
expressed at a meeting of Conserva-
tives, recently held at Toronto. He (Mr.
Dymond) had reason to believe that
some strange things had been discussed
at that meeting. Among other reso-



