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House again resolved itself into Com-
mittee of Supply.

XI. MILITIA.

78. Mounted Police N.W.T............... $306,000
du

Sin JOHN A. MACDONALD: Con-
sidering the enormous reduction made
by the Government in this vote, seeing
that it was last year $306,356.50, and
is now $306,000, showing a saving of
no less a sum than $305.50, I think
that we cannot press an amendment;
and so we will allow the vote to pass.

MR. TUPPER said ho, lastyear, had
brought to the attention of the Gov-
ernment the case of a mourted police-
mIani who was killed in the discharge
of L is duty, and the Government had
undertaken to see that the land to
which this man would have become
entitled had ho lived a very short time
longer, or its equivalent, would be cen-
Veyed to bis relations.

MR. CARTWRIGHT : I am in-
forimed that compensation to his
mnother is about to be recommended by
the Secretary of State.

31n. MITCHELL said he desired to
have Borne explanations about this
1t4em. This force was composed of

320 mon, who each cost about $1,000
per annum. The thing, was outra-
geous. The general impression was
that a great deal of extravagance was
shown in connection with this service.

Ma. CARTWRIGHT said, no doubt
the hon. gentleman was perfectly cor-
rect in saying that the cost was very
great. The cost of such a force sus-
tained, as it was, over a country about
1,200 by 400 miles, at eight or nine
separate points, and supplied at a great
distance from the base of operations or
supplies, was necessarily very great.
The hon. gentleman would also note
that this being a mounted force,
the expenditure was necessarily
very nearly the double of what
would be required if it was composed
of infantry; and also that they could
not get suitable men to en ter i his force,
to go into that country where the ser-
vice wais laborious, and might be at-
tended with some danger,without pay-
ing them tolerably handsonely. Their
equipment was also, necessarily, some-
what expensive. The other items to
which exception might be most rea-
sonably taken, appeared to be those of
rations and forage, which amounted to
nearly $100,000. They lad hoped to
reduce these items ; but at present
owing particularly to the very high
rate at which forage was supplied, they
could not expect, during 1878-9, at any
rate, to look for much reduction.
Round several ports at which these
mon were stationed, land was being
gradually brought into cultivation both
by troopers and settlers, and in the
course of two or three years, they
trusted that sufficient land would be
under cultivation at these spots to sup-
ply the wants, at any rate,of the cattie.
They where gradually reducing the
price of the rations. The bon. gentle-
man was probably aware that the ex-
pense of transport in that country was
very great. Oats for instance, cost
five cents a pound, equal to $1.50 or
$1.60 a bushel, and expenditure of this
kind would, of course, swèll the keep of
every individual horseman to a very
considerable extent. So far as they
were able to ascertain, the expense per
head of this force, large as it appeared,
was very nearly one-third per man less
than that of the American 'troopers
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