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CLOSING OF MISSIONS

The Secretary of State for External Affairs made
the following Statement on Motions in the House of Commons on
November 3, 1969 :

"Mr . Speaker :

I would like to make a brief announcement concerning
forthcoming changes in Canadian representation in certain parts
of the world .

In Latin America, we are proposing to close our offices
in the Dominican Republic, Ecuador and Uruguay . In each case, our
resident mission has been headed by a Chargé d'Affaires, with the
Ambassador resident in a neighbouring country . The Ambassadors
concerned will continue to be accredited to these countries an d
normal diplomatic relations will be maintained . Visits by the Ambassador
and his staff to countries without resident representation will be
frequent and regular to ensure that official business between Canad a
and the countries affected is carried on and Canadian trade and other
interests furthered effectively . The closing of these missions in
Latin America does not affect the Government's expressed intentio n
to seek closer ties with that part of the world . We are satisfied
that the improvement of communications in the Caribbean and South
America will enable us to maintain adequate contact with the countries
concerned while permitting redeployment of our resident staff in the
interests of greater efficiency .

We propose to close the small office we have raintained
in Berlin . Our Ambassador in Bonn, who has been head of that mission,
will continue to be accredited in that capacity and will, as in the
past, make regular visits to Berlin as evidence of Canada's commitment
to the security and welfare of that city .

We propose to close our resident High Commission i n
Nicosia. Our relations with Cyprus and any diplomatic assistance required
by our forces there can be provided for effectively through dual
accreditation of the Canadian representatives to a neighbouring country .
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