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The "Review of. the World Food Situation" prepared by

Ly Council of FAO presents a disturbing picture. Parts of it, in
[,ct, must raise the question in the minds of many as to whether
;m:s goal of a better-nourished world is likely to be realized - at
cast in the foreseeable future.

The picture presented in that report shows that, while
Lotal world agricultural production has regained pre-war levels,

T nas not kept up with increasing world population - and that the
gmplies available per person are still below pre-war levels. IEven

ore serious, however, is the fact that although production gains
ycountries are unevenly distributed, monetary difficulties are
.yreatening to prevent freedom of movement of foods and other
ecessarTy products from "surplus" to "deficit" areas. This, in
burn, niight easily lead to a slackening of the productive effort
ty some countries and an increase in costs which may deny food

to the people of other countries.

"llost under-developed countries," states the report,
renvisage reduced imports and expanded exports of food and agricul-
tural products, even where food consumption is low. This is related
o their desire to have the maximum possible quantity of foreign
bxchange available for purchases required in connection with
industrialization and general econonmic developrient, and to their
reneral inabllity to export any large quantity of products other

'han food and raw materials."

Canada's difficulties are not confined to those stated.

e are also producers of other natural products, particularly nineral
ealth, and importing countries are now forced, in view of currency
EﬁTiculties, to use their scarce dollars for the purchase of ninerals
'nd other products and to leave food on our hands. This would deny
anada her natural market abroad for food, would deny her natural
[mmomers food, and would accordingly limit her ability to buy goods
rom other countries. Canada, which is the largest customer of the
(nited States, would be prevented from buying United States

snufactured products.

Again, the Report states, "The majority of the more’
eveloped countries have policies designed to reduce food imports
ad expand food production. liost, though not all of these countries,
re driven to these policies by their balance of payments and other
ost-war difficulties.”

This threat of accumulating food supplies in some parts
f the wecrld while people in other parts of the world are under-fed
15t evoks unpleasant memories in many of us. e saw somethin~ like
1is a score of years ago - and all of us can recall the niseries
f the world depression that resulted. at that time, world trade in
%d and other comnodities broke down because of trade barriers set
gby nany countries - sone, but not all of then based on the desire
I nations preparing for war to achieve self-sufficiency at any cost.
2¢ ideals of merber nations of FAQ are vastly different today - but
fonetary difficultics threaten the same lamentable result.

W

i

| «+.0ur monetary difficulties today threaten to re-
jfoduce the situation which existed twenty years ago, a lack of that
‘¢ movement of food from those with food to spare to those in

1%, And unless some way can be found of solving this problen
A§Capnot hope for that "all-out™ effort by exporting countries
2t 15 needed if the people of the whole world are to be adequately
id- In other words, it is difficult to persuade a farmer to

f°m@e nore food for the hungry in some other land if he sees no
;kﬂdhood of its ever getting to the people who need it - if, in
T, it is likely to Temain on his hands... The representative fron




