
bas been a major issue. It has, of course, been in SBY's favour that he
comes across as an untainted general, which is quite remarkable ini
lndonesia's history. So this may or may not be good news. But
probably it is good news in that it might mean that as a stronger
leader and former general he might be able to enforce some greater
formai discipline on the niilitary - something of course that needs to
be done ini Indonesia.

So overail, there are strong reasons for me to say 1 agree with al
the other speakers that there are a lot of reasons for optimism
regarding Indonesia's most recent experiences with democracy. Yet
there are also many challenges. 1 want to very quicly go through a
few in general and to focus narrowly on what 1 see as being one of the
key ones that bas not yet been mentioned.

The first one is corruption. This was what 1 perceived to be the
strongest factor shaping the resuit of the election. It is endemic and
widespread. And now even worse, it is decentralized. Because it is a


