
4 8 Cl. O . fR LLL17A.

A Message and a Story A Little Story
froin Billy Merson. B

ÀXnterviewd by,ff ze DITOR. Little Ticla.
When 1 cailed on the great littie comedian, One of my hobbies is playing the 'cel1o. iJBlly Merson, at the Palladium recently, I found am very fond of playig the 'cello.hirp vigorously engaged ini a sparring bout with In fact, if iny public was as fond of l.isteningan oicer, who was about twicç bis sixe and to nme as 1 arn fond of playing it 1 shoulti be onewcight. If Bill7 had flot taken to the comedian of the~ greatest players ini the work!. But1~business lie would have done great things in thc admit frankly und with ail due niodesty that 1ring, judging by bis show on this occasion. amn not one of the greatcst players in the world.l'O say the least, Mr. Merson is one of thc 1 suppose really I ouglit te, copsider myself onemost courteous gentlemen 1 have ever bac! the of the smallest players in the world. (Joke.)pleasure of meeting. Asked if he bac! any mies- Anyhow, once a smoking concert was te besage for mec to vive the Canadigns thirough the given at a certain Bohemian Club Of which 1. wasmediumi of the -Bulletin," lie said. "Yes, youi a member, andi it was suggested that as acan tell the boys froan me that 1 wish theni ail novclty 1 should contribute a 'ceijo soieo to thecthe Iuck in the world-tbat I have followed their evening's entertainnient.exploits throughout this war with the greatest of 1 did so--contrlbuted 3 solos, in fact, andi wasinterest and adm9iration; thcy have becu wonder- grcatly - buvked ' by niy success until I hap-fuI, and 1 arn dclighted to think of thc tremcndpus peined to stroli up to the bar where two aaem-way ln which they answered thc cal! te, the bers were having~ a heated argument abioutColours, Thcy deserve the best that's coming to music generaIly, andi a popu4ar violin virtuosothern, and wbcu they get back to Canada 1 hopein particlar One said lie was a gre>at artiste.thcy will not forget the admiration we have for The other disagreed. The latter~ turncd te naethem. " and saîd : "Dont you thlnlc so, 1i? P" iThc real, sincere way in which this message said I had neyer beard the getleman play,was given to me would surprise those who have whercat, le remarkcd : "glay ! He can't playseena Mr. Merson on the stage. Hec went on te thc flddle for nuts. Hc plays liUe, likc-well,relate an experience lie hac! recently, which lie look here-he plays thc flddle like you play thesaÀd I couic! tel! thc boys. 1 will givc it to yu 'ceflo l",

in bis own words: .LITTLE TICIL"" It's rather singular, " said Mr. Mersoan ______________________
but a Canadian-at Iat he saic le was-caled BILLY MERSON-coniiiued.at the stage door the other evenipg, andi on being

asiced his business le informed my drecsser- that mîic with then. lmn Richard Tiniberley, I am.lie mut sec Mr. Merson personally. It was im- In Canada 1 useti to command ten pouads a weekportanxt. Se 4I agreçd te sec lim, Eixpetng -ten pounds, miid you.' (I started at th;sto be grccted with at Ieast a " Goo4 cvcnixg, news.) ' And look ! you're ma4e-up's aIl wrong,
Mr. Merson," lie came i, atnd on catduing sîght you don't know hçQu te makce up. -If were play-of me atartcd off in a most exci~table ananner, ing yeur p*art 1 w<>utd put my eyebrows higher
throwîig Jxis arma about now and again to em up thpai yours. No, you ought te hav m~e te

piieany speciai points. ' Se you are $4ll help. you out. After I ge<t back to Canada l'anMesoeh1?' lesaid. ' 1am,'1gt in quckly. coming çver here again, an~d l'l sirtlethe con1l expected trouble. 'I'vc becu. watellug your try' (I agrccd, inwardly.)
tuvan, Mr. Merkon, and I> think it's ;absolutely "Andi se be went on for about> an hieur, androtten !Cl yeua>scIf a çoedan P Ah I ahI I 1 sat throughit I Il wflhout a mrmiur. At thce >

whyyoucant sirg !You can't~ aci ! You're end I venturedti te xplin how .ôrr I wa liedno even fu It Yen want me~ te show you how disappoiteti him. Bu th fnn thing is thetsing" '« Te good ship Yac-a-ickey-dooiih " mfan was Sbr n thisc stor,< mind you, îs
(my on sng). You don't knw ho toisin perfectly truc. I~i susqetly earant tat)iewas
Look bere, imy ladt, I have playeti before ee not a Canadian at all We 'then oeddteals ! Cenas, mind yoiu, noecnd of thrn In pull Ms la I for abou 'an iour, aehmadik

FneI belongeti te a Concert 'Troupe, sleveti and bade hnil good-ihlaig ewneig
ofubt I'mu a bit above the >thers and 4dont at the aimdacity ofth l an.


