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hood is following the. footprints of the idéal housekeeper

and bomemaker; and bow much of the greatness of

our country is due to our good bornes!1

One division of manuel work often neglected in our

schools is penmansbip. Still this is so important. We

know that one of the e ducational qualifications most

-helpful upon entering a business life is to be able to

write a good, legibie band. If writing bas its own

valtie, it is proper that we teachers should understand

its teacbing, botb in theory and in practioe, Once we

bave given certain directions, let us se that they are

carried out, and everyoie is thiereby benefited. For

instance,, after giving a lesson in writing, we must not

suppose that our task is compieted, and ail jwe bave te

do is to idly sit, with folded arme, and watcb tbe clama

performing. On the -contrarv, this is tbe time for

traininfg. The thoughtful teacher will go around from

pupil tu papi1, giving bielp wbere it is needed. He will

tusn came inte direct and immediate contact witb eacb

individual, and no child, however dul or brilliant., wil

h. overlooked A good plan is te point, or rather let

the cbild bimseif point out, the faults by cooeparing bis

own work witb the model.
Drawing seems te b. a stumbling-block for many

teacbiers. Oertainly te teach this sabject ini ail its

departmenta, whicb are so different in tbeir methode of

teaching and in the objecte to be attained, it wonld

require more time thau i generally allowed dàring

school. hours. However, by correlating #ubjects, we

can take up the. simple courses such as outline drawing,

and perbaps a little freeband perspective drawing. Map

drawing at its best requires patience, precisenees, beside

giving an opportunity te tbe cbuld of displaying bis

taste. A short exorcise is saffici*,nt te allow pupits

te use their will and choose between doing tbeir work

as well as possible or else in soine carelees maRner.,

let us sing praises to the teacber who succeeds in baving

bier pupils choose rigbt.! She bas thus buiilt a keystone

for their character, ince the. perfect character is the

perfectly controlled will.

1 do flot suppose that the skilful 4evices of the active

teaciier will b. a panaéea for ail tbe poor manual work,

found in echools. Sometimes we find children wbo can'
not make great progress in this branch of edacation,

no inatter bow much they try.

Otbers we will find wbo bave the ability, but are':

lacking in ambition, and do not even try. Give those:

to understand that; their very beat is expected ' and:

nothing else will b. accepted. Be ecrupulous in silper-.

vising not only the copy-booka, but aIl their V1ork,ý

and particularly their hume exercises. The work our

pupils do after tbey cease te be under our supervision

shows bow mucb good tbey have derived from our

teachiýng. The teachýr wbo accepta a home exercise

scribhled in leadpencil on a sheet .of paper, torn from an

exercise book, is making a serious mistake. She is

undermining any principle of exactnflss which she might

bave ttied to establish.
It sometimes happens that a school will acquire a

love for neatness and preciseness by noticing tbese

qualities in the téacber. Naturally we can expect this.

Chuldren muet b. won derful imitatoti', since we bave

for one of our axions: As is the teaclior, %o wiil thé

pupils be. Witb this in view, lot our ilackboards b.

mnodels of neatneas and taste. A neut little border or

frame in colored chalk somnetinies adds much te the

appearance of a set of questions or whatever the .1er-

cise may be. Ogce a mnap or any drawing bAS bast its

former fresbneas lot it b. replaced by new ornes& I have

beard one of our experienced teacher8 romank "ht when

she renewed tbe drawings on ber blackboIb1d$ 8h.

ailways, noticed an inprovement both on the children's

elatea and in their oonduet Even the a&ppOanace Of.

the sobool-rooni and grounda in general would tend to

elevate the sentiments o! the achool stsaci no
The teacher'i highest reward is thi atsatino

knowing that she bas done bier duty. If we wish to

succeed in our work we muet b. happy in' doing iL.

Ruskin tells us that in order to bo happy in our work

we muet fulfil three conditions "We muet bo ft for it;

re miuet not, do teo much of it; and we ue t bave a

senS of suces in i, not a doabtful Beuse sub la needa

teatimony of others for ite confirmation, but a sure

knowledge that so mach bas beeu don. well aed fruit-

fully doue wbatever the world iny say or tbink about

le , TeuoP for Sehoole.

Toronto News:," Tii. decision of the publicschool

board te fili vacanies in the senior'fourth classes, in

future by maie teachers only, will meet vitb general

approval. There can b. no question of the wisdomn Of

tbe more. Expérience bs shown that after a certain

age boys reqaire more masculine moral and inlslectual

si4mulant than a woman is usually able te give them.

*The. wbole secret of the matter, we beleve, lies; in the

faot Ïhat women seldom anderutafld or cani place theni-

seires in sympatby with the boys wbo are beginniiig to

look forward te manbood. They fail ýtterIy te gain

their confidence; and their influence, where it prodtices

reaîts at ail, tends to retard rather than asst the

rigbt developaieft of character. There are, of course,

female teaciiers wbo, are as accesfui ini buinging out

and eneouraging the best traite cf boys as the aicet

capable maie, teachera, but they are rare. Women, s

a rnke, fail te influence larger boys, and to a certain

extent., eren girls,'as mon do. They-may have the gift

nf i mparting knowedge, and may b. able to maintain

perfect order in their classes, bat in most cases tbey are

quite-out cf toucb witb their pupils, pureiy and aimply

because they bave no as'ympatby witb, thoeé boyisl'

charâcteristics whicb, ander- proper training, develop

later on inte wbat is calle manly character. The

influence of women is diatinctiy feminine, and a&l ex-

perience goes te prove that boys, during the period

appro.acbing adolescence need robust, masculine uguid-

ance. 'One objection made to the new m essurO as ita

oxponse. That migbt be. met by separating the boys

a.nd girls wben they roacb the senior fourth book,.tho

girls remaining with lay teachers and men being put

in charge of tbe boys. By sach a re-arraligeent thore

would be little, if any, additional oust entaiied in carry-

iing out the. ides, and suhetantial advantage would

accrue to the pupils.


