
THE PUBLIC BIEALTH JOURNAL

ip'peared to prove beyond the possibil-
>f question that consumption was not
iherited disease; yet this fact, so full
c>pe for huinanity, seemed to inake no0
ible impression upon the publie mind.
n to the present hour vast numbers of
'le are living aud dying in the settled
iction that consuniption is born in the
1I of those whe suifer from it; and
e it la quite possible that; the tyranni-
dea le killing almoat as many lives as
3lague itself. But what le the truthl
truth le that consumption cannot exist
ont the tubercle bacillue, that this
site is nearly always taken into the
after 'birth, and that there are scarce-

dozen cases on record in which it lias
diseovered in the new-born babe.

efore, we may say to anyone who is
g. under the shadow of death froin
of heredity:
)o not any longer believe that, because
father or your mother died of con-
iin you mnust die of consumption
The worst inheritance you eau bave

either of your parents îe a vuinerable
)n wJhich the parasite of consumption
prey. Look te ît, therefore, that yen
gthen and not weaken yo'ur de-
a.,,
nsuinption is an infections disease.
,re ail liable to it, and the discoveries
demn science seem to prove that every-
over thirty-five years of age appears

ve been attacked by it. A short tume
,weil-known London ,England, physi-
said something like tiis te, me--I ask
irdon if I amn net; repeating his words
scientifie accuracy:
ama satisfied that f ully hýalf My cases
onchitis, 'and even severe cold, with
nged cough, indicate fresh outbrcaks
rlier lung trouble."
w, titis statement, with te furtiter
itat peat-niertexu examinations have
vered tubercular lesione, healed or
iled, in te bodies of nearly ail per-
who have died alter thirty-five, ap-
at first sight te denote an alarming

but, at second titonglt, it mnust be
to indicate an extremely 'hopeful one.
)ws, apparently, beyond the possibili..
question, that consumption is a dis-

ixat is not ouly curable, but lias actu-
been cured in the vast majority of

d that suggests a very interesting in-

qniry. We thouglit it appailing that one-
seventit Of te deaths of the civlized world
were due toeconsumption, but there is an-
Other aspect of that astounding fact. If
only one-seventit of those Who contraet titis
contagions malady die as the reeult of it,
what; of the reznaing six-seventits (or
soue conaiderable part of tem) who en,
tract tite disease and yet die froxu other
causes?1 Let me try, in nxy utterly non-
scientifie way, Wo explain.

I understand, then, that witen censxump-
tien is taking hold of the human body a
kÎnd of warf are is being waged within.
The battie ie between the invading micro.
organisms, te germs, ealled the tubercle,
bacilli, which I have described, and the
white cells of the bleod. Titese white cella
,appear te act te part of the policemen of
the body, aud their business is to drive off
any foreign foe that would subdue and
destroy it. Now, te resuit of te warfare
tus set up depends partly, it seems, on te

strength of te policemen, but mainly on
te quality of te soul on which they have

te figlit. If the eoul is good te policemen
prevail and te fee takes fliglit. But if
tite soîl is bad; if, for example, a man 's
lungs have been wcakened by overwork
or even everplay, by werry, by drink, by
exees of any kind; if his defensive forces
have been un, down, and his resistance
Vo discase bas been undermined by illness,
'bY insuflient nourialiment, by ls of
sleep, by lack of pure 'air; a-bove ail, per-
'hape, if hie spirite -have been depreeed by
failure or by bereavement, titen a smali
dose of te enemy (taken inte the mentit
by the simplest means) may be sufficient to,
evercome the policemen of the body and
enable consumption Vo establieli itself.

Even, Vhs is abstract Ian guage, more
proper te the pen of the seentifie writer,
and I aek to be allowed to describe te
littie I know of te assauît of the dread
dieease by a more concrete illute-ratien. I
can think, titen, of ne illustration so appro-
prÎate as that of a beleaguered eity, and ne
siege se exactly parallel as te siege of
Khtartoumi.

Titere, in the Governor1 'ePalace on te
Blue Nule, sat te great coul whose imme-
diate business it was Vo withstand te in-
vasion of the vast hordes of te Malidi's
folliower Who lay encamped around him
on n'early everY si-de. At firet the people
'Of the oitY were st'rong and hopeful, and


