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The great forest resource af the province of Britishi
îimbia is becomiug recagnized as the lumber and paper-
:inô industries assume larger proportions iu the indus-
1 life of the province. The value af the forest produe-
last year was i oxcess af $70,000,000 as compared with

SThe public accaunts af the province af British Colum-
bia for the fiscal year ending Mardi 3lst, 1919, are reviewed
elsewhere in this issue. Theso accounts exhibit a remark-
able reversian iran the deficits* steadily accruing after the
wild ogre ai railroad construction ontered into lu 1911.
Those deficits arase froni a policy oi expansion in the vani-
aus goverumental services sud materially increased when
the Pacifie Great Eastern Railway was unable ta make psy-
ment on its own securities. These securities beîng guaran-
teed by the province required the provincial goverument ta
muake goad the intereat charges anising from the issue of
these securities.

The deficit was inoroased also by reason ai decreasing
revenue due ta the dopression iollowing the boom sud ac-
centuated by the outbreak of war and also due ta the fact
that the people of British Columbia were getting- into the
habit ai not paying their provincial taxes. élnder the in-
ctimbency ai the ilonourable Mr. Hart as Finance Minister
changes have takon place. Taxes are being more promptly
paid and considerable stepa have been taken ta get in the
large outstanding arrears of taxes sud the collection oi out.
standing accounts on praperties sold ta individuals by the
province or the acquisition ai! these praperties where pay-
monts ai the balances could not be made. For the business
like handling ai the fluancial accaunts ai the province the
people are ta be congratulatod upon having so capable a
Finance Minister as the Hlanourable Mr. Hart. HFis deter-
mned policy, s0 far as hoe is able, is ta make autgo bal-
ance incarne and this policy makes for succesa i governmon-
tal affairs as it does iu privato business affairs, aithougli at
times sucli is the perversity ai palities it may result in the
loss ai au eloctian but under such conditions the las. oi an
election is mare cammindable than any connivance at pub-
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