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tion for their work. Monasticisni
flourishes anîong the Greek churches
but the nionks are for the nmost part
ignorant and superstitions, thougli no-
ble exceptions are not wanting. O1,
the whole, rnorality seems to have
couic to l)e divorced fromn religion, aud
bribery, intemperauce and falsehood
are regarded by mauy not as sins to be
shuunied iior as defects in their moral
systein stîli to be borne, but as things
actually to be practised. Religion lias
becone a miere forin.

Lt wîll be seen then tliat the miain dif-
ferences between that eastern br inch of
the Christian church and the Roman
are, (i), the refusai of the former
to sulimit to papal supremacy (2),

administration of tlie eucharist in two
kiuds and tlie use of leavelied bread,
(3) the rejection. of the " filioque "
clause in the Nicene creed, (4) the ad-
ministration of the eucharist to in-
fants and the performance of confirma-
tion by the bishops, not the priests,
(5~) the use of pictures orily and the
prohibition of sciilptured forms in
churclies, (6) obligation on parish
priests to be married meni.

WiIl these differeuces ever be over-
corne ? Judgiug f rom the past it seemis
as if a long tinie must elapse before a
reconciliation can be brouglit about, if
it cati be even thenl. The Greek
eh urchiiie1i bers ma2y not be great
missionaries but tliey vigilantly main-
tain hat they already have. Russia
rigidly prohibits secessioti f roui the
national churcli. - Nobody ini Russia
eau be converted troni one churcli to

another, except to the national churcli
and ail chuldreil of illixed marriages,

* Su ce thlc;oe was w! il, i l n t.ct j nst

at f W day s ttgo, 1.iio il t dci ifion ~a
gî-antcd Iiy Ulic czar to Jbis stil)j4týcts

when one parent belongs to it, must
be baptized anid educated in il. Ail
this would go to show that at least
froin the side of the Greeks no0 at-
tenipt will be made to bring about a
reconciliation; stili in these days wlien
different nations and peoples are con-
tinually being brouglit together and
id as are bouluded by no national or
denoiniational bounidaries, no people
ot any cuit or belief can remain
wholly uninfluenced by the thouglits
and ideas of others. The future niay
dIo what the past lias failed to ac-
complish. Duiring the latter haîf of
the last century, German theology lias
exercised a nîarked influence on the
more educated miembers of the clergy,
and ever since the ti me of Cyril Lucar,
the prelates iii higli place have shown
a leaning toward Protestant views, as
a writer in the Cathollc Dictionary
says, " There is a constant tendency
to soften the points of difference be-
tween Russians and Protestants and
to accentuate those which separate
Russians and Catholics.

The Greek churcli is nothing more
than the ancient Greek religion
nîodifled by the influence of Christiani-
ty. To quote Dr. Harnack, " It takes
the form flot of a Christian churcli in
Greek dress, but of a Greek product
iii Christian dress.'' Again, it did not
corne into existence through au up-
heaval or reformation but by a natural
growth. Lt lias no great prophet,
teacher or reformer who lias made the
churcli wliat it is; the churcli camne
into existence because, iii the natural
order of events it lîad to corne, anid
once it did conrie, cornparatively speak-
iig, it lias rernained stationary.

The factors which give it its distinc-
tive character to-day are. according to


