Beekeeping in B. C.
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drawn out comb, full or half sheets of
foundation should be placed in the frames,
I smear the foundation with a little honey
and feed for a few days, it gives the bees
a good start.

A lot of attention is given the bees to
keep them warm, we are now in the midst
of the season when it is advisable to pro-
vide shading for the hives. Hives painted
a light color is a means of protection
against the heat of the sun, metal covers
should have a protecting board underneath,
as metal attracts that heat. Xnlarge the
entrance of hives during summer, fewer
bees will be required to ventilate the hive.

Many beginners are under the impres-
sion that the first swarm being a new col-
ony is lead off by a young qucen, anxious
to start housekeeping on her own, this is
not so, the prime or first swarm is headed
by the old queen about the time the queen
cells are capped ‘over, cold weather will
sometimes delay swarming, and the bees
will destroy the queen cells, but as soon
as the weather is again warm, more cells
are constructed.

INTRODUCING QUEENS.

There is a time during the life of a colony
of bees when for one reason or another the
queen plays out or is Killed accidentally by
the beekeeper. Should this happen when
there is brood in the hives the bees at once
commence to rear a new queen, and all is
well providing there are drones to fertilize
the new queen. But supposing the bee-
keeper wishes to introduce a queen which
has been reared in some other colony, and
has come through the mails, or which he
has taken from another hive in his own
apiary. Bees are queer creatures and can-
ot be depended upon to accept a new
Queen just by dropping her amongst them;
f0 that various ways have to be adopted
to introduce her to her new home. Should
the queen be in a mailing cage full direc-
tions for introducing are usually sent along
with it, but there are so many qualifying
factors to be taken into account that failure
is often the result even though instructions
are carefully followed out.

The most important point in queen in-
troduction and upon which all the experts
are agreed is that the best time to requeen
4 colony is when there is honey coming in
from the fields. Any and every method
Will give good results during a honey flow.

A queen taken from a colony and at once
blaced into another colony which has been
dequeened usually is accepted but once the
ueen loses that fresh hive odor the safest
Way is to cage her in a queen cage and let
her hang in the new hive for two days be-
fore releasing her, which must be done
Quietly and with as little disturbance as
Dossible. Here is an absolutely sure way
of introducing a queen although it requires
Diuch more labor than the other methods.
Take two or three frames of brood ready
to hatch, brush all bees from them and
bPlace in a new hive. Now put this hive
Without bottom board on the top of a
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strong colony, but be sure to separate the
two by screen wire with the queen excluded
under the wire screen so that no bees from
the lower colony can get up above, because
we do not want the bees from the lower
hive; we only want the heat to rise so that
the brood which is hatching shall not be-
come chilled. When the young bees begin
to hatch out, run in your queen along with
her attendants or just take the plug from
the cage and ;she will find her way out. In
the course of a few days there will be quite
2 nice little bunch of bees and your queen
will be laying. The hive can be taken away
and put in its own bottom board when
most of the brood in the three frames has
hatched, and a new colony made. A frame
of brood given when the bees can take care
of it will assist in building it up to a nice
colony. JOHN BROOKS.

A good thermometer has many uses on
the farm. The temperature of the pantry
should not be more than 50 degrees, and
that of cellars should not be allowed to be-
come less than 32 degrees; 35 degrees is a
good temperature for cellars. When buy-
ing a thermometer, select one which bears
the name of the maker, and which has a
Fahrenheit scale etched on the glass stem.

Get a Farm of Your Own
TAKE 20 YEARS TO PAY

The land will support you and pay
for itself. An immense area of the
most fertile land in Western Canada
for sale at low prices and easy terms,
ranging from $11 to $30 for farm lands
with ample rainfall—irrigated lands
from $35. Terms-—One-twentieth down,
balance within twenty years. 1In firri-
gation districts, loan for farm build-
ings, etc., up to $2,000, also repayable
in twenty vears—interest only 6 per
cent. Privilege of apaying in full at
any time, Here is your opportunity to
increase your farm holdings by get.
ting adjoining land, or secure your
friends as neighbors. For literature
and particulars apply to
ALLAN CAMERON, Gen, Sup, of Lands
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