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is so natural, and the young men say she is “slap
up.”  And very likely she may be, but you can not
hear a word she is saying. The selection—quite a
fitting one, by the way—is the ride from Ghent to
Aix, by Robert Browning, and it is really remark-
able to sec how easily all the meaning and passion
of that spirited pocin can be eliminated when one’s
attention is dirccted that way. If you could look
over the reporter’s shoulder and read shorthand you
would sce that he has represented this meek and
unaffected young lady as “*a fairand gifted reciter, who
brought home to our hearts as never before all the
wondrous beauty and strength of the master’s noble
poctry, in the recitation of which her delivery was
marked by superior clearness and five of enunciation,
to which was added the sweet maidenly reserve of
the fair girl graduate, queen in the garden of girls at
Minerva Villa, Vickson Street.”

At this stage of the proceedings you have to
leave, for therc is another ceremony of the kind at
the opposite end of town at which you must assist ;
s0 you beg the reporter’s pardon and seramble down
and out just as the essay upon “ Tennyson as a
Poct ™ i heing commenced.  You would like to have
heard this essay; ¢ Tenuyson as a Poet” is a
new idea.  You had always thought of him as a
statesman, or as a novelist, or as a philanthropist ;
now, it appears, you would have heard of him as ¢
poet.  Well—it 1Is too late to go back. Here you
arc in the narrow hall, lined with susceptible youth
on both sides, and with an odour of coffec coming up
the back stairs.

The atmosphere of the sceond school to be
visited this evening is decidedly different in one
way, hut quite the same in point of temperature.
The music here is listened to with marked attention.
Now it is Chopin, now Schumann, now Beethoven.
The essays range from < 'The [Futare of Canadian
Literature”” to *“The disthetic in Art.”  All is
aravely serene and  carnest ; the misguided men
present feel like Cyril and Florian, and the dreamy
Prince.  Higher Bdueation confronts you here if
anywhere, and you do not even smell coffee.

Mr. Howell's Httle volume, ¢ Criticism and Ifie-
tion,” is to be found at the bookstores, and 1 hope
that the exeellent, if slashing, review of it in current
Literary World will prepare its way for it.  Bound
together, these essays look worse—and better—than
they did in magazine form.  Buf, while they may
interest’s few and amuse many, they may do a little
harm to some. It is diffieult to see how a man,
apprenticed houourably to literature for so many
years, can say o many extraordinary falsehoods.

THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE*

1% second number of the new series of Trans-
actions of the Canadian Institute embraces a
number of papers on literature and science read dur-
ing the winter of 1889-90. Several of these take
rank amongst the most valuable of recent contri-
butions to the literature of learned societies. The
paper by Rev. A. G. Morrice, O.M.L., on the Dene
languages——the languages of the so-called Tinneh
Indians of British Columbia and the Mackenzie
River country, must be placed amongst the most
interesting and most meritorious of recent contri-
butions to philological research. 1t is indeed a
revelation in regard to the languages of the aborigines
of North America, and must excite universal atten-
- tion. That a lone missionary in the wilds of our far
North-West should produce a paper rivalling in care-
ful rescarch and grasp the most noted of philological
contributions cver made in the centres of Kuropean
scholarship excites wonder, and, following Prof.
Campbell’s researches in a somewhat similar diree-
tion, must induece the philologists of Iiurope to look
with more than ordinary interest to the Canadian
Institute for valuable light in this most fascinating
ficld of enquiry. The subject matter is a revelation
to Canadians and a surprise to the world. That a
small tribe of savages—(the Carriers)in the far north-
west of this continent—should possess a vocabulary
of 750,000 words—a larger number than the most
advanced of Kuropean languages had not a quarter
of a century since—is what no one would be pre-
pared to imagine possible. That the verb formations
are inflected with all the regularity of Greek and
Latin is, to say the least, interesting in view of con-
ceptions hitherto entertained respecting the languages
of the North American Indiang. Astonishing, more-
over, is the prodigious exuberance of differentiating
forms given to the verb. Yor instance, the word
““brise,” to be broken, possesses no fewer than 110
particularizing substitutes for the Aryan term, and

*Transactions of the Canadian Institute. Vol 1. Part 2.
Toronto : Copp, Clark Company (Limited).
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not one of these could be indifferently used for any
other. These substitutes are expressive of (1) the
object employed to operate the breakage; (2) the
manner in which the object has been affected, i.c.,
whether broken in two or in many, by the middle or
otherwise, purposely or by accident, ete., and (3) the
form of the object broken. IFurther discriminative
forms multiply these 110 distinet verbs by four or
five. The single paradigm of the verh “to put”
contains over 3,000 verbs, all differing in meaning
and structure; and, strange to say, so simple is the
construction that diversifies this wonderful language
that a child of four or five years possesses thesc
innumerable vocables as perfectly as does his father,
and knows his own intricate language as perfectly as
a French academician does his own mother tongue.
This extraordinary paper is so full of surpriscs, so
comprehensive, and yet so concise, that it will well
reward the close perusal of the ordinary, intelligent
reader, as well as the study of the philologist. Mr.
R. Dewar’s paper on ““ Arsenic and Sulphur as Metal-
lurgical Agents in the treatment of Canadian auri-
ferous and argentiferous ores” is o very suggestive
applieation of the law that *“ when a metal is alloyed
with one or more other metals the resultant alloy
has a lower melting point than the mean of the
several melting points of the constituents talken
together.” Mr. Dewar thinks that the cost of redue-
ing our ores might be one-fifth of what it is at
present. Other papers arve: Arthur Harvey’s on
the speroidal concretions (pelotechthen  balunoides)
found in the archean rocks of Liake Superior, and
which he suggests to be fossils ; Sandford Fleming’s
valuable tables illustrating his new method of time-
reckoning now being adopted throughout the world ;
Dr. P. H. Bryee's “Natural History of Ground
Waters 7 ; David Spence’s * Ossianie Poetry ”; L.
J. Clark’s “ Formation of Torento Tsland,” and Mr.
A. B. Macallum’s “ Morphology and Physiology of
the Cell.” The volume in paper, type and generous
appearance is a credit to the publishers and printers.
J. G, M.

CORRESPONDENCE.

PATRIOTISM IN TS RIGHT MIND.'

X3 >

T'o the Editor of THe \WEEK :

Sin,—Professional eritics are sometimes chavged,
by their victims, with forming their judgment of
new works from the title-page, and a random line
canght here and there from the fext.  Your corves-
pondent, Mr. W. I'. Stockley, who devotes an intoer-
esting paper under the above caption to “ The New
Kmpire,” seems to have adopted the same sumnary
process. The extract in Tiur Week, from which your
correspondent quotes, was, declaredly, not from the
book, but from the proof-sheets of the then forth-
coming work. Mr. Stockley founds a great deal upon
the words ““ dishonest states and halt-civilized repub-
lics,” in that final chapter (really very little more than
a hastily-written appendix). When your correspondent
consults the book, as actually issued, he will find that
the phrase ¢ dishonest States ” is not in 6. There
are other  States” in the world than those consti-
tuting the American Union. Nevertheless the words
were climinated, in the final vevision, for the purpose
of preventing the possibility of misapprehension,
so anxiously careful was the author to avoid unneces-
sary offence. In the course of an historical review,
facts must be stated, even if not wholly agree-
able, and a spade must sometimes be called a
spade. But the author would be surprised to find
himself accused, by any careful reader of his book, of
setting forth anything in a hostile or offensive mood
towards a neighbouring nation, one branch of our
great common race ; the possible reunion of which,
on lines consistent with, and not in violation of, his-
torical development, is the main argument of ‘“ The
New Kmpire.” Should your correspondent here-
after do me the honour of reading that attempttotreat
that somewhat broad, and I believe important, sub-
ject, he may find, 1 think, that the spirit aud aim
of the book are not so different from those which he
himself professes. There arc ecrtain current notions
as to what constitutes Imperialism; and those
notions are attributed to a book written very largely
for the purpose of setting forth an entirely different
view of historical tendency, and quite another raison
d’étre for our Imperial Union.

“The New mpire,” could not hope to be more
than a suggestive introduction to a great subject.
The work was kept with some effort within reason-
able dimensions. Phrases might have been expanded
or explained; but, for the sake of compression, it wag
necessary to leave a good deal to a fair and intelli-
gent construction on the part of the reader. Surely
a reference to the ‘“ spirit of Elizabethan Kngland”
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—an ideal commonly accepted (rightly or “'l'ongl:“ "
of English patriotic energy—need not be construe
as an advocacy of Hawkins and the slave-trade, ¢
of religious persecution : that wave of medivvalisty
which (need I remind your correspondent) reced®
from the shores of Elizabethan Iingland, “'l”ell
continued to flow, deep and destructive, ov¢ the
Continental nations ? Is not Milton's tremendos
conception of Satan—that terrible, almost I'Di".)e,b“,L
form, potent and defiant—an idealization inspire
by the apparently triumphant cause of darkness 2}";
cruelty, still prevailing, some reigns after 1Blzae”
over the greator part of Iurope—an echo 0
eries of the Albigenses and from La Rochelle ? -
Your esteemed correspondent objects tO‘smcc
sentences referring to the policy of modern Frav
(with which the relations of the new Empie )
likely to be close, perhaps acute, in the ftltqrt\'_
The Newfoundland issue, it is said, is but &3¢
of the differences between England and Franc ?‘u,"
the occupation of Fgypt. As if the whole 10
story of the conduet of France over the ‘]u:,',\{]
tian question had not been au illustratio? o
the spirit which rules her policy now, as in 'thc puﬁg
that jealous, truculent, discontented Sl’i”t,o,,rn-
masses, with difficulty moderated by her ('IO‘ILL oly
ments, which has made not only Germany but ”»
her enemy. Modern nations, it seems to 1% e'\J]\'
an educating influence on each other. Huf‘w-t
directly stated, but to be gathered from the fiwts 1‘1
forth in “ The New Empire,” is my convictml})‘ o
a narrow, jealous trade policy in America Pmml\.L b,B,nd
and supports, the militant feeling in 15urope: .,
that the future action of Canada—throwind hat

weight with the United States, in fwvoul',‘i pe of
policy, or, with the Tmpire, against it—wil I

mmportance in impeding or advancing ‘_Vh%t,’) ‘
believe (and I think your correspondent believe?
be the true course of Civilization.

0. A. Howpan?

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.

oul(l
I was in the nature of things that Ibs ) 1o
be caricatured.  *“ Ibsen’s Ghost; or, To0 king
Date,” described as ““ anew Hedda,” has been bt
in London lately. pime
A cnoran work of Gliick, up to the pl‘(’s“’ut, fine
totally ignored, and one which possesses ma! T whe
passages, is about to be published. This ?‘:Ol-cml)'-
composed for the Grand Duke Leopold © wngrnur,"
in 1768, and performed for the first time o Fe
22 of the same year. .o (ol
Tuw closing exercises of the Ontario, Ladlﬂb() the
lege, Whithy, were in every way credital \'oc!‘l
directorate and faculty. The usual piano uﬂé'ouury
recitals were diversified by excellent (‘vl"cu-l)us ]
displays, and the most delightful of OXC“"‘q.lf(ﬁ of
special train last Monday brought h“?‘h:’ u‘tiflll
gratified friends from Toronto to view th¢ )cv oul
building and its surroundings, ineluding # n(}f andef
tain and a large and elegant Hag., The mllb'l('lc art
the direction of Mr. J. W. 17, Harrisot y Briet
inspired by the eritieal visits of Mr. L. "ol
and Miss Windeat, and the other bl‘ﬂrlwh.“’"f i\(imﬂ"‘
cation superintended by Rev. Dr. Hare, MI3® - er?
Mrs. Bradley, Miss Graham and Mr. thyl_e)t.'cd by
all of a high and satisfactory character a8 U‘qf,‘_l(, !l
the perfarmances of the pupils.  The (lollege ltlll- ped
on September 7, and is probably the best elof v
institution in the Dominion and 1)0550550
exceptional situation. peist
O~ Tuesday evening weck the closing € yfis*
were held at Morvyn House Ladies’ Sbfh.oo,'ccl'ti“‘

en sh

. . . 11 . J
Liay has instituted a new departure in gl‘l]tt:;inlﬂ.‘—:;
cates o those pupils who merit them by ‘Lccl' itit'"t.q
) It

0

sufficient progress in their studies. The fenbtt!
is from a design in which one promiﬂent t',,) .
Miss Liay's motto (non cst sine puleere palit a8 5hf
seroll surmounted by a view of their hom® \\’t":':
prefers to speak of it. Prizes and cel’tm‘f‘zﬂ yol“i’;
presented by Rev. Dr. Kellogg to the follmVllprc:lL A
ladies :  Junior Department—Jémma € P f-l"‘
Gooderham, Susie Mara, and Katie Hﬂ“’ce (}1’1‘l
Sub-Senior Division—Lillie Barton, ¥ (’1'6311.]1"1(,2‘12“
ham, I"rances Ilood, 15, Defries, Anna Bubit Gl"“;
Margery Upton; Second Class——Kati.G - 1-;119‘1“)'.;
Switzer, Mary Reid, Jennie Smith, Marton }.ﬁ‘, EIS‘r’
Ellie Phillips; Third Class — Lizzie Runer Ii?t.‘j
Johnston, J. Jamieson. In the Ad"“nc?s; yirs
mediate certificates were presented as follo¥ [m‘gsz
Class — Louie Darling; Second Class e Tf‘r",l;;—
Britton, Katie Watts, Lillie Taylor, Loto%, Wh
H. Knapp, Clara Port, Ina Keighley, I,d@‘r - B
ren ; Third Class—A. Boyd, Hattie MilIE® 7 otes §
Mulkins. After the distribution of P car™
musical and elocutionary programme W

out. ‘

—




