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‘realize in their inmost consciousness . that they. are under '
either of those d;read'bu_rdens.;, for the painful sense, that
we need redemption will never yield, to a very ardent
interest. in a_ controversy as. to ‘which -of two Seripture:
phrases uses the Lest terms for expressing our bondage. . -
. So we seel. to understand the gospel as a divine instru-
» mental:ty,,through dpctx ines, precepts, counsels, warnings,
and promises,~ all kindled with the power, of insj)ilted.
truth, — for saving men from every thin:g.;from “which it
is desirable to Le saved: from the bondage of:the flesh,
and all unrighteousness; from. the curse of sin ; from.an-
evil heart of unbelief, from superstition and despair ; from
unchcered grief; from a godless life, and from a hopeless
dea_th. . To understand the gospel, we have to realize,
that, in our natural condition, and so.far asall the wisdom
and resources of the world .can help. us, we are in that
unredeemed and unsanctified state, wlnch, while it still
leaves us enough of the furniture of a religious nature to
be Aconsc';ious ‘of want and risk and sin, makes us depend-
ent upon a power above our own for all relief. Prayer
and preaching; ordinances and means of-grace ; private
medltat_lon,v self-conflict ; the -expenences of -life to our-
selves. and_v.to.v others ;. the past, With all ,it,s.bur_den of in-.
struction andﬂéxample; and the 'working: testimonies of
faith in Christian fellowships and Christian enterprises, —
these are our helps for understanding.the gospel. . We.
may be perplexed by the knowledge that the gospel has
been so variously understood, and has _6pened so many
controversies. - These controversies of men. alout the
gospel are, however, matters of ligllt moment, compared -
with that countroversy between men and God which the
gospel .is to reconcile. _After we have yielded for a



