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realize in their. inimos.t consciousness. that they..are under
either of those dread burdens;. for the* paitiful sense, that.
we nee.d redemption wvill neyer yield. ta a very, ardenlt
interest. in a. cantrove.rsy as, to wvhi.ch -Of two Seripture:
phrases ufses, the Lest ternis for expressing our bo.ndage..,

So xwe seek.to understaiid the gospel as.a divine i nstyr-
rnentahity, thraugh d9c.trines, precèpts, couinsels, wvarniig s,
and proises,.- ail kindled witli the ýpower, o f inspired.
trtith, - for saving mien fronm every thing .from. which it
is desirable ta, be sa.ved: from. the. bondage of:-the fleshi,
and ail unrightcousness; fromn the ou rse of sin; from an
evil. heurt of unbelief, from, superstition and despair;'from
uncheered grief; from a godless life, and fromi aliopeless
death. .To. understand the gospel, wve have to realize,
that, in our natural condition, and so .far as ail the wisdoin
and resourees of the world -can help. us, we are in. that
iwredeenied and -unsanctified state, -Which, xvhile it still
leaves us enoughi of the firniture of a religions nature.to,
be conscious of want and risk andi sin, inakes us depçnd-.
ent upon a power 'above aur own for ail relief. Prayer
and preaching; orlinances and means of' grace; private
rueditation; seif-confliet ; the experiences of life, to *our-
selves. and to, others;. the past, with ail its burden of ýii-
struction and' exaiMple ; and the working: testimionies of
faith ini Christian fellowships and Christian enterprises,,-
these. are aur helps for understanding. the gospel. ,We
may be perplexed by the knowleclge. that the. gospel has
been so variously.understood,. and has.opened so many
controversies. These controversies. of men. atouit the

gospel are, however, miatters of light :momnent, coinpared
with. thât coutroversy between men and God which the

gospel -is to reconcile.: Aftèr, we have yieIdedý for a,


