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RITES OF ADOPTION BY THI‘ SENECAS

BY GEN. C. W. DARLING.

“I'he following account of the ‘adoption ot L.
H. Morgan, C. T. Porter and ‘Thomas Darling,
as Senecas, at Tonawanda, Oct. 31st, 1846, from
" the manus crlpt of Gen. E. S, Parker; was re-

ceived by us through the courtesy of Gen. C. W,

Darling, late Military ngincer-in-chicf of the

State of New York, and ncw Corresponding

Secretary of the Oneida Historical Society at

Utica, N.Y.

“Deeply impressed by the exciting scenes of
the Tndian Festival which we had attended, and
impelled by a wild enthusiasm to become native
Americans, and the desire to win the entire con-
fidence of our red brethren, wemade application
"to the old and influential proplict, (Johnson) of
“the tribe, to be received as brothers.

Tle applxcatlon wasmade near the close of
‘the festival, on Wednesday, Oct. 28th, 13846,
and was received with kindness, surprise and
pleasure. and it was referred to the chief who
had the management of all festivals.

The next day the chiefs might have ‘been seen
weading their way in quict dignity to a secluded
dell, where solemn council was held, to consider
this innovation on modern usages.  After ma-
ture deliberation and many smoking oblationsto
the Great Council Spirit, the decision was lavor-
able to our reccption, provided we conforned to
the sstablished regulations for convoking a fes-
tival, on the principle of rec:procxt) ; that for
their good cheer, we should give good cheer.
Their magnanimity was further manifested by
"the offer to relieve us of any responsibility or
trouble in obtaming the fatted calf, and corn
bread—provided we furnished | the requisite
funds. To this arrangement we readily agreed,
and we were bid to hold onrselves in readincss
for the ceremony. on the next Saturday. - )
On that day, the face cf Nature was bathed in
tcirs, and the Spirit of the Storm rode in fury
through the heavens. We hailed as a happy
omen the advent of the Tearful Spirit, who, in
the contest with fellow spiritg for dominicn over
- our red brethren-has for so long a time preﬁail-
ed, but feared that the untutored children of ‘the
“forest might be intimidated, and refuse {o grant
us the adoption we anticipated.
proved how greatly we had mistakerf the Indian
heart, for as the hour of meeting drew nigh,
group{of btaves and squaws, with blankets and
-‘papooses,—with here and there a ohtnry chief
with all the Indian finety, and lofty step, might
be seen’ ‘wending thicit way to the Council House,

'”utterly régardless of the’ pelting “storm.

‘Reéaching thie place, we found it rapidly filling
up, and it was indeed a novel sight. \Vnhdut,
the cracklmg fire, splttmg and. spiteful in the
rain, was carefully tended by the squiaws, who
with busy hands prepared the feast ; some were
mixing #nd tasting the rich-soup. and boiled
bones, as it stewed in - the huge kettles; others
were stirring the beans till they were done to a
~turn; others were bringing the relays of corn
Lread othiers werc reeling under the weight of
the well- -filled kettles, as they bore them to tlie
house.  Within, two huge fires at each end of
the room threw a half twilight gloonr over the

»oups, here, of grey hcadcd chxe‘s, and“youthful
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warriors ; there, of the mothers and daughters,
with their blankét botind infants. After all the

preparations were niade we¢ were seated on a|.
bénch ‘at the end of a room'and Sty (Hocista-,

hout) Bill-inhis-mouth, an olg chief, addressed
the assembly, in the following words:

«Friénds and relations; we are now assembled
“in this our accustomed gathering-place. The
“Great-Spirit has'scen fit to preserve our lives
“that we may witness the ceremonies of this oc-
‘“casion. J.et us all be of one mind in acknow-
“ledging our gratitude to Flim for this great
“blessing. The ceremonies we are about to per-
“form may be new to many of you, but you have
“done right in coming to witness them.

“henelit of our brothers of the Ho-dc-no-son-nee.
“They are pale-faces, members of the great com-
“munity who are the oppressors of Indians.
“Some of you may think that it is wrong to grant
“their request to become Senecas, and to be
“equal with us in our tribes ; but you must re-
“member that they have told us they are mem-
“bers of the Society, whosc object it is to relieve
“the misfortunes of the scattered remnants of
“the Iroquois You must bear in mind alsothat
“they have already assisted us in opposing the
“nefarious designs of the Ogden Land Company,
“One of them has been to Washington to see if
¢we conld not be relicvedof the uecessity of a
“removal from our lands. So far as we know,
“they intend to be faithful to their promise to
“aid the oppressed Indians. Mothers, we urge
“upon you the necessity of strict decorum; and
“you, warriors, we trust that you will do 2all in
“your power to‘make the ceremonies “pleasing.
«“We hope that ‘hatifiony may exist betiveen you
“all,"and our wish is that you should respect
“yourselves and 1egax‘d ‘the character and name
“of our nation. \Ne are*wcak, our pbwer has
“been broken. and'our white brethren are strong.
“We should therefore treat our stronger broth-
“ers with Tespect. but mot bow to them as
“slaves.”

Jesse Spring, (Ha‘sque-ta-he) axe-in-hand, a
tall and noble-looking young chief, then rosc and
said: “F nends and relations, the -duty has de-
“yolved upon me to announce to you the ar-
“rangements of the cvening. You arc all aware

“for what. purpose we are assembled. A few

“days ago some of our pale-faced brothers came
“among us and expressed a desiré to become
“members of our nation by adoption, They, no
“doubt, knew thé fact that when anyone chose

“to Ilecome a member. ‘of -our nation, on their

«making application to sone of our leeding and
“yise.men, and providing a feast .to bring the
“people togethier, we were not very scrupuloys
“in adopting. - This adoption has been referred
“sto the chiefs, and they assented to'thc adop-
«tion. It now becomes the duty of the tribes
“to which they respectively belong to come. for-
¢ward and present théir proper names. The
“people will know into what tribe they are adopt-

“ed by observing who leads them around the

“room. The managers request the warriors to
“keep perfect order and to aid in making the
“entertainments interesting. ~ The first dance in
“order will be the War Dance, and the second,
“the-Grand Religious Dance, as the proper ac-
\,om‘)ammenta of §he; occg&xpn. ‘When thege a.re

You
“are all aware that we have assembled for the)

'Kingston and Belleville,............ eerenrenes &233(}/ -

“over, we' shall have other dances, approprlate
“to the occasion.’

‘Mr. L. H. MoRrGaN was then called upon to
rise‘and stand by the side of Jesse Spring, who,
laying his hand upon his shoulder, with spark-
ling eye, and loud voice, exclaimed that this our
first brother would hereafter be known by the
name of Ta-ya-dao-wuk-kah.

Mr. C. T. PorTer was then called upon to
pass a similar ordeal, and he unflinchingly re-
ceived the name of Da-ya-a-weh.

MR. THoMas DARLING was next summoned,
and upon him was conferred the euphonious
sobriquet of Gi-we-go.”

PETER JONES.

-~

KAH-KE-WA-QUO-NA-BY.

'By Rev. Sohn McLean, Missionary to the Blood
Indians at I'art MecLeod..

Conlinned.

As he had been: appomted Ly the Confercuce,
travelling missionary to the Indians, hesought
faithfully to act his part. He sought out con-
gregations amongst the scattered bands of ofib-
ways, the Munéeys, Delewares, Pettowatamies
and other tribes. He scoured the province in
search of Indians that he might declare to them
the unsearchable riches of Christ. He would
travel for days through the forest to reach a few
wigwams, and then away by cause to visit the.
Indians on the shorés of Lake Huron and Su-_
perior. Hard oftentimes ivas his fare, but he
rejoiced in his work, Wet and weary he has
sought a resting place on the sod without a
covering for his body, There is nojwonder that
in later years he should suffer phisicaily for the
exposure and want to which he was .oftentimes
subjected. Thecry of the penitent and the song
of forgiveness, were music.to his ears. Many
were led to Christ amid the forest temples, and
the smoky wxgwam was qftentlmes the birth--
place of souls.

His practical zeal and piety enabled him to-
devise means of civilizing the people, and when
called npon to consult with those in authority,
he exhibited common sense, a thorough know-
ledge of the rights and wrongs of the aborigines
and a strong belief in the adaptability and
uecessity of the Gospel for all classes of men.

Some of the ‘Indians had no land reserves, =
and in order to help these, he -consulted freely
with leading politicians and clergymen respect-
ing their rights. = He.put the matter tersely .
when he said that-the original dwrers of the soil
had to apply to the Government for land, instead
of being asked themselves for liberty to occupy
it. © Annual payments in goods were made to.the
Indians and some idea of the emount may he
gathercd from the distribution made in 1829 to
those who had swrendered theu lands to the |
Crown. - ‘
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