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Cil A P'T l .. .- ConLinued.

Tho ofor of hinhoh's rent in advance
seemed ton oliterae ail boult of the widow's
rspc-tability from the mind of bhe ]anfdlady.

"n tihse conditiîons,' said she, -I have
no objection to take vout iii, althougli it is

•rat ly au-aiînst iny rule Lo have anlybody
hore vithout kowing who thev are, as wec
wish to kcep our hiuse rspecdble. I live
liere viili iy hmusband, and tlic only other
lodgers in the honse are an eldrly iia and
his w'ife, wvhoe have the first loor."

I will tell you candidly how I amn sitti-
ated." said tlhe widow%, for I think you aie
quite right to be cautions. My naine is
Evans. Three miohIs ago I lest my hus-
band, vIo w-as manager of a manfactory
hi Nornicli. Somîîe motis before lis docl
h ufortunately becaie security for a
friend, wlho aftervards vent throtugh the
bainkruptcy court, and we W re entirely
ruined. Al I could save fron the gelierai
wreck was a lew pounds. i have now
comie up to London vith muy son to lind
out an old relatire, who is in good cirelum-
stances, to sec if she ean assist ie. I have
now told you candidIy vWho I am, and, that
your reut may he sale, I wilil at onîce pay
vout a month in advance. 1 am sure von
ivil] find us good and quiet lodgers."

So saying, she put lier hand in lier pocket,
and takinn-y Out a soiîewlat scauitily filled
purse, shc paid the laundladV the I wenty-ei h
shillings loi the first four wxeeks' reit.

Tlie receipt of the mnley setemd te pro-
duce a great ellfet on the mind of Mrs.
urph, loir that was the good w-onumîî's

name. The sharp, smrewd, loding-house
keeper tone and maiier immniiediately van-
islied, and that of bie good, itlhiierly, kiid-
hea rted volanli supplied ils place. RZim-
ning lier ingers through bhe long black
locks or tIe boy, and eveing him auenitivelv
and evidentlyith pleasure, she said to
Uic moher-

Yon miist have found it bitter cold ont-
side the co;Wh, ma':en raining n:îd bloving
as il did last nililt"

" fi was wet and cold. indeed, ia'au,"
Uas the reply ; " te vind seened to cut

thronglh youn, feel as il I should neuer
<et wxarim agrain, nid poor Robert's teeth
quite chattered, till it made v hart ache
to hear him."

" Well, n1oV, V'l tell you wvhat we'd
botter dIo," said Mrs. Murphy, in a decided,
ol-hand mlanier; " I suppose tle hoy vill
have the liek roomn. il ge.t his bcd ready
ior limt diretly, and le sooner hc's in il
tlie better-that is te say, ater lihe has lad
his breakîst."

" )l, ve breakfasted as wve cane alng,"
said Mis. hams ; "he von't wantîtny now."

" Thet l'Il get his bed ut once," said Mis.
Mlrphy. " A'fiervards, I vili go down-
sairs and get somue shavings and coal and
imaike yon a lire, so you'll be able to get his
clothes thorouglv dry for hîin before hie
awakes." So saying, she quitted the roomîî,
leaving the motlier and son to nifastenî their
packages.

Ii about five minutes Mrs. Murphy
returned, bringing vihi lier a shovel fl'nl of
eoals in lier hand, anid lier apron ful of'
carpenter's shavinigs. With a quick and
skilful hand she placed these in the grate,
and aller a few moments tie vidow had a
blazinig lire ii lier roou.

"Nov. mv deii ," said Mrs. Murphy, who
seeied to take upont herself (possibly nt ic-
inig the exlausted condition or the widow)
the superintendenec of Mrs. Evanîs's do.
mestic arangements, " the soulier the boy
is hi bed hie better, and then vou eau dry
his clothes for himl. is there any t hing
more I aun do for vou, as vou oughlt not
to leave the house, ill as yon are, if yoU eau
help it ?"

Ms. Evans thîankful'lly accepted the land.
lady's ofler, and she forthwith gave her a
list o' such fev necessaries as she should
require, iludingr tes, broad and butter. &c.,
all or whieh Mis. Murphy prouised to
oblaii for hler, sayig she would make t li
money she expended go as far as if it had
been lier own.

The irst thing Mrs. Evansdone whàen lef
to herself, was to se lier son eomfnortably in
bed, his jaded ant pallid appearaneu proving
to her, but t0 well, how mucli he vas in
need of repose, and how severely hie had
telt the cold and fatigue of the previons
nitght. As soon as lie vas comftortably
aseep, she took his Clothes, vhich vere
sti sodden whitl rain, to dry thei by the
lire in her own roomli; theln, feeling no
inclination to sleep lierself, sle merely inade
sone chpnges in lier dress, and ihese coin-
pleted she seated lcrself on a chair before
the lire, and then she endeavored to turn
over clany in lier iniid the steps she onght
te lake to better lier prospects for the
future.

CHAPTER II.

FAMILY AFFAIRs.'

There was a good and aple cause for
the 2reat alxiety unider whîiel Mrs. Evans
labred. Ai lier hopes depeuded. on the
reception site would receîve froi an aged
feiale relative and her liusbland, who
were reputed to he rieh, but olf whon
shte liad liard not hing for more t han heu
vears. ni Ihet. niot since her marriage vith
M r. Evans. And here aaiu her proslpects
were by no meinis of a llatteriig description,
for tle ni a rriagi sle h ad cont racted h avin g
been contrary to the wvisies of M r. and Mis.
(ibbons-, thrich mirelatives alluded to, they
had nlot only* iefused Io remcive ber and lier
hulsbandaer their marriage, but liad posi-
tielv assured theimi:r theflture tler should
consider ail friendship or relationship be-
tween then t au end. Nor was there
the slighItest reason for the objection Mr.and
Mrs Gibbons had taking to Mr. Evans,
for lie was a voung man of great respect-
abilitv and eniriy, and in every way a fit-
tint iatch for tie girl. Inleed, had it been
oth'erwise, fron thc iniserable lire she hmd
lived hile uiider the control of' the old
couple (tor sie lid been thteir ward), the
pîoor girl would have lounitd a good excuse
lor a somîewhat hasty or ill-assorted marriage,
as the following sketch of the fituiily history
vill go far to prove.

Margaret Weslmiacott. aftetwards Mrs.
Evans, and hier sister Maria lad beeu lefrt
orphanîs before the elder w'as six years of
age. Their Jather, who died wien oîung,
had heei a man of little property, in feet,
lis will had been sworn under sevein thou-
sandipounds. This sum he left to e divided
in equal portions between liis tw-o dauglht-
ers, his vill noninating Mr. Gibbons, wvho
had married his wifWs sister, his sole
executor and trustee, as well as guardian
to the children.

About the time of Mr. Westnacott's death,
Mi. Gibbions, w'ho was than an under clerk
in au insurance otllee. lost his father-iln-latw,

wlo died possessed of about fotr thousand
potuinds, which li left to his daughter. On
the receipt et' this legacy, which added to
the interest i tthe imneimr' left by Mr. WesI-
miacot to his daughercs, a e:misidemblc
poortion of viihich Mr. (Gibbons appr>priated
for tlheir expnses, he iesoluvd io give up
his appoinîtmluenît, and liv' l'or the future at
his case. HP calculated that hv withdiaw-
inîg lis mtoney fromn th' funîds, as wel as
that baeloniingto his wyards, he vould hbe
aible, if he loaned il ont by way of ainil .
to realize a mucli larger ileeii ltian il et
presen yielded, and le tlus, to use his OWI
expressi, " needed to be ne longer ah the
beek and calu of aiv e;" Moreove.
having no Minily, hie and lis vife det-
mined to brinig up their w'ards as their ovni
childmn. For the happiness of the litth
girls a more unoituate coniclsion could
not have been arrived at, for a more
unmiable couple than Mr. Gibhmo and his
vife couldi hardly lave been fouind. They

agreed tolerably Well togethier, t least. for
somle vears after the commiiienceeneit of their
iarried lire, but to ahl under their control
they wre harsl and despotic in the
ext remIe.

E. more uilappy childhood 1tant tint
enduired by the orphans it vould be dillicuhî
ta imagine. Atlîhough it is possible that
Mr. and Mis. Gibbons miglit have enter-
tained sone siglit genuinle allection for the
children, ils good eufects wevre conpletely
nentralised by Ile severity lley used tl-
waards tien. 'They certaily profossed the
greatest love lor their two little ieices,
Matraret and Maria, and attemîpted ho mak
the âhildren believe it; still nothing could
be muoe miserable than le lie these two
litt le creatures led muder their management.
The tyrainny they exercised over them vas.
apart fromt the fit that there vas no physical
brutality in it, of thie cruelest description.
Thbey were inicessanly watched, and fihe
most rfling &mtis of cildlhood wvere unpity-
ingly punlislied, either by extra lessons.
seoli-y coininent te their roons, or other
peiantces of bhe saine description, ail cf
wichî they where told were inflicted with
the view tohieir ultimate vellfre. The
onlyhappiness they possessed N'as in con-
fiding their sorrows to eci other, anîd seelk-
ing consolation and coimifort in the love

which existed hetweei thîen. They hiad
no atssociates. Mr. anid Mrs. Gibbons hlad
taken a house a fe'\ miles fromî London,
where, albiogli they were surrounided Iv
many respectable mrilies, thiey keph no com-
pany, nor, withoti any visible o- iitellig-ible
cause, was their society souglit for by an1y.

As the girls grew up, the pecliarities oU
lheir dispositions began gradually to de-
velope thinselves. Maria, tlie Chier, wyas
a timid, amtiable creatire, unwailling t
olienîce to aniy ite, evei ini the slightest

ainer, anid always rendy te offer any
compensation in hier power to those whou
she might unwittingly displease. She tried.
and most conseientiously tried, ho love and
repect lier guardians, tough witli hut scant.
success. Shie leared and obeyed thein, but
hat wavs all. Site endeavored to prove to

herseif that it was lier duty both to love and
obey those who were placed in authority
oui ler, a precept incessanhly inculcated
ont lier mind, and that of lier sister, by Mr.
and Mrs. Gibhons, but in spite of ah lier
good ill sie found il, impossible. Margaret,
the younger, w'as, oit the contrary, a hligi-
spirited girl, whose temper all the severity
practised againt lier could not subidue. Sh'
made but s;irliht efforts to seemn fond of lier
guardiais, and those eiforts were easily seent


